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Feature Article

New Innovation & Improvement Center
Created to Improve Emergency Care

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
announced the opening on July 1, 2016, of a national
Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC)
Innovation and Improvement Center (IIC) at
BCM/TCH. The national EIIC is a cooperative
agreement from the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) EMSC Program, within the
Maternal and Child Health Bureau. The center was
launched in collaboration with the AAP to oversee
and develop new initiatives to optimize and
improve pediatric emergency care nationwide.
The AAP noted that more than 27 million children in
the U.S. visit emergency centers each year. Almost 2
million of those visits involve arriving to hospital by
EMS.
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The Emergency Department often serves to provide
a safety net for children who have acute illness or
injury or when primary care providers are
unavailable, the parents lack insurance, or other
factors preclude access to other forms of health care.
The EMSC IIC at BCM/TCH will use clinical
systems integration framework and input from
subject matter experts and stakeholder organizations, including the AAP, Emergency Nurses
Association, National Association of State EMS
Officials and others. They will provide EMSC
grantees and the emergency care community with
the training, support, and tools to use Quality
Improvement methodologies to minimize morbidity
and mortality rates in children who have sustained
severe illness or injury.

The EMSC IIC will support work
to optimize pediatric emergency
care by:
Identifying evidence based,
evidence informed, and
innovative strategies and tools to
improve pediatric emergency
medical services;
Educating the broader EMSC
community of these strategies
and tools; and
Developing and implementing QI
collaborative to advance and
improve national EMSC
performance measures.

The new EMSC IIC is a historic
partnership between the HRSA and an
academic center. It will be under the
executive leadership of Dr. Charles
Macias, Director, and that of Dr.
Krisanne Graves, Dr. Kate Remick, and
Dr. Manish Shah. The Center will
leverage systems integration, innovation, generation of evidence, quality
improvement, infrastructure development, and accountability to reduce
pediatric mortality and morbidity and
improve
outcomes
across
the
continuum of care for ill and injured children in urgent and
emergent care settings. More information is available at:
https://emscimprovement.center

The AAP, a national non-profit organization of 66,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric medical subspecialists, and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to the health, safety, and well-being of infants,
children, adolescents, and young adults, will collaborate in this effort as a key partner. The association is a
long-time EMSC advocate and partner in the National Pediatric Readiness Project. It will provide expertise
and assistance with EIIC activities through its national Committee on Pediatric Emergency Medicine, Disaster
Preparedness Advisory Council, Section on Emergency Medicine, and others. Its aim is to foster quality
improvement collaboratives, establish a National Pediatric ED Facility Recognition program for all states, and
improve pediatric readiness, targeting the more than 4,000 hospital Emergency Departments nationwide.

“This center will focus on improving outcomes for children by developing and
implementing quality improvement strategies that enhance pediatric emergency
medical services both in the prehospital and hospital settings in all states and
territories in the U.S. This historic partnership between a pediatric hospital,
academic center and the HRSA is truly transforming the way we look at
providing and delivering healthcare.”
--Dr. Charles Macias
Director, EIIC

Information extracted from http://www2.aap.org/sections/pem/PDF/AAPEIICLaunchPromoMessageFinal.pdf
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DEPARTMENT NEWS . . .
Events & Happenings
Texas Children’s Ranks #4 in United States
The latest U.S. News & World Report
ranked Texas Children’s Hospital as 4th
among some 180 pediatric centers in the
United States. TCH also was placed on
the Best Children’s Hospital Honor Roll
for the 8th consecutive year. It is one of
only 11 hospitals on the Honor Roll
and the only pediatric hospital in the
southern U.S. to make the Honor Roll
consistently since the specialty-specific rankings were initiated
in the 2009-2010 year.
The rankings are based on a
methodology that weighs a combination of outcome and carerelated measures, including advanced technology, best
practices, credentialing, infection prevention, nursing care,
outcomes, and reputation.
The data are gathered from
pediatric centers through a detailed survey of more than 10,000
pediatric specialists who answer a question about where they
would refer their sickest patients. To qualify for the Honor
Roll, an institution must garner high scores in at least three
specialty areas.
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Best Children’s Hospitals
Honor Roll
1. Boston Children’s Hospital
2. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
3. Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Medical Center
4. Texas Children’s Hospital
5. Seattle Children’s Hospital
6. Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s
Hospital (Chicago)
7. Children’s Hospital Los Angeles &
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
(tie)
9. Children’s Hospital Colorado
10. Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital
& Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Ohio (tie)

