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In this issue . . .
The 2016 Pedi Press begins with a look at the past in an article
about a film highlighting the department’s most famous
patient: David Vetter, also known as the “bubble boy.” His story
is both sad and encouraging, as his life and death are remarkable
examples of the dedication of BCM pediatricians to their patients, and
the research of his condition serves to help children in the future. The
CRIS/TCH annual retreat is highlighted, as are features from Global Health, Tropical
Medicine, and the newly created section, Public Health. Emergency Care and
Hematology/Oncology record exciting new advances and the involvement of the
community with patients at TCH. CHofSA launched its public phase of the capital
campaign, named a new Cardiology Section Chief, and expanded its pediatric network
into the community with the opening of a primary care clinic in Alamo Ranch. The
Department also has exciting news of research and funding, and the Health
Updates focus on skin conditions related to diet, effects of sleep and nutrition
on school performance, and recent news of the outbreak of Chagas disease in
Texas. In all, the year is starting with a proverbial Bang!
Get your Flu Shot!

Feature Article

Pediatrics/TCH’s Most Famous Patient
Featured in New York Times Report
In September 1971, a little boy named
David Vetter, later to become known as
“the Bubble Boy,” was born at Texas
Children’s Hospital with a condition that
constituted a death sentence at the time.
A year earlier, his brother had been born
with the same condition, severe combined
immunodeficiency (known as SCID and
pronounced “skid”), and had died at 7
months of age. Both of the boys had the
most common variant, characterized by a
fatal defect in the X chromosome and seen only in boys.
Although the parents knew that a second son would stand a 50-50 chance of having the disease, they took
a chance, putting their hope in the developing bone-marrow transplants, with their daughter Katherine as the
intended donor. As soon as David was born, he was placed inside a sterile plastic bubble that was expected
to be only a temporary holding action until the transplant could be performed. However, Katherine’s blood
was not a perfect match, and as the physicians sought another cure and David grew, his time in the bubble
became a life-long experience.
Recently the New York Times, as part of the Retro
Report series featured David and documented not only
his life but also his legacy.
The Retro Report
documentaries explore major news developments of
the past, showing film clips and including interviews;
in this case, the report examines medical strides that
now give hope to once-hopeless situations and
explores ethical questions associated with the
situation. Both David’s mother and physicians share
David’s story, which began in a small “bubble” and
ended two weeks after he was removed from it 12
years later.
The article relates how, when David was 3 years
old, he was transitioned from an ever-growing bubble at the hospital to a sterile chamber in his parents’
home in Conroe, Texas. The chamber made trips to the hospital possible and allowed David to enjoy an
occasional outing, one of which was to a special screening of Return
of the Jedi. When he was 7 years old, NASA made him a special
spacesuit that allowed him to leave the chamber and walk around,
but it remained connected to the bubble via a long tube, and David
used it only infrequently and soon outgrew it.
David became a national curiosity, and his movements were
chronicled periodically on television shows and news programs. His
life was a contradiction: the happy front he presented to the public
and, according the New York Times report, a raging discontent he
shared with his psychologist.

David, often referred to as the Bubble Boy,
is an unforgettable element of the hospital’s
rich history. His story is sad and moving, but
it also survives as a powerful example of how
we can learn from each child to advance care
for future generations. Dr. Bill Shearer was
David’s physician, and the film clearly
demonstrates that there is no expiration
date on compassion for the children and
families we serve. Special thanks to Dr.
Shearer, but also to each and every one of
you for your dedication to improving the
health and lives of children everywhere.
--Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman
Department of Pediatrics

Finally, when David was 12 years old, on October 1983, his
physicians attempted a new bone marrow technique that did
not require a perfect match. His sister Katherine was the
donor. Initially, he seemed to respond, and hope for a more
normal life were shared by family and physicians alike. All
seemed to be going well when, suddenly, David developed fever, diarrhea, and vomiting in January 1984.
The doctors treated the symptoms, finding no evidence of an infection, and David appeared to recover but
stayed inside his bubble. The symptoms recurred in early February, at which time his physician, Dr. William
Shearer, Chief of the Pediatric Immunology Section at BCM, decided to remove him from the bubble, where
it was impossible to treat him properly, and put him in a sterile hospital room. There, David experienced,
for the first time in his life, human contact and his mother’s kiss. The physicians brought David’s symptoms
under control and even had some hope that there might be evidence of a natural but meager immune system
development in response to the new, partly foreign system developing in his body.
However, David developed fluid in his lungs and around his heart; again, no infectious cause could be
found. All hope was quickly extinguished, when on February 22, only two weeks after leaving the bubble,
David winked at Dr. Shearer, and died, with his parents, sister, and grandparents at his bedside. His
parents, who had not been identified at that time to protect their privacy, asked that contributions be made
to TCH. David’s body was buried in Conroe, Texas, where his family lived.
Subsequently, doctors identified the source of David’s symptoms: a dormant virus in Katherine’s marrow,
Epstein-Barr, that began to ravage his body, triggering cancerous tumors.
Medical science regarding SCID has progressed considerably since David’s time, and a bone-marrow
transplant usually is successful if performed within an infant’s first three months. Early detection can be
done in utero, so plans can be made prior to the infant’s birth. Still in the
clinical trial stage is another medical weapon, gene therapy, which has
yet to be approved by the FDA. The other ongoing concerns relate to the
ethical concerns, one of which was the effects on someone kept isolated
in the fashion that David experienced. David is thought to be the last
person kept confined in a bubble for a lengthy period of time.
The epitaph on David’s gravestone observes that “He never touched
the world but the world was touched by him.” Certainly, David never
touched the world in a normal, physical way, he has been touching the
world in numerous ways, as “his story continues to unfold in remarkable
ways.” For one, his legacy for science includes a new understanding of
the role that viruses can play in causing cancer.
As Dr. Shearer noted in the film, “What he gave us was a powerful
lesson in many areas of medicine – and just in life itself.”

Sources:
King, Wayne. “Houston ‘Bubble Boy” Dead; Could Not Fight Any Disease.” The New York Times, February 23, 1984
http://www.nytimes.com/1984/02/23/us/houston-bubble-boy-dead-could-not-fight-any-disease.html
Haberman, Clyde. Retro Report, “’The Boy in the Bubble’ Moved a World He Couldn’t Touch.” The New York Times.
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/us/the-boy-in-the-bubble-moved-a-world-he-couldnt-touch.html?_r=0

DEPARTMENT NEWS . . .
Events & Happenings
Dr. Fernando Stein Elected Next President of AAP
Dr. Fernando Stein, Professor, was elected by members of the American
Academy of Pediatrics to serve as the organization’s next President. He is a
founding member of the AAP Section on Critical Care and past member of the
Council on Sections Management Committee and Committee on Membership,
as well as one of the original members of the Task Force on Minorities. He has
been recognized by AAP for his extraordinary service and commitment to
children. He assumed duties on January 1, 2016.
Since 1987, Dr. Stein has served as Medical Director of the Progressive Care
Unit (PCU) at TCH, created as pediatric critical care grew at TCH and the need
for varying levels of care and monitoring for children was increasingly
recognized. In 1982, a four-bed intermediate care unit was developed under
the direction of Dr. Larry Jefferson. In 1987, Dr. Stein assumed leadership of the
unit and was instrumental in developing its expertise to serve as an "in-hospital
home" for the community's population of technology-dependent children.
When the unit expanded in 1992, it was renamed the Progressive Care Unit to
reflect its goal that children's care progress toward discharge home. It currently
is a 36-bed unit with more than 1,600 admissions per year and is located again to the West Tower of TCH. The
PCU, which serves as a national model for the progressive and transitional care of children, provides a
monitored care environment for a diverse population of special-needs patients, including children who are
dependent on medical technologies, those undergoing rehabilitation after suffering a critical illness or injury,
or acutely ill patients whose medical needs may exceed the capabilities of an acute-care inpatient unit.
Dr. Stein also was instrumental in the project formed to transition the children’s hospital environment from
the typical sterile setting to one that greeted children with “warm pools of light and . . . walls awash in rich
color and filled with art by children.” Among his contributions was art from hospitalized children in
Guatemala and participation in the publication of The Art of Texas Children’s Hospital, which tells the history of
the transition of the environment and development of the program, as well provides full-color pictures of the
children’s art. An example of the art is a hand-written letter: “Dear Dr. Stein: Thank you for saving my life.
I’m in the 1st grade. Love, Katherine P.S you are nice.”

