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In her work, Russell seeks to expand on traditional bioethical approaches that attempt to determine
which practices are ethically permissible in biomedicine and biomedical research in terms of
individually-conceived ethical rights, duties, obligations or prohibitions. The ethical, when centered on
the idea of personal freedom, comes to be concerned only with what an individual may be permitted to
do, where the limits of ethical permissibility are conceived of only in terms of specific harm to the
personal freedom of other individuals. This notion of the ethical thus separates itself from the political
and from issues of social justice, neither of which can be understood without attention to historical
context, social values, and often intangible harms to socially defined groups. By contrast, Russell
believes bioethics must be approached critically, starting from an analysis of the relevant social and
political structures, inequalities, and differential power relations that define the ethical terrains upon
which bioethical struggles take place. In this way, concerns about race, gender and social justice are
shifted from secondary to central.