Department Continues to Grow Exponentially

Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman, presented updates on the department and TCH at the July Faculty Meeting held
at TCH and via internet at the different satellite sites. Among the good news was the increase in the number
of faculty with primary appointments, from 500 in 2007 to 1148 in 2016, rendering it the largest department at
BCM. He also announced that the department ranked #7 (up from #9 in 2015) among pediatric departments
and BCM ranked #9 (up from #11 in 2015) among primary care schools in the 2016-2017 US News & World
Report’s Rankings for Medical Schools.

Dr. Kline also discussed submissions for grants and
funding for the past year, noting that the number of
grant submissions increased by more than 400 since
2011, including an increase of 215 from 2015. Grant
and contract awards by Section were displayed (see
above) in US million dollars, with Cardiology and
Nutrition together accounting for more than 60% of
the funding. Total funding, reaching $103 million,
also exceeded previous years.

All slides courtesy of Julie O’Brien
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International Award Recognizes Faculty Member’s Scientific Contribution
Dr. Huda Zoghbi received the 2016 Shaw Prize in Life Science and Medicine from
The Shaw Foundation in Hong Kong. The $1.2 million award was presented jointly
to Dr. Zoghbi and Dr. Adrian P. Bird of the University of Edinburgh for their
groundbreaking discovery of the genes and the encoded proteins associated with
Rett syndrome, the leading cause of intellectual disabilities in girls. The Shaw Prize
is an international award established in 2002 to foster scientific research and honors
individuals who have achieved significant breakthroughs in academic and scientific
research or applications, and whose work has resulted in a positive and profound
impact on humanity.

Faculty Members Receive
Master Clinician and Rising Star Awards
The Master Clinician and Rising Star Awards ceremony was held Wednesday, June 15, in the Alkek Lobby,
with a reception following. The awards were established by Baylor President and CEO Dr. Paul Klotman to
recognize faculty for their exemplary qualities of clinical excellence and expertise, patient care,
professionalism, commendable leadership skills, and continuous service to the community. The Master
Clinician Awards are for full professors with 15 or more years of clinical service at Baylor. The Rising Star
Awards recognize assistant and associate professors with at least five years of clinical service. Recipients
from Pediatrics of this year’s awards were:

Dr. James Adams
Master Clinician Award
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Dr. Bruno Chumpitazi
Rising Star Award

Dr. Mohan Pammi
Rising Star Award

Pediatrics Well Represented at
BCM Medical Education Awards Ceremony
On May 19, BCM faculty members were recognized for outstanding leadership in education at the Medical
Education Awards Ceremony, held in BCM’s Cullen Auditorium.

“The faculty we honor with these awards are among the
best of the best. Their efforts in training tomorrow’s leaders in
academic medicine will be celebrated this month when we award
degrees to our medical school and graduate school students.”
--Dr. Paul Klotman, President, CEO, and Executive Dean, BCM

Barbara and Corbin J. Robertson, Jr., Presidential Award for Excellence in
Education, which recognizes faculty members who have made long-standing,
consistent, and highly valued contributions to the educational mission of BCM, was
awarded to Dr. Judith Campbell, Professor, along with Dr. John Coverdale.
Recipients of the award become members of the Baylor Society of Presidential
Educators and receive a crystal award and $10,000.

Faculty members who were honored for Education Research were Dr. Marni Axelrad, Assoc. Professor (left),
Dr. Douglas Fishman, Assoc. Professor (Center), and Dr. Teri Turner, Assoc. Professor (right).
The Fulbright and Jaworski Faculty Excellence Awards, presented for outstanding teaching in different
specialty areas, recognized several members of the department: Dr. Corrie Chumpitazi, Asst. Prof., Dr.
Virginia Cline, Asst. Prof., Dr. Elizabeth Collins, Assoc. Prof., Dr. Armando Correa, Asst. Prof., Dr. Elaine
Field, Asst. Prof., Dr. M. Monica Gramatges, Asst. Prof., Dr. Lina Karam, Asst. Prof., Dr. Fong Lam, Asst.
Prof., Dr. Parth Mehta, Asst. Prof., Dr. Sanghamitra Misra, Asst. Prof., Dr. Karin Price, Assoc. Prof., Dr. Sarah
Swartz, Asst. Prof., Dr. Sharonda Alston Taylor, Asst. Prof., and Dr. Constance Wiemann, Assoc. Prof.
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Department
Promotions and Awards