Throughout Dr. Stein’s uninterrupted 39-year service at Texas
Children’s, he has dedicated his career to the care of children
surviving critical illness and technological dependency. He has been
extremely active in global advocacy for children in impoverished
regions of the world and in the integrated management of childhood
illness, which has been credited with saving more than 250,000 lives
of children and women in the Americas.
--Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman

TCH West Campus Receives “Top” Recognition

Photo by A. Kramer

The Leapfrog Group recognized TCH West Campus as a “Top Children’s
Hospital” for the third consecutive year. It was the only children’s hospital in
the Houston area to receive the prestigious distinction conferred by the
organization, which provides the only national, public comparison of hospitals
across safety, quality, and efficiency dimensions. Their quality and safety
standards are considered the most rigorous of their kind. This year’s list of
“Top” hospitals includes 12 children’s hospitals, 62 urban hospitals, and 24 rural
hospitals. Selection is based on results of an annual survey that measures
hospitals’ performance on patient safety and quality. The three primary criteria
are: how patients fare, resource use, and management structures established to
prevent errors.
“It is an honor to again be recognized as a top performing children’s hospital,” said Chanda
Cashen Chacon, president of TCH’s West Campus. “Our physicians, nurses and employees
constantly strive to provide high quality care for our patients while keeping their safety our
top priority.”
Founded in 2000 by large employers and other purchasers to work for improvements in healthcare safety,
quality, and affordability, The Leapfrog Group is a “national nonprofit watchdog.” It “is the nation’s premier
advocate of transparency to galvanize giant leaps forward in quality and safety of care in U.S. hospitals”
(leapfroggroup.org). The Group considers performance across numerous areas of care, including survival
rates for high-risk procedures and the hospital’s ability to prevent medication errors. The survey is the only
voluntary effort of its kind. Its other main initiative is “Hospital Safety Score,” a letter grade that it assigns to
hospitals based on their record of patient safety, helping consumers protect themselves and their families from
errors, injuries, accidents, and infections.
The Top Hospitals were honored at Leapfrog’s Annual Meeting on December 2 in Washington, DC.

New Section Head Welcomed
On November 20, Dr. Mark Kline welcomed Dr. Tammy Kang as the new Section Head
for Palliative Care. Her selection is the culmination of a national search. Dr. Kang is a
neuro-oncologist who received her undergraduate degree from Stanford University and
her medical degree from The University of Colorado Health Sciences Center. She
completed pediatric residency training at the University of California, San Francisco, and
a postdoctoral fellowship in pediatric hematology/oncology at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia (CHOP). She has been a faculty member at the University of
Pennsylvania/CHOP since 2002. Dr. Kang is board-certified in Pediatrics, Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology, Hospice and Palliative Medicine, and Pediatric Hospice and
Palliative Medicine. In addition, she holds a Masters of Science in Clinical Epidemiology
degree from the University of Pennsylvania.
In 2002, Dr. Kang founded the Pediatric Advanced Care Team at CHOP and has served
as the Director of this nationally recognized program since its inception. She also serves as the Fellowship Director
for Hospice and Palliative Medicine at CHOP. She has been recognized on multiple occasions with teaching and
community service awards and most recently was appointed to the Academy of Master Clinicians, Penn Medicine.

Chief Residents for 2017 - 2018 Named
Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman, announced the names of the Chief Residents for 2017-2018 with these words:
“All of you know how proud I am of each and every one of our residents. Over the past six years, we have more than
doubled applications to our residency training program, diversified our offerings through the addition of a program
in Global Child Health and the Pediatrician-Scientist Training and Development Program, and enrolled entering
classes that are markedly more diverse and of higher quality than ever before. Through the recruitment of best and
brightest young residents, we help to ensure the future health care of children in Houston, Texas, and across the
globe. Because our residents are of such high quality, selecting chief residents has become more and more difficult
with each passing year. Nevertheless, I am very pleased to announce the following newly selected chief residents in
pediatrics for academic year 2017-2018.” They are:
Dr. Emily Copeland
(M.D., University of Texas
Medical School at Houston)

Dr. Janaki Paskaradevan
(M.D., The Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine)

Dr. Kirsty Hillier
(M.D., The Ohio State
University College of Medicine)

Dr. Kevin Wilkes
(M.D., Louisiana State University
School of Medicine)

The Global Child Health
Chief Resident, academic year
2016-2017 is
Dr. Chris Rees (M.D., University of
Utah School of Medicine)

The Chief Resident in Pediatrics
for Baylor-San Antonio and the
CHofSA, academic year 2016-2017
is Dr. Kim Hoang
(M.D., University of Texas
Southwestern Medical School)

Research Team Receives Prestigious Recognition
Dr. Jordan Orange and a team he leads at TCH were recipients of the prestigious
2015 Lee Howley, Sr., Prize, an award given annually by the Arthritis Foundation.
The award recognizes team science in action that leads to a faster cure for arthritis
and related diseases. The award, which has been given for 30 years, is a memorial
tribute to the former chairman of Revco D.S., Inc., who was instrumental in
establishing the Revco Arthritis Research Center at Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio. It was presented to Dr. Orange at the Arthritis
Foundation Annual Meeting in New Orleans. In 2015, Dr. Orange and his
colleagues identified a new gene mutation responsible for causing a hereditary
autoimmune-mediated form of arthritis associated with lung disease. They gave the
disease the name Copa syndrome, a term named after the gene affected in these
patients. Their findings, results of work started only a little more than 2 years ago,
were published in the April issue of Nature Genetics. BCM will receive $10,000 to

“This work represents a massive collaboration between many at Baylor and Texas Children’s Hospital,
including Levi Watkin, a postdoctoral fellow in the Center for Human Immunobiology at Texas Children’s
Hospital, and Dr. James Lupski, professor of molecular and human genetics at Baylor, and the Center for
Mendelian Genomics at Baylor, as well as with a team at the University of California in San Francisco . . .
It was our hope that the Center for Human Immunobiology would offer scientific contributions to the field
of pediatrics that really matter. It is uplifting for its work to be recognized as such.”
--Dr. Jordan Orange
Pediatrics Vice-Chair of Research
TCH Director, Center for Human Immunobiology

Neonatal Research Featured in Cochrane Review and Online
Dr. Mohan Pammi, Assoc. Professor, was recognized recently by the Cochrane
Collaboration, an international non-profit organization that publishes evidence-based
reviews and summaries. The purpose of the Cochrane Reviews is to synthesize and
summarize evidence on clinical interventions from randomized controlled trials for
clinical decision making, information to the lay public, and information for health policy
makers. The WHO states “The Cochrane Collaboration provides an international
benchmark for the independent assessment and assimilation of scientific evidence." In
January 2011, the WHO awarded the Collaboration a seat on the World Health Assembly
that provides the Collaboration an opportunity to promote evidence-based health care
at the highest levels of international health care policy-setting.
Dr. Pammi’s recent Cochrane review on neonatal resuscitation was featured on the
website
http://www.cochrane.org/news/featured-review-standardized-formal-resuscitationtraining-programmes-reducing-mortality-and
A cochrane podcast, “Newborn resuscitation training programmes for improving the health and survival of
newborns” is also available on http://www.cochrane.org/podcasts/10.1002/14651858.CD009106.pub2

