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PEDIATRICIAN-SCIENTIST PROGRAM
Pediatric House Staff Office

West Tower 19th Floor
Pediatric House Staff Suite

6621 Fannin Street
Houston, TC 77030

PEDIATRICIAN-SCIENTIST 
PROGRAM



“Our goal is to deconvolute your 

pathway to becoming an independent 

and successful pediatrician-scientist.”
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Block #

Residency Education
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Residency Education 
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Residency Education 
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Residency Education
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Residency Education 
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Residency Education 
Mentor Meeting

(Bi-annual)

Mock K Award: 
Pilot Grant Program Submission

               Year 1                                Year 2                                 Year 3

SUBSPECIALTY GOALS

Residency Education
Mentor (REM) Monthly 

Meetings

Didactic Noon 
Conference (DNC) 
Monthly Seminar

Pediatrician-Scientist
Forum Monthly 

Seminar

Medical Student 
Thoughtful Pairings
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Come join an established 
legacy of training

pediatrician-scientists
at Baylor College

of Medicine

BAYLOR COLLEGE
OF MEDICINE

Tier
1

Designated a Tier 1 
medical school for 

research by U.S. News & 
World Report, placing it 
among the nation’s elite 

for discovery.

Top
NIH

Funding

Consistently among 
the top institutions for 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) funding, 
especially in genetics 
and pediatrics.

in Genetics: Department 
of Molecular and Human 
Genetics is a leader in NIH 
funding and rankings.

#1

#1 in Texas: Overall for medical 
research and specific 
specialties.

Source: Baylor College of Medicine



41

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND

Texas Children’s Hospital is the 

primary pediatric training site for Baylor’s 

students. The largest pediatric hospital in 

the nation, Texas Children’s is ranked in all 
10 subspecialties in U.S. News & World 

Report’s list of America’s Best Children’s 

Hospitals. Overall, Texas Children’s Hospital 

tied for third in the country, and is one of 

only 10 children’s hospitals to achieve Honor 

Roll designation. Texas Children’s Hospital 

provides care in more than 40 pediatric 

specialties and has multiple locations across 

Houston. Additionally, the Texas Children’s 

Women’s Pavilion is a state-of-the-art center 

for obstetrics and gynecology.

Harris Health System (HHS) is a 

fully integrated healthcare system that cares 

for all residents of Harris County, Texas. HHS 

was the first accredited healthcare institution 

in Harris County to be designated as a 

Medical Home and is one of the largest in 

the country. Ben Taub Hospital, the central 

clinical care facility of HHS, is contiguous 

with the Baylor campus and serves as a 

teaching hospital for Baylor students for all 

specialties and their subspecialties.
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Source: infinitepassion.org

TEXAS
CHILDREN’S 

HOSPITAL
42

U.S. News & World Report ranks Texas Children’s Hospital  
the #1 in Pediatric Hospital in Texas The institution has been 
recognized on the U.S. News and World Report Honor Roll for  
15 consecutive years.
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Source: texaschildrens.org
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THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER

Source: tmc.edu

10+ MillionPatient Visits
Per Year
More than the populations of Los 
Angeles, Houston, and San Francisco—
combined.

Number of
Employees
More people than Exxon, Apple, 
or Google.

106,000+ Number of
Patient Beds
If they were all stacked, they 
would measure approximately
1.65 miles—the equivalent of  
7 Empire State Buildings.

9,200

	 17,500
	 15,000
	 10,000
	 5,700
	 50,000
	 5,000

 Faculty

 Nurses

 Volunteers

 Researchers

 Students

 Physicians
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	 21	 Hospitals

	 59	 Member Institutions

	 8	 Academic & Research Institutions

	 4	 Medical Schools

	 8	 Nursing Schools

	 2	 Universities

	 2	 Pharmacy Schools

	 1	 Community College

	 1	 High School focused on life sciences

	 160,000	 Visitors Daily

	10 Million 	 Visitors Annually

	 18,000+	 International Patients Annually

	10 Million	 Patient Encounters Annually

	180,000+	 Surgeries

	 13,600+	 Heart Surgeries

	 750,000	 ER Visits

	 50 Millon	 Developed Sq. Ft.

	 $3 Billion	 New Construction

The largest medical center in the world
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Advancing life sciences through collaboration, education, and research.

1,345 Acres
Size of the
medical center
TMC is the eighth-largest business 
district in the country—right after 
Philadelphia and Seattle.