At the Faculty meeting in July, Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman, announced the following Faculty
Appointments, between January 1 and June 30, 2016:
Professor of Pediatrics
Dr. Christopher Greeley
Dr. Debananda Pati
Associate Professor of Pediatrics
Brian Bates, MD
Caridad Martinez, MD
Bruno Chumpitazi, MD, MPH
Eyal Muscal, MD
Tammy Kang, MD
Binita Patel, MD
Kala Kamdar, MD
Manish Shah, MD
Daniel Leung, MD
Patricia Scherrer, MD
Kathryn Leung, MD
Yong Xu, PhD
Dr. Kline also named the recipients of the 2016 Research Mentorship Awards. Recipients were
nominated by pediatric research and clinical postdoctoral fellows and by their peers and colleagues.
These awards recognize:
sustained contribution to development of fellows and junior faculty
contribution to overall research activities of the Department
strong independent research program
positive career role model
leadership, compassion and constructive feedback
Professor Level
Dr. Morven Edwards
Dr. Maria Elena Botazzi
Associate Professor Level
Dr. Will Parsons
Dr. Carla Davis
Research Awards announced at the meeting were:
2016 Pilot Basic Research Awards
Andrew Landstrom, MD, PhD – Cardiology
Sarah Sartain, MD – Hematology/Oncology
2016 Pilot Clinical Research Awards
John Hollier, MD – Gastroenterology
Jennette Moreno, PhD – Nutrition
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2016 Pilot Translational Research Award
Saurabh Agarwal, PhD – Hem/Oncology
Wendy Allen-Rhoades, MD – Hem/Oncology
Sara Anvari, MD – Immunology, Allergy and
Rheumatology
Eveline Barbieri, MD, PhD – Hem/Oncology
Jenny Despotovic, DO – Hem/Oncology
Robin Parihar, MD, PhD – Hem/Oncology

Faculty

Dr. James Adams, Professor, received a Proclamation from the city of Houston
designating Thursday, June 30, 2016, as James Mervyn Adams Day. He was honored in
an event held on June 29 recognizing his legacy and retirement. Dr. Adams established
the first TCH Neonatal Transport Service in 1978. It eventually became known as the
Kangaroo Crew Neonatal Transport Service. He was the first physician to design,
develop, and implement a TCH Neonatal Nurse Practitioner Program and a Pediatric
Respiratory Care Program, which brought neonatal nurse practitioners and respiratory
therapists to the forefront of newborn care in the TCH NICU.

Dr. Mary Brandt, Professor, stepped down as the Senior Associate Dean for Student
Affairs on June 30. Dr. Brandt was initially appointed to a leadership role in Student
Affairs in 2011. She subsequently stepped in as Interim Senior Associate Dean of
Medical Education from 2014-2015 during a stressful and tenuous time period for the
medical school and provided stability for our students and faculty. She resumed her
role in Student Affairs in 2015.

Dr. Elizabeth Collins, Assoc. Professor, received the Alumni of the Year award from
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine. The award was presented at the
commencement ceremony in May in Springfield, Ill., for Distinguished Service and for
outstanding commitment to the health and welfare of patients and the community and
for humanitarian activities.

Dr. Wayne Franklin, Assoc. Professor, was selected by the Aspen Institute as Health
Innovator Fellow for its 2016 class. The Health Innovators Fellowship Program was
created in 2015 to strengthen the leadership of innovators across the U.S. healthcare
system and to connect, inspire, and challenge them to create new approaches that will
improve the health and well-being of all Americans.
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Dr. Ellen Friedman, Professor, received the 2016 Distinguished Surgeon Award from
the Texas Children’s Hospital department of surgery. Friedman served as chief of
otolaryngology at Texas Children’s for 24 years. The award is given to those who have
forged a path of innovation in surgical excellence, research and education in the surgery
division. She was recognized as a leader for women in her field and for academic
surgeons in general.