Faculty Receive Awards and Recognition
Dr. Rikhia Chakraborty, instructor of pediatrics and part of the Histiocytosis Research Lab at Texas Children’s
Cancer Center, received a 2016 Basic Junior Faculty Scholar Award from the American Society of Hematology.
Scholar awards support fellows and junior faculty dedicated to careers in hematology research as they transition
from training programs to careers as independent investigators. The award is for $150,000 over two to three
years.
Dr. Christopher J. Rhee was awarded a NIH K23 Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Award from the National
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke for his proposal entitled "Diastolic Closing Margin Predicts Brain
Injury in Premature Infants." He was also selected for membership into the Society of Pediatric Research.
Dr. Rayne Rouce, instructor in the Center for Cell and Gene Therapy, has been named a 2016 award winner of the
American Society of Hematology and the Harold Amos Medical Faculty Development Program of the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. Rouce, one of only two award winners, was honored with the award at the recent ASH annual
meeting in Orlando. She gave a presentation on her work, which focuses on immunotherapy for the treatment of
pediatric cancer. She will also receive a $400,000, four-year grant to further her work.

Department Announcement:
Pediatric Pilot Awards Funding Announced
We are pleased to announce the 2016 Pediatric Pilot Awards funding opportunity. The purpose
of these grants is to provide seed funding for research projects that have relevance to pediatrics to
generate data necessary for the submission of a grant application to the NIH or other peerreviewed funding mechanisms. Baylor College of Medicine faculty members, who have a primary
appointment as an instructor or assistant professor in the Department of Pediatrics, are eligible to
apply and serve as principal investigators. All grant applicants must submit a Letter of Intent
(LOI).
Important Deadlines:
LOI submission: February 26, 2016 (12:00 pm)
Application submission: April 15, 2016 (12:00 pm)
Award announcement: July 2015
Please visit our website for complete details, eligibility and
application information. All LOIs and applications must be submitted
online through the below website.
https://ictr.research.bcm.edu/PGA/Home/Default.aspx

CRIS Announces Call for Education Grant Applications
The Center for Research, Innovation and Scholarship in Medical Education (CRIS) announced the 2016 Call
for Application for the TCH Educational Scholarship Award. The purpose of the TCH Educational Scholarship
Awards is (a) to promote educational scholarship among faculty members and (b) to encourage collaboration
around education among programs/sections within, and beyond, the Department of Pediatrics at Baylor College of
Medicine.
Funds are available for projects relevant to medical education across the continuum in pediatrics. The projects
may target pre-med students, medical student education in pediatrics, pediatric subspecialty training, continuing
medical education for pediatricians, or education for non-physician pediatric healthcare providers.
These non-salary funds are awarded on a competitive basis. Applicants may request funding for large projects
up to $40,000 each or small projects up to $15,000 each. The awards are for one calendar year; a 6-month
extension, with no additional funds, is available on a case-by-case basis.
Only Baylor College of Medicine faculty members who have a primary appointment in the Department of
Pediatrics as an Instructor, Assistant Professor, or Associate Professor are eligible to serve as principal
investigators. Faculty members who include education as a part of their faculty appointment are encouraged to
apply.
To submit a brief Letter of Intent (comprised of your name, project title and project type, i.e. large or small), please
go to the Website:

https://ictr.research.bcm.edu/EPSA/Home/Default.aspx
DEADLINE for SUBMITTING A LETTER OF INTENT: February 5, 2016
DEADLINE for SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL: March 24, 2016

Gastroenterology, Hepatology & Nutrition
Announces Call for Pilot Awards
The section of Gastroenterology, Hepatology & Nutrition is delighted to introduce a new initiative to support
research projects utilizing clinical resources available through the section’s active participation in multicenter clinical networks in Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition.
The biological materials and clinical information stored in these networks (e.g. ChiLDReN, NASH-CRN,
INSPIRE, iWITH, PUSH, ICN, etc.) are available for investigation, and the Section is keen on encouraging
studies that tap into these resources.
All faculty members at TCH are eligible to apply for Pilot awards (up to $25,000) to support ancillary
research proposals. Applications, providing a clear justification for the use of biosamples distributed by the
networks, should include an abstract (250 words) and a research proposal (2 pages) describing the
significance, innovation, and specific aims/goals of the study along with an NIH biosketch of applicants.
Funding is contingent upon approval of ancillary proposals by the respective multi-center clinical network.
Please email your applications as a single pdf file to
smurillo@bcm.edu before Friday, April 22.

Center for Research,
Innovation & Scholarship (CRIS)
Annual Education Retreat Enriches Faculty

The Center for Research, Innovation and
Scholarship in Medical Education (CRIS)
and TCH sponsored the Department’s
Annual Education Retreat on December 4.
The Planning Committee for this year’s
event is pictured with Dr. Nancy Spector
(speaker).

Dr. Mark Kline opened the Retreat by welcoming this year’s
Grand Rounds speaker for the Dr. Kelly DeScioli Memorial
Lecture, Dr. Nancy Spector. Dr. Spector (below), Professor in
the Department of Pediatrics at Drexel University College of
Medicine, is Director of the residency program at St.
Christopher’s Hospital for Children and recipient of the 2014
APA Miller-Sarkin Mentoring Award. She is the Chair of the
Executive Council of the I-PASS Handoff Institute, which
oversees the I-PASS Handoff Study, the topic of her lecture.
Her lecture was titled, “Game On! How the I-PASS Study
Group Achieved Patient Safety Goals and Promoted
Professional Development and Scholarship.” She described
the multicenter collaborative, which includes faculty from 11
institutions, and demonstrated how it has served to develop
several peer mentoring experiences, as well as reduce
medical errors by improving caregiver-to-caregiver
communication. She later visited with family members (inlaws) of Dr. Kelly DeScioli, for whom the lecture is named.

Concurrent Workshops
were held after both the
morning and afternoon
lectures.

During lunch provided at
the event, participants had
opportunities to network.

Morning
Taking Charge of Your Career
by Driving Mentor-Mentee
Relationships and Promoting
Yourself Gracefully was
facilitated by Dr. Nancy
Spector.
Moving Beyond the Lecture
Hall: A Multidimensional
Approach to Engage and Teach
Quality Improvement and
Patient Safety was facilitated
by Drs. Cara Lye, Melissa
Chladek, Diana Stewart,
and Joyce Vachani.

The afternoon session began with Dr.
Teri Turner, Director of CRIS and
Department Vice-Chair of Education,
presenting the 2015 BCM Educational
Showcase awards to the three winners:
Dr. Lenora Noroski, Dr. Liza Bonin, and
Dr. Claire Bocchini.

Feedback with the Advocacy
and Inquiry Molecule was
facilitated by Drs. Cara
Doughty and Daniel Lemke.
Afternoon

Dr. Jennifer Christner
delivered the plenary
lecture, “Top Ten Strategies
to Enhance Learning Along
the Continuum.” Dr.
Christner was named Dean
of the School of Medicine at
BCM and began her tenure
on June 1, 2015. Before
coming to BCM, she was
Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Medical
Education at State
University of New York
(SUNY). A pediatrician
specializing in adolescent
medicine, she also held
academic leadership
positions at the University
of Toledo and the University
of Michigan before joining
SUNY in 2012.

