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Safety Protocols for Procedural Cases

Urgent or Elective Cases Positive Test2:
No symptoms - wait ten days, if repeat test negative then 
perform procedure with standard PPE
Symptoms - wait for resolution of symptoms and 2 negative 
tests 24 hours apart then perform procedure with standard PPE.
Serology testing is not recommended at this time.  This will be 
reevaluated as evidence becomes available. Consider rapid test 
for COVID-19 on the day of procedure if available.

Submit cases to be 
scheduled to your local 
steering committee for 
approval to proceed with 
the case.

Start Date 
May 6 , 2020

Perform 
procedure with 
standard PPE3Airborne Precautions: COVID-19 PUI, 

Positive and those without tests results 
(Standard PPE +N95 +Face Shield)

Low Risk Procedures1:
Procedures that do not require intubation or an aerosolized 
procedure (i.e. EEG, Mammogram, paracentesis) are considered 
Low Risk Procedures. These do not require a COVID-19 PCR test 
if the patient is asymptomatic.
If patient is symptomatic then procedure should be delayed until 
absence of symptoms and two negative test 24 hours apart
Otherwise, all other procedures should have testing performed 
prior to the procedure.

Airborne Guidelines:
• Post signage for procedural staff or airborne precautions required.
• Room should be left unoccupied to allow the appropriate time for removal of airborne contaminates 

prior to cleaning.  The amount of time it takes to remove airborne contaminants will be dependent 
on number of air exchanges for that particular space. CDC air exchange guidance

Standard PPE3 

exceptions 
approved by the 
Hospital CMO

Low risk procedures1

do not require testing

PCR TEST
within 5 days 
of procedure
(quarantine)

Notify Provider 
case scheduled

DELAY
Procedure2

https://www.cdc.gov/infectioncontrol/guidelines/environmental/appendix/air.html


COVID-19 Testing Algorithm – Elective/Urgent Procedures

3

Urgent or Elective Cases Positive 
Test:
No symptoms 
• Wait ten days, if repeat test negative 

then perform procedure with standard 
PPE

Symptoms 
• Wait for resolution of symptoms and 2 

negative tests 24 hours apart then 
perform procedure with standard PPE

.
Patient Considerations:
• Provider to notify patient if results 

positive
• Provide patient with CDC COVID-19 

FAQ sheet

For Urgent cases who test positive but 
the procedure must proceed follow the  
Safety Protocols for Procedural Cases. 

For all emergent cases follow the Safety 
Protocols for Procedural Cases.

Procedural Approval Committee
1. Daily tracker of PPE, equipment 

usage, etc.
2. Case volume & PPE requirements 

for each
3. Staffing
4. Blood usage
5. Pharmaceutical usage
6. Positive/Negative Results 

confirmed
7. Airborne/Droplet precautions 

identified

CPL, Lab Corp, Kelsey Clinic TAT = 48 hrs
Quest = 72 hrs
BSLMC = 36 hrs
BCM = 36 hrs
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