Dr. Michael Northrop, Asst. Professor of critical care at the Children’s Hospital of San
Antonio, was the recipient of the San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Education
Consortium Pediatric Residency Excellence in Teaching Award for 2016 in the category
of “Outside Sites” from the military program. By vote of the military pediatric residents,
this award recognizes the best pediatric teacher for 2016 in non-military based programs.

Dr. David Poplack, Professor and Director of the TCH Cancer Center, received the
Distinguished Career Award at the American Society of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
annual meeting in Minneapolis in May. The prestigious award recognizes a senior
physician or other professional who has had a significant impact on research, education,
patient care, and advocacy.

Dr. Lisa Forbes, Asst. Prof. and Dr. Vivien Sheehan, Asst. Prof.,
were two of three recipients of the Chao Physician-Scientist
Awards.

Dr. Daniel Landi, Postdoctoral Fellow, received the Pfizer Oncology Young Investigator
Award from the Conquer Cancer Foundation. The honor was announced at the
American Society of Clinical Oncology annual meeting in Chicago. The award includes a
one-year $50,000 grant to promising investigators during the transition year from a
fellowship program to faculty appointment, to encourage and promote quality research
in clinical oncology. His mentor is Dr. Nabil Ahmed.
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CRIS’s Guiding Principles Enhance Scholarly Performance
As a collaborative group of leaders in medical education-related
research, innovation, and scholarship, the Center for Research,
Innovation and Scholarship (CRIS) is grounded in three principles that
frame the efforts and practices of the Center. Under the leadership of
Dr. Teri Turner, Director (left), and Dr. Satid Thammasitboon,
Associate Director (right), the Center is committed to the following
principles
• ENGAGE: involve faculty, trainees, and TCH leadership in the educational issues that matter to them.
• COLLABORATE: create a local community of educators and being a hub for scholarship at regional,
national, and international levels.
• GUIDE: facilitate the growth of faculty and trainees and support their academic endeavors.
For more information about how CRIS can support your scholarly endeavors, contact
Dr. Teri Turner at Teri.Turner@bcm.edu or Dr. Satid Thammasitboon at satidt@bcm.edu

CRIS Announces Educational Grant Recipients

11

Pulmonary Medicine

Pulmonary Medicine Ranks #1 in United States
U.S. News and World Report has ranked Pulmonary Care at TCH as #1
in the nation in their 2016-2017 edition of Best Children’s Hospitals.
The rankings are the result of evaluations that weigh combinations of
outcomes, care-related measures such as nursing care, advanced
technology, credentialing, outcomes, best practices, prevention of
infection, and reputation.
Pulmonary Care at TCH, under the direction of Dr. Peter Hiatt,
Assoc. Professor, offers services to treat children dealing with any
pulmonary issue. Research covers a range of common and rare
pulmonary disorders, and clinics focus on severe asthma, cystic fibrosis, pulmonary
hypertension, tracheostomy and ventilator issues, aerodigestive subspecialties, and sickle-cell-focused
pulmonary issues, as well as others.
Of particular note are
• the Cystic Fibrosis Care Center, which provides comprehensive clinical services and is the only
accredited pediatric CF center in Southeast Texas
• the Hypertension Program, which has been diagnosing and treating pediatric pulmonary hypertension
since 2001; it is one of the few programs in the United States dedicated to treating this condition.
• the dedicated Asthma Center, which is staffed by a multidisciplinary team of experts in pediatric allergy
and immunology and pulmonary medicine and works with the families and referring physicians to
create tailored daily management and acute rescue plans to prevent asthma episodes.
TCH also boasts one of the largest and most successful pediatric lung transplant programs in the world and is
one of only two institutions worldwide that performs more than ten transplants a year.