Integrating the Baylor Ethics
Workup with Reflective
Practice and Leadership
Educational Methods for
Ethics Education was
facilitated by Drs. Amy
Howells, Kim Lehecka,
Larry McCollough, Ernest
Fruge, and Laura Loftis.
Shifting the Focus of Feedback:
Training Health Professions to
Receive Feedback was
facilitated by Drs. Gautham
Suresh and Melissa
Carbajal.
Conceptual Frameworks:
Finding Your True North in
Planning, Developing and
Disseminating Scholarship
was facilitated by Drs.
Dorene Balmer, Amy
Arrington, Danny Castro,
Kevin Roy, and Satid
Thammasitboon.

Global Health
New Director of Global Health Announced

Baylor College of Medicine (BCM) and Texas Children’s Hospital (TCH) have
been responding to the needs of underserved communities in Houston,
throughout our region, and around the world for more than 60 years. Today,
our healthcare network includes the largest collection of pediatricians and
pediatric specialists in the world. As a result of our commitment to better serve
our global community, we are excited to announce the appointment of Mr.
Michael B. Mizwa as TCH Director of Global Health.
Mr. Mizwa has been Chief Operating Officer and Senior Vice President for
the Baylor College of Medicine International Pediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI)
at TCH since 2004. He oversees the BIPAI Network operations which has an
aggregate annual budget of $52 million and operates in 11 countries globally,
and he serves on the boards of BIPAI non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
in Swaziland, Malawi, Botswana, Liberia, Colombia, Lesotho, Tanzania,
Uganda, Papua New Guinea and Romania. As TCH Director of Global Health,
Mr. Mizwa will lead the global health team and co-chair the Texas Children’s
Global Health Steering Committee with Dr. Oluyinka Olutoye. He will also
continue to maintain his leadership role with BIPAI to ensure integration and
collaboration with BCM global programs and services.
A summary of the governance structure for Texas Children’s Global Health
is shown above. Numerous sub-committees have been formed to develop and
propose relevant policies, strategies, and opportunities. These sub-committees
include Safety, Operations, Funding, External Relations, and Scholarly
Activity.
Articles and photographs for this section were contributed by Global Health and
edited by Edward D. Pettitt II, Sr. Project Coordinator, BIPAI, CAfGEN

Spotlight: B aylor -Lesotho
10-year An niv er sar y and World AIDS Day Celebration
The Kingdom of Lesotho commemorated World AIDS Day 2015
at the Baylor College of Medicine-Texas Children’s HospitalBristol-Myers Squibb Children’s Clinical Centre of Excellence
(COE) in Maseru in recognition of the 10th Anniversary of the
COE. There was a special focus on children with HIV with the
theme: “Treat a child, sustain the nation.” Queen ‘Masenate
Mohato Seeiso attended and gave the keynote address. Also in
attendance were the Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Health,
other Government Ministers, health development partners, and
the diplomatic community, as well as members of the public. Mr.
Michael Mizwa, Dr. Diane Nguyen, BIPAI Global Health
Coordinator, and BIPAI Executive Directors Professor Anabwani
from Botswana and Ms. Makhosazana Hlatshwayo from
Swaziland also attended. As of September 2015, the COE has
more than 3,100 active patients. 92 percent of the HIV-infected
children, adolescents, and adults are receiving lifesaving antiretroviral treatment. HIV testing and counseling is provided to
almost 2,000 individuals annually.

Spotlight: BI PAI /TCH
Facility and IT M anagemen t Conference
BIPAI and TCH Facilities Operations sponsored the 3rd Facility & IT Management Conference at the COE in
the Kingdom of Swaziland. The purpose of the conference was to develop and expand the attendee’s skills set
to ensure a functional COE that incorporates people, buildings, processes and technology. There were
fourteen facility and IT managers from the BIPAI network: Romania, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Malawi,
Uganda, and Tanzania and four members of the Houston, Texas, technical team. Conference topics included
operations and maintenance, leadership, finance and business, and project management, and there was a field
trip to Bulembu, an orphanage community in the mountains of Swaziland, to assess their health clinic from a
facility and IT perspective. Baylor-Swaziland intends to incorporate this facility as a satellite COE in the near
future.
One major goal set at the conference for the facilities managers is to earn the International Facility
Management Association (IFMA) “Facility Management Professional (FMP)” designation. IFMA's FMP
designation is a knowledge-based credential for Facilities Management professionals looking to increase their
depth-of-knowledge in the core Facilities Management topics deemed critical by employers.

Tropical Medicine

Collaboration Formed to Address NTDs in High-Risk Area

In November in Merida, Mexico, leaders from the major tropical medicine institutions in the western hemisphere
met to inaugurate a new collaboration among themselves. Trop-G is a consortium whose collaborators comprise
the National School of Tropical Medicine (NSTM), Houston, Texas; Tulane University, New Orleans, Louisiana; and
the Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán (UADY), Merida, Mexico, as well as the Sabin Vaccine Institute and TCH. It is
an international consortium that focuses on neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) in the Gulf Coast states of Mexico
and the U.S., with the aim of controlling and eliminating NTDs from the area.
NTDs in this area include arbovirus infections such as dengue, chikungunya, and West Nile virus infection;
parasitic infections such as Chagas disease, toxocariasis, and trichomoniasis; and certain bacterial infections. The
area is one of the poorest reagions in the U. S., which combined with environmental degradation and warm
subtropical climate, renders it an ideal area for NTDs, especially vector-borne diseases, to flourish. Hence, the
group cautions against using the term “emerging” because evidence indicates that some of these tropical diseases
are not new to the area.
In addition to Dr. Peter Hotez, speakers at the meeting included Dr. Pierre Buekens, Dean of the Department of
Epidemiology at Tulane; Dr. Eric Dumonteil from UADY’s
Centro de Investigaciones Regionales "Dr.
Hideyo Noguchi"; and NSTM associate dean
Dr. Maria Elena Bottazzi, as well as NSTM
professors Drs. Kristy Murray, Job
“It’s no surprise that the major tropical
Lopez, Kathryn Jones, and Uli Strych.
medicine entities in North America are all
Featured symposia topics at the
located somewhere on the Gulf of Mexico.
meeting included Chagas disease,
Trop G is being bring together some of the
vaccine development, and infecttop regional national and international
ious disease epidemiology and
scientists to combat these diseases.”
control. Poster sessions featured 35
--Dr. Peter Hotez
different posters on topics in tropical
medicine from faculty researchers based
at the sponsoring institutions.

Dr. Bottazzi Awarded Honduran National Honor

“I am thrilled and honored
to receive this award from
my native Honduras. I am
especially proud that I was
nominated by my alma
mater, the Universidad
Nacional Autónoma de
Honduras--I really
appreciate their support.
It means a lot to me.”
-- Dr. Bottazzi

Dr. Maria Elena Bottazzi, Professor and Associate Dean
of the National School of Tropical Medicine, is the recipient
of the 2015 Jose Cecilio del Valle National Science Award
from the government of Honduras.
The award was created in 1967 by the Honduran
legislature and is presented by the country’s president. It
recognizes “distinction in the arts and sciences” for
contributions to the nation’s body of knowledge, its
resources, values, and development.
Dr. Bottazzi’s principal research interest is the role of
vaccines as disease control tools integrated into international public health programs and initiatives, in addition to her activities in
promoting education, advocacy, and clinical improvements surrounding emerging and neglected tropical diseases.
Dr. Bottazzi was also awarded active membership in the American Pediatric
Society by its council and members. Founded in 1888, the APS is dedicated to the
advancement of child health through promotion of pediatric research and other
endeavors.