Number of 
babies delivered
TMC delivers about 1 baby every  
20 minutes.

26,280 1 in 5Number of people
in the health science field
Living in the 77030 zip code makes 
TMC the highest concentration of life 
science professionals in the country.

GDP contribution
TMC’s contribution to the country’s 
gross domestic product.

$25 Billion
Number of 
surgeries annually
A surgery is started every 3 minutes 
in the medical center.

180,000

The largest medical center in the world

Expansion
Current investment in construction 
and expansion.

$3 Billion
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HOUSTON
The city supports a  

booming economy adding 
thousands of jobs, especially 
in healthcare, with attractions 

like Space Center Houston, 
Museum District institutions, 

and extensive parks 
drawing millions. 

The city’s future includes 
expanded green spaces, 
new developments, and 
a growing entertainment 
scene, making it a major 

hub with significant cultural 
and recreational offerings. 

By 2026, the City of Houston, the fourth most populous 

U.S. city, is projected to have over 2.39 million residents.



Number of
Fortune 1000 Companies
Ranked second in the nation 
behind only New York.

49

Major Performing
Arts Companies
One of the few U.S. cities with all 
four major performing arts resident 
companies—drama, ballet, opera  
and orchestra.

4

Cost of Living
Below the national average. Housing 
costs are 26.3% below the average 
of the nation’s 20 most populous 
metropolitan areas. 

3.8%

Number of
Restaurants
You can eat at a different restaurant 
every day for 27 years and not visit 
the same restaurant twice. There 
are more than 70 national food 
categories served within the City.

10,000+

Park & Recreation
Acreage
Houston ranks 16th in the nation in 
park land as a percent of adjusted city 
area with 580 parks plus 300 miles of 
hike and bike trails. 

66,641

Professional
Sports
Houston has professional teams 
in football, baseball, basketball, 
soccer, not to mention served as 
host to two of the nation’s biggest 
events—the SuperBowl and the 
NBA Finals.

5

Languages Spoken
Houston ranks third in languages 
spoken in a U.S. city, behind New 
York and LA. More than 1/3 of 
Houstonians older than five speak 
a language other than English  
       at home.

145

46

HOUSTON
•	 Metro Area (Greater Houston): Over 7.8 million 

residents across 10 counties.
•	 Growth: Consistently ranks as one of the fastest-

growing cities, adding tens of thousands of 
residents annually. 

Economy & Jobs (Projected)
•	 Job Growth: Forecasted 30,900 new jobs in Metro 

Houston for 2026, with healthcare leading.
•	 Key Sectors: Healthcare, education, professional 

services, and construction are major drivers. 
Parks & Recreation
•	 Major Parks: Home to numerous parks, including 

Discovery Green, Buffalo Bayou Park, and local 
favorites like Daikin Park. 

•	 Developments: Continued focus on increasing green 
spaces and outdoor amenities. 

Museums & Culture
•	 Museums: Features world-class institutions like 

the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science, and the Cockrell 
Butterfly Center.

•	 Attractions: Hosts major draws such as Space Center 
Houston and the Houston Zoo. 

Future Outlook
•	 Development: Expect new entertainment districts, 

increased green infrastructure, and continued 
expansion.

•	 Vision: Houston is on track to potentially surpass 
Chicago as the third-largest U.S. city in the  
coming years.

47

At 665 square miles, the City of Houston could contain the cities of New York, 
Washington, Boston, San Francisco, Seattle, Minneapolis and Miami.



WHY HOUSTON?
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George R. Brown Convention Center Hermann Park Conservancy

Downtown Houston

Houston City Hall

Life on the Bayou

Wortham Theater Center
48



WHY HOUSTON?

Houston Theater District

Parks and green spaces total 39,501 acres

McGovern Centennial Gardens

49

Source: The Greater Houston Partnership

Affordable housing

Hermann Park Conservancy
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Frequently Asked QUESTIONS
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HOUSTON
By the numbers...
Houston Parks and Recreation Department oversees 380 
developed municipal parks and more than 167 green 
spaces, which together encompass approximately 39,501 
acres. The department owns and operates 60 community 
centers across the city along with the Metropolitan Multi-
Service Center. Amenities include:
	• 235 playgrounds
	• 201 tennis courts
	• 173 basketball courts
	• 165.3 miles of trails
	• 161 baseball and  
softball fields

	•  87 soccer fields
	• 30 pools
	• 29 water spray grounds

	• 20 volleyball courts
	• 16 football/rugby/cricket/
lacrosse Fields

	• 11 community garden sites
	• 9 dog parks
	• 8 golf courses
	• 7 skate parks
	• 5 fitness centers
	• 4 nature centers

Greater Houston has 4.4 million sq. ft. of convention 
space and regularly hosts worldwide events. In 2018, 
Houston hosted 415 conventions and meetings that 
drew 737,335 attendees translating into an estimated 
economic impact of $591.7 million.