“This survey result demonstrates what we already know,
Texas Children’s is one of the best places in the country for
children in need of pulmonary care. Our team’s steadfast
commitment to providing the most innovative treatments
possible to our patients and families is what motivates us
every single day to do better, to be better, with the ultimate
goal of providing life-changing and life-saving treatments to
children in need.”
-- Dr. Peter Hiatt

12

Hematology/Oncology
Cancer Center Receives #2 Rank Nationwide
The TCH Cancer Center has
again been recognized as a
national leader in cancer
among pediatric hospitals. U.
S. News & World Report ranked
it #2 in the nation in its 20162018 survey.
The Cancer
Center, directed by Dr. David
Poplack, Professor, provides
personalized,
high-quality,

Developmental Therapeutics and the Cell and Gene
Therapy Programs are recognized nationally as
major
leaders
in
the
development
of
novel
approaches to treat pediatric
cancer. Patients have access to
the most advanced
and
innovated targeted therapies,
as well as cellular therapies.
A wide array of programs is

aimed at curing children
with diagnoses ranging
from the most common to
“We are thrilled to see our expert team
recognized for their commitment and passion rare forms of cancer. The
multidisciplinary team of
for leading the way in delivering state-ofpediatric oncologists, surthe-art pediatric cancer treatment and in
geons, pathologists, genetThe Center’s physicians
developing innovative new therapies through icists, immunotherapists,
are world-renowned leadour cutting-edge laboratory and clinical
and other clinical researchers in their fields and
research
efforts.
Our
ranking
further
ers who work together
provide
state-of-the-art
confirms our standing as a national leader in helps design the approach
medical care.
and achieve the best
the treatment of children with cancer and
outcomes for even the
Clinical and laboratory
our dedication to providing the most
most rare forms of cancer.
research also are cuttingadvanced care for our patients.”
The team members work
edge. The Center is a
--Dr.
David
Poplack
closely
with
referring
recognized leader in the
physicians
and
families
to
translation
of
breakprovide
appropriate
through research findings
options
for
each
child,
and
the
child
and family
from the laboratory into the clinic. With more than
receive
support
throughout
the
entire
process.
350 researchers in 42 laboratories performing
research and conducting more clinical trials than any
other pediatric center in the nation, TCH’s Center is
on the forefront of cancer research. For instance,
experts in precision oncology are leading studies to
understand how genome sequencing can be used to
identify unique mutations in each child’s tumor and
implement more specific patient-specific treatments.
family-centered care to
children, adolescents, and
young adults with cancer,
who come from more than
35 states and 26 countries.

13

Academic Medicine / Public Health

Sections Collaborate to Address Adversity and Violence
The sections of Academic General Pediatrics (Section Chief, Dr.
Angelo Giardino; pictured left) and Public Health Pediatrics (Section
Chief, Dr. Christopher Greeley; pictured right) hosted visiting
professor Dr. Howard Dubowitz, Chief of the Division of Child
Protection and Director of the Center for Families at the University of
Maryland School of Medicine, for a two-day event.
Dr. Dubowitze is on the Executive Council of the International Society for the
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN, 2nd term) and is a Past-President of
the Ray Helfer Society, an honorary international group of physicians working in the
child maltreatment field. He has served on the national boards of the American
Professional Society on the Abuse of Children and of Prevent Child Abuse America. A
clinician, researcher, and educator, he is also active in the policy arena. His main
interests are in child neglect and prevention. Dr. Dubowitz led the development of the
Safe Environment for Every Kid (SEEK) model, building upon the opportunities in
pediatric primary care to help prevent abuse and neglect. He edited Neglected Children:
Research, Practice and Policy as well as ISPCAN’s World Perspectives on Child Abuse in
2012, 2014 and 2016, and he co-edited the Handbook for Child Protection Practice as well
as International Aspects of Child Abuse and Neglect.
On Thursday, June 16,
they
held
a
panel
discussion
with
Dr.
Dubowitz, Dr. Fernando
Stein (Baylor & President
of AAP), Dr. Christine
Markham (UTSPH), and
Dr. Flavio Cunha (Rice
University). The topic was
“Linking Healthcare with
Community
Partners:
Addressing Adversity and
Violence in Children &
Adolescents.” There were
47 attendees; the audience
consisted of TCH social workers; faculty from BCM,
Rice University, and UT Houston; and representatives
from The Harris Center, Moms Demand Action, and
Collaborative For Children and Children @ Risk.