Video Highlights Work in Mozambique
Nathaniel Wilder Wolf, Scientific Editor,
interviewed Drs. Rojelio Mejia and Juliana
da Silva for a video he produced about the
work the National School of Tropical
Medicine is doing in Mozambique. Dr. Mejia
is studying co-infections of malaria and
intestinal parasites in children; Dr. da Silva
participated as part of her postdoctoral
fellowship.
In the video, Dr. Mejia notes that in Africa
overall, 600,000 children die annually from
malaria. The situation is exacerbated by coinfections
with
other
diseases
and
helminthes.
The group is working in collaboration with Centro de Investigacao em saude de Manhica.
The video can be viewed here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHsOmOSWmdA

BCM brings in the equipment and
agents and trains their personnel on
using the PCR, which is far superior
to the microscopy that has been the
usual means of diagnosing the
malaria.

Public Health

Department Introduces New Section for Public Health
Mission Statement
To create a healthier future for Texas’ children and families by leading
inpatient care, education, and research that seek to mitigate childhood
adversities and to accentuate individual, family, and community resilience.

A new and innovative Section of Public Health Pediatrics (SPHP), under the
leadership of Dr. Christopher Greeley, has been created in recognition that
complex family and community forces play a large role in the health and wellbeing of the children who receive care at TCH. In taking this initiative, the
Department demonstrates once again its vision to care for all children well
beyond the hospital walls. The Section will serve to help reframe the role of
the pediatrician and children’s hospitals in the lives of children and families.
The identification of children’s extended needs dates back at least to the
1970s, when pediatrician Dr. Robert Haggarty introduced the term “New
Morbidities,” to include emotional disorders, education needs, and family
dysfunction. Since then, the term has expanded to include child abuse and
neglect, community violence, parental mental health, poverty, media, and
socioeconomic disparity and inequality. In 2012, the American Academy of
Pediatrics introduced the Eco-Bio-Developmental frame-work, which
highlighted the negative impact of
“Toxic Stress” on the lives of children
and called upon pediatricians to
become more aware of the role that
home, community, school, and
neighborhood factors play in the lives
of children. To that end, the SPHP
will serve as a “hub” to connect
practi-tioners, services, and programs
in a larger effort to reframe how
children are valued and receive care
within our community and society at
large.
SPHP’s areas of focus will include
child abuse and neglect, violence
(community, peer and in-home),
poverty and inequality, the role of
education, mental health (both
children and parents), parent support
and
education,
homelessness
(including run-away and “throwaway” adoles-cents), and access to
health care.

SPHP will start with two critical building blocks: Child Abuse
Pediatrics Clinical Physician Services and the Center for the Study
of Childhood Adversity and Resilience (CARE). Information about
the Clinical Service is provided below. More information about it,
the CARE, and other projects will be featured in future issues of
Pedi Press.
Clinical Service (“Child Protection Team”)
The subspecialty of Child Abuse Pediatrics (CAP) is quite new,
with its first board certification exam given in 2009. Rather than
merely replicating other services in which physicians limit their
scope of practice to either inpatient consultations for suspected
physical abuse or neglect or work within the Children’s Advocacy
Center structure to perform child sexual abuse evaluations, this
SPHP will strive to embed the clinical practice into a larger view of
child well-being.
CAP-certified physicians will be encouraged to pursue clinical
interests that augment their CAP work but are clearly distinct, such
as developing an inner-city/low-income clinical presence or
working with a women’s shelter to provide medical care for the
children in the shelter. While the core clinical service of the SPHP
will remain the inpatient and outpatient child abuse and neglect
services, embedding CAP pediatricians within the SPHP will allow
for a creative expansion of their roles and functions.
Inpatient. Currently, the inpatient consultation service includes
daytime consultation service seven days a week and is offered only
at the TMC/Main Campus. Consults average 10-20 per week, with
many including juvenile and criminal court work. The SPHP will
explore an inpatient services beyond consultative services and may
provide services for failure-to-thrive, neglect, drug-exposed infant
service, and/or “at-risk” children service, as the needs require.
The SHPH also will be working with the clinical staff and
leadership of the West Campus to develop an inpatient consultative
service and to ensure delivery of seamless care for all inpatients.
The opening of the Woodlands Campus will provide additional
opportunities for inpatient consultative services.
Outpatient. The CAP clinical service will plan to have six to
seven half-days of outpatient clinical service. The goal of this
clinical service is to be readily available for same-day outpatient
evaluations for suspected physical abuse, failure-to-thrive, neglect,
drug-exposed infants and/or parent support for high-risk
newborns. Long-term goals include developing a comprehensive
“At Risk Kids” clinical service. Comprehensive inpatient and
outpatient care to high-risk infants would include outpatient and
inpatient care to prevent or mitigate adversity for young infants
and families. Another goal of the SPHP would be to work with
pregnancies at high-risk for socioeconomic and psychosocial
adversity.
This setting provides excellent opportunities for training
medical students and fellows. Role modeling and mentorship of
high-quality clinical care will serve as the basis for didactic
teaching. The CAP physicians will also develop educational
seminars for the Greater Houston medical community. The
outpatient area also provides tremendous opportunities for clinical
research and implantation and dissemination of promising
prevention and intervention strategies.

Central Tenets of SPHP
Clinical Care
One of the most important of the tenants
is clinical care. Providing exceptional,
compassionate, and evidence-based
clinical care sets the tenor of all of the
other domains of excellence. The SPHP
will exceed all standards of clinical care,
and within clinical Child Abuse
Pediatric (CAP) will develop standards
of care designed to be an example for
other clinical services within Texas and
across the country.

Education and Training
Besides providing routine education of
medical students, residents and fellow,
the education and training expectation
will include all other disciplines within
health care (other physician specialties,
nurses) and within the greater Houston
community (civic leaders, policymakers,
thought leaders). Education of
community physicians will be critical to
re-framing the importance of child wellbeing in the context of population health.
There will be a particular emphasis on
the CAP fellowship.

Scholarship/New Knowledge
Clinical research in diagnosis and
management of abuse and neglect,
health services research, community
based prevention strategies, and the
impact of policy on children and families
will receive special focus. This effort
will include aggressively pursuing state
and federal (NIH, DOJ, CDC, SAMHSA)
funding as well as other meritorious
(Robert Wood Johnson) and
philanthropic support. Rigorous, highquality research and scholarship will be
critical to inform the clinical services,
educational and training efforts and the
community presence.

Community Activity
When discussions and decisions occur
that impact children within the greater
Houston community, the SPHP plans to
present and to provide thoughtful,
evidence-based insights as to the impact
they will have on Houston children and
their families.

Emergency Care

Cen ter Addresses Childhood I njury Pr ev ention
Pediatric injury is the number one cause of death of children in the United States. Under
the direction of Dr. Rohit Shenoi, the Center for Childhood Injury Prevention educates
thousands of parents and children each year on a variety of child safety topics, such as
child passenger safety, safe sleep, home safety, and bike and pedestrian safety. The injury
prevention programs are supported by over $500,000 per year in grant funds provided
by Texas Department of Transportation, Kohl’s, Cincinnati Children’s/ Toyota® USA and
the Houston-Galveston Area Council.
TCH and our 20+ community partners inspect more than 3,000 car seats every year
and distribute more than 1,200 car seats to underserved families. TCH maintains one of
the largest inspection station networks in the United States. Additionally, we distributed
more than 1,000 portable cribs to qualifying families so they can provide a safe sleep
environment for their infant.
The Center for Childhood Injury Prevention also serves as the lead for the Safe
Kids Greater Houston Coalition. Through our partnerships with Safe Kids member
organizations, we are able to educate hundreds of children in local school districts
about the importance of pedestrian safety through an annual Safe Kids program,
“Walk This Way.” Additionally, through affiliations with “Elves ‘N More” and the
Texas Medical Association’s “Hard Hats for Little Heads” programs, we distribute
approximately 3,000 helmets each year and educate many more on the importance of
bicycle safety and wearing a helmet.
Prevention of drowning is also an important focus of our injury prevention
program. Through a network of community partners, such as the Red Cross, YMCA and
the

The Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC) has selected Texas Children’s Hospital
to be a contributing site for the National
Electronic Injury Surveillance System
(NEISS). Patient information is collected from
each NEISS hospital for every emergency
visit involving an injury associated with
consumer products. From this sample, the
total number of product-related injuries
treated in hospital emergency rooms
nationwide can be estimated. The system is
useful is detecting new and emerging injury
problems nationally and locally. Often this
has led to safety recalls for defective
consumer products.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Center
educates local families on the importance of
water safety at home, at swimming pools or
when near open water. During the last two
years, water safety efforts have included a
partnership with Telemundo to address the
higher rates of drowning in the Hispanic
population. Through this partnership, a
multilayered campaign was launched,
consisting of Spanish-language water safety
billboards in 15 underserved communities,
public service announcements featuring local
child safety advocates and educational
materials
made
available
through
Telemundo’s social media networks.
Injury Prevention Health Education
Specialists now provide bedside injury
prevention education to trauma patients and
their families centered around their
mechanism of injury and other pertinent
development stage topics. Families are
provided education and connected to
community resources when needed for
additional services, such as getting

Hematology/Oncology
High School Choir Brightens Patient’s Day
In December, the choir of Cypress Falls High
School gave a brave little patient a special
performance to commemorate a major
milestone in her fight against a rare form of
cancer.
Little 10-year-old Eden Green
(pictured, right) was serenaded by the choir to
celebrate her completion of radiation

"They saw a little girl. She's fighting
the fight of her life. She's fighting for
her life, and yet she has hope, and in
the same way they were blessing her,
they were being blessed."
-- Becky Denton, Principal,
Cypress Falls High School.

treatments. One of the choir members, Kailey
Kolb, a junior at the high school, said that
“Music is such a powerful thing, and you can
be going through something like cancer, and it
really just heals your heart.”
A video of the choir’s visit is available on the
KHOU website at

http://www.khou.com/story/news/features/2015/12/16/choirgives-special-performance-for-young-cancer-patient/77466178/

Texans’ Kareem Jackson Spreads Holiday Cheer

Houston Texans’ Kareem Jackson exchanged his #25 jersey for a t-shirt that read “Kareem’s Dream Team” to
bring cheer to young children battling cancer at TCH and MDACC during the holidays. For Kareem, the fight
against cancer is very personal, as his sister was battling leukemia when he was four years old. Remembering
those days and the toll that cancer takes on all members of the family, he says he just wants to be where he can
“help the kids, the families, the siblings. Just be the helping hand and tell them everything’s gonna be OK, if I
could.” Patients and their parents alike, who were interviewed by Channel 13, ABC, news writer Deborah
Wrigley, said that the experience helps to take their minds off the situation and that it gives them a chance to
be a kid enjoying being entertained by a football player. Kareem considers the time and effort an example of
“pay it forward.”

Children’s Hospital of San Antonio

CHofSA Launches Public Phase of Campaign
CHofSA has launched the public phase of Putting
Children First capital campaign to raise $80 million
by December 31, 2016. The public phase follows a
silent phase that began in December 2012 under the
direction of Charlie Amato, Founder and Chairman
of SWBC. It currently is chaired by Suzanne Mead
Feldmann, CEO of Goldsbury Foundation, which
has had a long history with CHRISTUS Santa Rosa
Health System and the CHofSA. Retired Gen. Josue
Robles, Jr., former President of USAA, will chair the
final stretch.
As of November 3, 2015, the Children’s
Foundation had received $73,100,000 so far from a
variety of community and business leaders. The
largest gift to date is $20 million from the Goldsbury
Foundation, named for San Antonio entrepreneur
Christopher “Kit” Goldsbury, who has spearheaded
the redevelopment of Pearl Brewery, and his wife
Angela. The significant gift was also an incentive for other leaders
across the city, as it represented the confidence the Goldsbury
Foundation has in the hospital’s future.
In celebration of the early success and as part of the announcement
of the Campaign, CHofSA illuminated the exterior lights of the
hospital. The 1,000 multi-colored glass panels that illumine two sides
of the hospital each night have their own story and symbolic relevance.
The panels were crafted by master artisans in Germany, who used high
quality materials that would withstand a variety of harsh weather
conditions, thereby symbolizing a safe harbor to weather the storms of
illness and injury.
The colors are based on the mosaic design of the eight-story high
“The Spirit of Healing” mural by San Antonio native (born in
Monterrey, Mexico) Jesse Trevino, which adorns the building. The
mural depicts a guardian angel watching over a young boy and is
composed of 2,000 pieces of tile. The lights serve to provide a warm
glow intended to comfort everyone who seeks care within the hospital’s
walls. In the center of the building is a glass lantern that can be lit and
“represents the holy ground from which a beacon of hope arises and
beckons all children who
“The dove represents life, and the spirit of life,”
seek healing.”
says artist Jesse Treviño. “We must take care of
that child—all children—and guide them as they
grow older. Also, the guardian angel has part of
her wing broken, which represents that you don’t
have to be perfect. The message is simple and
symbolic.”

Dr. Lorber Named to Endowed Chair
Dr. Richard O. Lorber, Professor at BCM and
Cardiology Section Chief at CHofSA, was
named to the Richard S. Wayne, M.D., Endowed
Chair in Pediatric Cardiology. The award was
established in 2009 by CHofSA Foundation and
Endowment Fund Board to commemorate “the
steadfast dedication, never-ending commitment
and resilient leadership of Dr. Wayne.”
Dr. Lorber, who graduated summa cum
laude from Medical College of Wisconsin,
completed his residency at Baystate Medical
Center in Springfield, MA, and a fellowship in
pediatric cardiology at Children’s Memorial
Hospital in Chicago, IL. He continued with
advanced training in pediatric echocardiography at Mount Sinai School of Medicine at the
Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital in
Cleveland, OH, where he practiced for 8 years before joining the CHofSA in 2014.
Endowed chairs
recognize and foster excellence among medical professionals who are leaders in their fields. (pictured above,
Dr. Mark Gilger, Pediatrician-in-Chief congratulates Dr. Lorber)

CHofSA Opens Primary Care Clinic in Alamo Ranch

Dr. Tanya Rackley (left) and
Dr. Lorelei Gonzalez are
seeing
patients
at
the
Children's Hospital of San
Antonio’s new clinic in Alamo
Ranch on the far West Side.

CHofSA expanded its pediatric network into the community’s far west side with the opening of a new
Primary Care Clinic in Alamo Ranch, to provide greater access to care for children and families. The
expansion is part of the hospital’s commitment to recruit world-class pediatricians and then position
them in key areas around the community, with the goal of providing the best pediatric health care for
all families in the San Antonio area. The Clinic in Alamo Ranch will use an integrated medical record
system that will be accessible to all physicians in the CHof SA network. It provides physicians access to
a seamless progression of care for children who may require testing and treatment at more than one
location in the hospital system and ensures that children do not undergo unnecessary duplication of lab
tests or imaging services. Any physician treating a child in the network can view the results in real time.
The Alamo Ranch location will provide prenatal interviews, newborn care, routine checkups, diagnoses
and treatments of illnesses, school and sports physical, immunizations, and specialty referrals.
Procedures will include nebulizer treatments, injections, basic wound care, and earwax removal.