The Houston Museum District is one of the country’s most 
visited and diverse cultural centers with 19 museums. These 
museums provide rich experiences in art, history, culture, 
nature and science. The district is divided in four walkable 
zones, each of which includes a group of museums.

Resident companies in drama, ballet, opera and 
orchestra perform year-round in Houston. More than 500 
institutions are devoted to the performing and visual arts, 
science and history in the Houston area.

Houston restaurants feature outstanding regional 
dishes as well as diverse international cuisine. In 2018, 
Houston was home to 11,292 food service and drinking 
establishments that employed more than 258,700.

Housing costs in Houston are 46.2 percent below the 
average for the nation’s 20 most populous metro areas and 
3.1 percent below the average for all U.S. metros. Excluding 
the two most expensive housing markets, New York and San 
Francisco, which tend to skew the average, Houston’s housing 
costs are 35.3 percent below the major metro average.

The Houston Metropolitan Area covers 9,444 square miles, 
an area larger than five states: New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Delaware and Rhode Island

Average travel time to work: 29.9 minutes

Demographics (2024)
Populations: City of Houston - 2,3+ million
    Harris County - 4,731,145
    Houston Metropolitan Area - 7,122,240 
Ethnic diversity: 
44.5% Hispanic/Latino; 24% White; 22% Black/African 
American; 7% Asian; 2.5% Other

Normal daily maximum temperatures in Houston: January 
62.9˚F; April 79.6˚F; July 93.7˚F; October 82˚F. Houston had 
56 inches of rain in 2018.
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1.	How will I balance the PSP program goals along with the categorical clinical 
requirements? 
We have carefully created a customized clinical and block schedule that will allow for protected periods 

of time each year to work towards program goals. This schedule is unique to PSP residents, as we 

understand the demands specific to each rotation and the overall clinic load experienced within each 

year. 

2.	Will I receive a salary during the research blocks during the PL-2 and PL-3 year?
Yes salary will be provided throughout the entire program and will be the same as for residents in the 

categorical program.

3.	Is there a special application process for the program?
Please apply to the Pediatrician-Scientist Program track in ERAS. Select applicants will be notified to 

provide additional information.

4.	Are the tracks ranked separately for the match?
Yes, the PSP program will accept three candidates, separately from those accepted for the categorical 

program. There will be a separate ranking process for both programs. You will have the opportunity 

to rank each track that you have applied to and interviewed for. For example, depending on your 

personal interests and experience after attending the various track interviews, you can rank the PSP 

first and the Categorical program second. There is a possibility that you can match for the Categorical 

program and not match for the PSP program since the PSP track has only three spots.    

5.	Why should I consider the PSP instead of a short track residency?
The PSP is a pathway to independence program and unlike “short-tracking” there are no additional 

general pediatric clinical requirements to fulfill  

during fellowship. 

6.	 Houston, Texas?

The Texas Medical Center is the World’s Largest medical center and Houston is the fourth largest 

city in America. Houston just bypassed New York City as the most diverse city in the U.S. and it is the 

fastest growing major city. 

7.	 What is so unique about the PSP? 

The PSP has a protected residency pathway to reconnect you to research, establish your investigative 

network while focusing intensely on developing your scholarly and investigator skills. The entirety of 

the 1000+ faculty in the Department of Pediatrics is aligned behind the PSP and your success.

Frequently Asked QUESTIONS
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COMMUNITY
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“Our goal is to deconvolute your 

pathway to becoming an independent 

and successful pediatrician-scientist.”

Michael D. Dixon
Sr. Coordinator, Program Management

Texas Children’s Hospital
Baylor College of Medicine 

Pediatric Residency Program – Houston

6621 Fannin St. W1985, MS: BCM320  |  Houston, TX  77030
832-824-3500  |  832-825-0246 Fax  |  Michael.Dixon@bcm.edu 

CONTACT US
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