During the first hour, all
of the panelists gave 15minute presentations on
their own areas of
expertise and discussed
the links between healthcare and adversity and
violence in today’s children and adolescents. The
second hour was an open
forum discussion during
which the audience asked
questions of the panel. A
reception followed.
Afterwards, a working
dinner for the faculty of the pediatric sections of
Academic General and Public Health was held,
during which Dr. Dubowitz gave an in-depth
presentation about incorporating the SEEK model
into the clinics.

On Friday, June 17, Dr. Dubowitz presented Grand Rounds to the Department of Pediatrics. The topic of his
presentation was “Neglected Children: A Role for Child Health Professionals.”
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Tropical Medicine
New Textbook on Diseases Published
Founding Dean of the National School of Tropical Medicine Dr. Peter Hotez has
finished a new book on global public health, titled Blue Marble Health: An
Innovative Plan to Fight Diseases of the Poor amid Wealth. The book, published by
Johns Hopkins University Press, is in press and will have an official publication
date of September 1, though it may be available earlier online. The book focuses
on diseases of poverty that flourish in the world’s 20 highest-producing
economies, along the way exploring crucial topics such as the “Changing
Landscape in Global Health,” the role of conflict areas on exacerbating disease,
and Blue Marble Health, a concept that represents a recent shift in thinking of
diseases of poverty as problems only in developing countries, or in only the
“Global South” continents of Africa, Asia, and Central and South America.
“It’s been great to work with Johns Hopkins University Press on
the new book, in which I present a new global health paradigm,
and I am excited for the upcoming release.” –Dr. Peter Hotez
Hotez’s first book, Forgotten People, Forgotten Diseases, shined a light on the neglected tropical diseases and
received acclaim from public health leaders as well as those who had never heard of hookworm,
schistosomiasis, or other NTDs before. The new book features a foreword by Cher, whose public work
includes many projects in global public health.

Faculty Featured Speaker s at Tr opical Disease Even ts
United N ations’ International Day of the Tropics
National School of Tropical Medicine Founding Dean Dr. Peter Hotez spoke on neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs) at the United Nations’ first annual International Day of the Tropics. In establishing the annual day
recognizing the tropics, the UN invites its members to raise awareness of the unique challenges and
opportunities presented by shifting demographics that will, according to James Cook University, render the
tropics home to two-thirds of the world’s children by 2050. Currently, 40% of the world’s population and 80%
of its biodiversity live in the tropics. Dr. Hotez spoke about the modern forces of urbanization, deforestation,
human migrations, and conflict now affecting tropical countries. "It's an honor to have the opportunity to
address the UN on these important forces promoting the emergence of tropical diseases," said Dr. Hotez.

Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative’s Partners Meeting
Dr. Maria Elena Bottazzi and Dr. Kathryn Jones led a session titled “Vaccines
for Chagas Disease: Strategies and Current Studies Overview,” with Dr.
Bottazzi as Moderator of the Discussion, and Dr. Jones as a featured speaker on
the topic of the “Chagas Vaccine Landscape,” at the Drugs for Neglected
Diseases Initiative’s (DNDi) Partners Meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Since
2013, the National School of Tropical Medicine has partnered with DNDi on
the study of the seroprevalence of Chagas disease in the United States. Dr. Jones expressed optimism for
eventual success in the development of a Chagas vaccine, citing key discoveries over the past 100 or so years
since Chagas disease was first identified by Dr. Oswaldo Cruz in Brazil, including recent “evidence that
therapeutic vaccination significantly reduces parasite burdens and cardiac pathology.”
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Global Health
USAI D Awar ds $68.8 Million G rant
for HIV/AIDS Support in Southern Africa
By Edward Douglas Pettitt, II
The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has awarded a $69.8
million grant to BCM Children’s Foundation–Malawi (Baylor–Malawi), an affiliate of the
BIPAI at TCH, to support and expand HIV/AIDS programs in Southern Africa.
The grant will fund a dynamic and innovative project called Technical Support to
PEPFAR Programs in the Southern Africa Region, or TSP. TSP is a collaborative program
that includes ICAP at Columbia University and BCM’s Children’s Foundations in
Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, and Angola to support programs of the U.S. President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).
“The high-quality assistance and program implementation
provided by this project will strengthen the efforts in the
region to achieve the UNAIDS 90-90-90 benchmarks, which
call for 90 percent of HIV-infected individuals to know
their status; 90 percent of patients who know their status
to be started on and adherent on anti-retroviral therapy;
and 90 percent of patients on ART to be viral suppressed
by 2020.”
Dr. Mark Kline