Local Groups Provide Funds and Fun for CHofSA

The 17th Annual “Teed Off at Cancer” Golf Tournament and Halloween-themed Casino night raised more
the $149,000 for the CHofSA. Jana and Tom “T-Bone” Bounds, longtime supporters and friends of the
hospital as well as co-founders of Teed Off, presented the check to CHofSA. The couple support patients
year-round with monetary donations, as well as items such as Hope Bags, blankets, and meal cards to help
families of children admitted to CHofSA.
Earlier in the year, they helped support the
Hematology/Oncology unit playroom, and later they hosted the Third Annual Teed Off at Cancer Toy
Drive, which collected hundreds of toys for children who will be in hospital during the holiday season.

The Knights of
Columbus and the
American Wheelchair
Mission presented
more than 100
wheelchairs to
CHofSA. All funds to
purchase the chairs
were raised by local
Knights of Columbus
chapters.

It wasn’t clear who most enjoyed the San Antonio
Spurs’ visit December 17, the patients or players
Manu Ginobili and Matt Bonner! It was tough to
tell – there were lots of smiles and laughter going
on! The children and their families were SUPER
excited to meet the players and Coyote up close!
Plus, they got their pictures taken together!

On December 15, San Antonio Rampage
players and children who are cancer
survivors enjoyed a day of bowling!
They also share other fun events like
board games, pizza, and getting VIP
treatment at Rampage hockey games.
What a great partnership!
For more information on these and other stories, visit the
CHofSA Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/ChildrensHospSA/

DEPARTMENT RESEARCH . . .
Highlights & Updates
Researchers Identify Genetic Cause of CCSK
Researchers at TCH, along with a multicenter research team,
have made a groundbreaking discovery of a genetic cause of
clear cell sarcoma of the kidney (CCSK), a high-risk
childhood cancer that metastasizes to bone and brain. The
discovery of a genetic mutation associated with CCSK has
opened a new path of research and may point the way to
new diagnostic tests for the disease, which was first
described in the 1970s. Dr. Angshumov Roy, Asst. Professor
is lead author; Dr. Will Parsons, Assoc. Professor, is another
author on the report, which was published in Nature
Communications.
Using a combination of whole exome sequencing and
whole-transcriptome (RNA) sequencing to characterize the genomic landscape of CCSK, the research team
initially detected a mutation in the BCOR gene in a single patient with CCSK. That gene is involved in
regulating cell differentiation through epigenetic mechanisms. The research team later discovered recurrent
duplication mutations with the gene in 85 percent of patients with CCSK, but it was not found in other
childhood kidney tumors. “The discovery of these duplications in the vast majority of CCSKs, but not in
Wilms tumors, offers the potential for a highly sensitive and specific molecular diagnostic test for these
cancers,” noted Dr. Parsons.
The specific type of mutation, called internal tandem duplications (ITD), has been reported only rarely in
cancers, possibly because they are difficult to detect with standard bioinformatics techniques. The researchers
found identical ITDs in those tumors that had gone undetected in a
previously published study on CCSKs.
A second discovery was an unexpected link
between CCSKs and undifferentiated sarcomas,
which also have mutations involving the BCOR
“The work is one of the first
gene but no other similarities. Dr. Parsons
descriptions of a defining genetic
added that this finding “highlights the
hallmark in clear cell sarcoma of the
importance of using unbiased genomic
profiling as a tool to uncover biological
kidney.”
similarities
between tumors that may lead to
--Dr. Angshumov Roy
the redesigning of therapeutic strategies.”

Others involved in this study included: Vijetha Kumar, Erica Fang, Nimesh Patel and Karen Eldin, all with Baylor and
Texas Children’s Hospital; Barry Zorman, Katherine Haines, HarshaVardhan Doddapaneni, Oliver Hampton, Simon
White, Abhishek Bavle and David Wheeler, all of Baylor; James Amatruda, Dinesh Rakheja, Patrick Leavey and Stephen
Skapek, all with the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas; John Hicks of Baylor, Texas Children’s
Hospital and Texas Children’s Cancer Center; and Sharon Plon, Murali Chintagumpala, Jed Nuchtern and Pavel
Sumazin of Baylor and Texas Children’s Cancer Center.

BCM/TCH Joins Multicenter Trial for Status Epilepticus
Pediatric Emergency Medicine physicians are participating in a study to determine
which of three drugs commonly used to treat a condition called status epilepticus is the
most effective. Status epilepticus is a life-threatening condition defined as a seizure
lasting longer than five minutes that does not cease on its own and from which the
patient does not awaken. According to Dr. Daniel Rubalcava, principal investigator
at BCM/TCH, “There are no definitive studies that show which treatment is most
effective in stopping status epilepticus or prolonged seizure episodes.”
The study began in October and will include patients who come to the TCH
emergence center with prolonged seizures that are not controlled after they have
received a full dose of benzodiazepines. The study, part of the Established Status
Epilepticus Treatment Trial, is operating under a special emergency protocol that does
not require immediate informed consent, as the patient is unable to provide it at the
time of presentation, immediate treatment may be needed, and often the parent or guardian is not present at
the hospital. The Trial is a multicenter network funded by the National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke. At TCH, initial treatment for patients who present at the emergency center will be administration
of benzodiazepine, but if the seizure does not resolve, the physicians will administer one of three medications.
Results will be assessed to determine which of the three (phenytoin, valproic acid, levetiracetam; all of which
are FDA-approved and commonly used in these situations) is most effect and safe in treating status
epilepticus. BCM/TCH is one of three study sites in Houston involved in the study, the other two being
Memorial Hermann and Lyndon Baines Johnson Hospital.

Researchers Identify Genes Associated with ITP
Dr. Jenny Despotovic, Asst. Professor, presented
research at the American Society of Hematology
“This study is the first of its demonstrating the findings of BCM researchers
of genes associated with chronic immune
kind in chronic ITP, and these thrombocytopenia (ITP), an autoimmune
findings may facilitate
bleeding disorder.
In patients with ITP,
improved understanding of
antibodies are formed against platelets, resulting
in a low platelet count and blood that does not
the development of this
disease and why it becomes a clot properly. Using DNA samples obtained
from the North American Chronic ITP Registry
chronic disease in some
and the Platelet Disorders Center at the Weillchildren. . . In addition,
Cornell Medical Center, the researchers
understanding patients’
performed whole exome sequencing at BCM’s Human Genome
genetic changes could lead to Sequencing Center, as part of collaboration with the ITP Consortium of
more personalized approaches North America. Dr. Despotovic noted that the results of the study
“showed that variants in genes associated with immune cell signaling,
to treatment of this
including IFNA17, are significantly more common in children with
disorder.”
chronic ITP than in the healthy population. More than 40 percent of the
--Dr. Despotovic
172 ITP patients in the study had a variant in IFNA17. One variant was
present in 26 percent of the patients with ITP, compared to only
approximately 5 percent of controls. This gene is associated with immune cell activity and may play an
important role in predisposition to ITP or disease severity.“
Others who contributed to this research were Eric Boerwinkle and Linda Polfus, both of the University of Texas Health
Science Center at Houston, Jonathan Flanagan of Baylor and Texas Children’s Hospital, and numerous collaborators in
ICON.

Results in Mouse Model Hold Hope for Neurological Disorders
Dr. Huda Zoghbi, Professor, and her team published research findings of a new
potential way to treat intellectual disabilities, autism, and other neurological disorders
that have gene duplications. More than 10 years ago, Dr. Zoghbi demonstrated that
levels of MeCP2 (methyl-CpG-biding protein) affect expression of thousands of other
genes in the brain: too little results in Rett syndrome, whereas too much can cause a
different neurological problem. Mouse models developed in her lab generated with
an extra copy of the MeCP2 gene developed a progressive neurological disorder,
which proved to be the case in people, as well, who had duplication of the gene. In
the recent work, Dr. Zoghby and Dr. Yehezkel Sztainberg, a post-doctoral fellow in
her lab and first author of the report, along with colleagues, used both state-of-the-art
genetic techniques and a small molecule that can target specific genetic material to
reverse the effects of the duplicated gene. They showed that when the mice engineered to have an extra copy
of the MECP2 gene became fully symptomatic, deleting the extra gene normalized the levels of MeCP2 and
reversed many of the phenotypes.
Because such deletion is not feasible in treating human patients, Dr. Zoghbi and colleagues used antisense
oligonucleotides (ASOs) to normalize the levels of MeCP2, which largely reversed the behavioral, molecular,
and other deficits in the mice. Treatment of older mice, who were having numerous seizures, also resulted in
cessation of the seizures, demonstrating that the brains were not permanently damaged and could recover.
These encouraging findings, along with the results of ASOs being tested in individuals with spinal
muscular atrophy, a devastating genetic disorder, provide hope that this approach can be used in human
MECP2 gene duplications in the future. The antisense base pairs seek out natural partners and silence the
extra gene. It has potential for treating other disorders in which patients have duplication of genetic material
by targeting genes in the critical regions. These conditions include autism, intellectual disabilities, CharcotMarie-Tooth disease, Potocki-Lupski syndrome, and Down syndrome.
The study was published in the December 2015 (528:123-126) issue of Nature.
Others who took part in this work include Hong-mei Chen, John W. Swann, Shuang Hao, Bin Tang, Zhenyu Wu, Jianrong
Tang, Ying-Wooi Wan, and Zhandong Liu all of Baylor and the Neurological Research Institute, and Frank Rigo of Isis
Pharmaceuticals in Carlsbad, California.

TODAY Show Contributes to Cancer Research
TODAY Show viewers award a 4-year grant
funded through the American Cancer Society’s
“Shine A Light” campaign to Dr. Andras Heczey,
Asst. Professor. The ACS program was unveiled
at the beginning of 2014 by the TODAY Show.
The outreach project is a 16-month initiative
focused on service and returning to the
communities in need. Each show anchor and host
of TODAY chooses a cause to support throughout
the year. In this case, funding for the $583,000
grant was raised in part by
co-host Hoda Kotb, with the remainder coming from donations made
directly to the Society.
Dr. Heczey is working on ways to use immunotherapy to treat
neuroblastoma, a common cause of cancer-related deaths in infants and
children. His research involves manipulating killer T lymphocytes by first
educating them to the presence of the neuroblastoma and then directing
them to kill it and any tumor-supporting cells.

"Only approximately half of
patients who receive a highrisk neuroblastoma diagnosis
survive, and we haven't seen
dramatic improvement in the
outlook of newly diagnosed
patients…Progress is urgently
needed, and I am confident
that immunotherapy is the key
to saving more young lives from
neuroblastoma."
--Dr. Andras Heczey

Researchers Collaborate on Vaccine for Chagas Disease
Dr. Peter J. Hotez, Professor and founding dean of the BCM National School of
Tropical Medicine, his team, and a team of researchers from UTHealth School of
Public Health under the direction of Dr. Eric L. Brown are working on developing a
vaccine for Chagas disease, which currently is treatable by only two antiparasitic
drugs, benznidazone and nifurtimox, both of which have high toxicity.
The
disease, which is difficult to diagnose because the symptoms imitate other diseases
and illnesses, and physicians usually do not test for Chagas disease. It does not the
patient’s blood chemistry if Chagas is suspected. The disease, which is increasing in
prevalence in Texas, is caused by parasites that can destroy heart muscle and the
nervous system, eventually leading to sudden death or heart failure. The small
window of opportunity for treating the disease combined with the undesirable side
effects of the two drugs render the management especially challenging. A vaccine would both prevent people
from getting the disease and provide possible immunization for people who already infected, thereby
preventing some of the late-stage symptoms from manifesting. Two researchers, Dr. Brown and Dr. Nisha
Jain Garg of the UT Medical Branch in Galveston, recently published vaccine studies, but obtaining funding
for extensive research is difficult because Chagas is considered a neglected disease and more awareness of
both its prevalence and effects is needed. Hence, while the scientists continue to work on a vaccine, they also
are seeking to raise more public awareness.

Pediatricians Recommend Raising Age
for Purchasing Tobacco Products
Dr. Harold Farber, Assoc. Professor, was lead author on a wide-ranging new
report that outlined sweeping recommendations regarding use of tobacco and
nicotine by youth. The report called for greater federal regulation, higher prices,
more comprehensive no-smoking zones, and a ban on flavored products.
The American Academy of Pediatrics followed with a recommendation
increasing the minimum age to purchase tobacco products and electronic cigarettes
from 18 to 21 years, signaling their concern about the continuing public health
threat to children, adolescents, and adults. The recommendation was presented at
the AAP’s national conference in October and published online in the journal
Pediatrics.
The AAP report noted that developing brains are particularly
vulnerable to developing a dependence on tobacco and nicotine. The report also called for better funding
of tobacco control, barring of the tobacco industry from developing and implementing tobacco education
and control programs, restrictions on tobacco use in movies and other media, requirements that ecigarette liquid nicotine products come in child-resistant containers, and elimination of vaping in nosmoking zones.
With regard to the growing popularity of vaping, Dr. Farber noted that the recommendations concern
numerous products that youth currently are using: hookahs, small cigars, combustible cigarettes, and ecigarettes. He emphasized that 90 percent of adult smokers started smoking before reaching their 18th
birthday and that research indicates that adolescents who experiment with e-cigarettes and
moreconventional forms are more likely than their peers to become regular smokers, and they are less
likely to stop smoking.

MAKE A NOTE . . .

February 5, 2016 - DEADLINE for submitting Letter of Intent - CRIS
The purpose of the TCH Educational Scholarship Awards is (a) to promote educational scholarship among faculty
members and (b) to encourage collaboration around education among programs/sections within, and beyond,
the Department of Pediatrics at Baylor College of Medicine.
February 18-20, 2016 – APA Southern Regional Meeting, New Orleans, LA
This meting offers a unique opportunity to learn from and network with other clinician educators from APA
regions 7 and 8. http://www.academicpeds.org/regions/region_7cfm
February 25-28, 2016 – ACGME Annual Education Conference, Washington DC
The 2016 conference, in addition to showcasing many of the current ACGME initiatives (such as the full
implementation of the Next Accreditation System, the Milestones, the Clinical Learning Environment Review, and
the ACGME self-study program) will offer dedicated sessions based upon quality improvement and patient safety,
the latest on competency-based medical education assessment, and a report on the ACGME’s efforts to improve
resident and practicing physician well-being.
March 24, 2916 – DEADLINE for submitting Proposal for CRIS Education Scholarship Award
March 29, 2016 - Pediatric Research and Fellows’ Symposium
This event will be comprised of a keynote scientific address, a keynote scholarship presentation, fellows’
workshop on “Finding Joy in Academia”, as well as presentations of featured abstracts. A moderated poster
session will broadly feature trainee pediatric research conducted at Texas Children’s Hospital. There will also be
prizes for the most meritorious submissions/presentations across a number of categories.
March 30 – April 2, 2016 – APPD Spring Meeting, New Orleans, LA
APPD is a community of pediatric educators, with a GME focus. The meeting theme of deliberative practice,
working in teams, and innovations in medical education promises to provide a wealth of experiences and
exposures.
April 11 - 14, 2016 Master Class on Writing Research for Publication, Montreal, Canada
This is an intensive, four-day course on scholarly writing. This vibrant and picturesque city will provide a unique
opportunity to step away from day-to-day distractions, be inspired by new surroundings, and focus on your
scholarly writing.
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