According to Dr. Saeed Ahmed, Asst. Professor and Chief of Party of TSP (pictured above, left), “While
Southern Africa remains the epicenter of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, recent progress toward global elimination
goals provides an impetus for coordinated, regional efforts. The program will address challenges related to
HIV care and treatment, including pediatric and adolescent care, HIV prevention from mother to child and
the unique gender aspects of the epidemic, providing a common regional platform for dissemination and
rapid adoption of best practices.”
In support of the primary goal to reduce the impact of HIV/AIDS in Southern Africa, TSP objectives are to:
• Improve clinical and other technical outcomes of partner programs in the region by providing mission
programs with technical support and short- and medium-term program assistance and capacity
building toward sustainability
• Improve and rapidly expand pediatric and adolescent treatment services in the region by providing
technical assistance in the short and medium term and long-term program support
• Implement PEPFAR programs directly, in close cooperation with USAID
TSP aims to achieve elimination of mother-to-child transmission, doubling of the number of children on antiretroviral therapy. TSP will also coordinate efforts with the DREAMS Initiative, or Determined, Resilient,
AIDS-free, Mentored and Safe Women, a PEPFAR program to reduce HIV infections among girls and young
women in sub-Saharan Africa. Through DREAMS, TSP will assist partners in developing interventions to
address gender-based violence and reduce new HIV infections in adolescent girls and young women.
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Gr oundbreakin g Children’s
Cancer Cen ter La un ched in Botswana
“We look forward to another decade of expanding our programs to meet the needs of sick children,
including care and treatment, professional education for physicians and other healthcare professionals
and groundbreaking research.” --Mike Mizwa, CEO of BIPAI and director of TCH’s Global Health

By Edward Douglas Pettitt, II
On June 13, the Botswana-Baylor Children’s
Center of Excellence and the government of
Botswana signed a memorandum of agreement
to build the first children’s hematology and
cancer center of excellence in Gaborone.
According to Dr. David Poplack, Professor and
Director of TCH’s Cancer and Hematology
Centers, “Approximately 40,000 children a year
are diagnosed with cancer in sub-Saharan
Africa, and 20 percent of those children survive,
compared with 80 percent in the U.S.” When
pediatric oncologists from TCH’s Cancer and
Hematology Centers began working at Princess
Marina Hospital in Gaborone about 10 years
ago, it was the first pediatric oncology program
on the continent. This new agreement expands that commitment to include the first stand-alone cancer center
of excellence devoted exclusively to treatment of children with cancer and blood diseases. The partnership
responsible for the development and management of the children’s cancer center in Gaborone includes the
Botswana Ministry of Health, the BCM Pediatric AIDS Initiative, and TCH.

Pediatric AIDS Cor ps / Global Health Corps
Celebra tes 10 th Anniversa ry w ith R eun ion
By Edward Douglas Pettitt, II
More than 70 current and former
Pediatric AIDS Corps and Global
Health Corps physicians congregated
in Houston in the heat of mid-July for
a 10-year anniversary reunion of the
programs. The TCH Global Health
Corps is a successor to the landmark
Pediatric AIDS Corps, founded by
BIPAI in 2005, which has trained and
sent approximately 150 pediatricians
and family physicians to Africa to
help scale up medical programs for
children and families affected by HIV/AIDS. The 2011 establishment of the TCH’s Global Health Corps
expanded the scope of the Pediatric AIDS Corps beyond HIV/AIDS to include other diseases and conditions
impacting child health and survival globally such as tuberculosis, malaria, malnutrition, perinatal conditions,
cancer, and sickle cell anemia. Attendees at the 10th anniversary reunion had served in a broad range of
countries, including Burkina Faso, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Angola, Liberia,
Colombia, China, South Africa, Equatorial Guinea, Swaziland, and Uganda.
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Public Health

TCH Launches upWORDS Program at West Campus
Texas Children’s Hospital and the
LENA
Research
Foundation
proudly announced the launch of
upWORDS, a program for families
that features the use of LENA’s
”talk pedometer” technology to
measure how often parents talk to
their infants and the extent to
which the infants respond. TCH is
the first Children’s Hospital center
to adopt the model, which has been implemented in
various school districts, library systems, and
organizations around the country. The launching of
this program is part of Pediatric Public Health’s (Section
Chief, Dr. Christopher Greeley) mission to address
opportunities for improving children’s health in
broader terms by engaging the community, sometimes
called the “third curve” of academic health systems.
Researchers have found that 80 percent of a child’s
brain development is complete by 3 years of age,
rendering those first few years of the child’s life critical
to their later opportunities for success. Studies indicate
that academic achievement gaps exist for children who
experience fewer words and conversations than do their
peers during these important early years. In some
cases, the “talk gap” involves millions fewer words and
conversations.

The six-month upWORDS program helps parents
improve the quantity and quality of language spoken
to their child and educates them on the long-term
impact of language on the child’s future, as well as on
how to use simple techniques to increase interactive
speech with their child. The LENA system uses a
small recorder, which fits inside a vest worn by the
child, to measure the number of words the family
members speak to that child and the child’s
responses. The recording is translated into data to
help the parents gauge the level of spoken interaction
and then is deleted immediately after being
processed. The program also provides books for the
parents to read to their children.
TCH launched a pilot program, developed in
association with the LENA Research Foundation, this
summer at the hospital’s West Campus (lead by
speech pathologist, Maura Dugan). A unique element
of the TCH upWORDS program is the individual
coaching that parents receive. Parents meet twice a
month with program staff at TCH, with whom they
focus on techniques tailored to their child in order to
achieve the best results possible. Parents also have
the opportunity to discuss the data from the
recordings and to gain insights into how to work
through other obstacles that might hinder the child’s
development.

Dr. Stephen Hannon, president of the LENA Research
Foundation, noted that the gap in children’s
opportunities for development is
“We are so proud to be one of the first
becoming “a form of public health
crisis.” He commended the team at
hospitals to launch a program like this. The earliest
TCH for understanding that fact,
years of a child’s life present an incredible window of
“which is why we’re thrilled to
opportunity to deeply impact their growth and
work with them on this
development. We often wait until the child hits pre-school
program,
furthering
their
or kindergarten before we worry about language and
mission to create a healthier
speech. This program will allow us to train parents on
future for women and children
language progression and techniques to understand how to
and our mission to close
provide the most successful environment for their child
opportunity gaps through accelerduring these critical years.”
ating language development.”
--Dr. Chris Greeley
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LENA Start Enhances Houston Children’s Language Acquisition
The LENA Start program, part of a national campaign that aims to close the
achievement gap for children by educating parents, is based on research showing
that children from lower socioeconomic environments experience a distinct deficit
in language awareness by the time they reach 4 years of age. By the third grade,
the gap between those children and ones from more affluent households has widened and continues to do
so, with the gap being recognized in the numbers of future high school drop-out rates, incarcerations, and
other unhealthy choices. If targeted early in a child’s life, the gap is less pronounced and can be
diminished more successfully due to the brain’s plasticity.
Houston has higher than average poverty ratings for children younger than age 5 years, with five of the
oldest neighborhoods in Houston having poverty ratings ranging from 46% to 63.4% for children younger
than 18 years. More than 90% of the 3rd graders who scored unsatisfactory on the STAAR Test come from
economically disadvantaged households. TCH and Pediatric Public Health aim to change these statistics.
Goals:
• To provide our children from low income families with the best opportunity to success by
educating families on the importance of talking, reading, and in turn taking responsibility for their
child’s future success
• To improve bonding between parents and their children
• To identify children who are in need of medical services (therapy, mental health) sooner and
provide parents with education on services we provide at TCH
Program:
• The 6-month program emphasizes adult learning techniques for instruction on language
stimulation strategies with use of progressive technology (LENA Device) to track progress
• The program is presented in both English and Spanish
• Three factors distinguish it from similar nationally recognized programs: Group Parent Sessions,
Quantifiable Feedback, and Individualization by TCH.
• The target age range is for children from birth to 24 months of age and families
• Parents attend weekly sessions for 2 months and then bimonthly sessions for 4 months
• Parents are provided LENA Devices to use at home. The LENA Device is similar to a FitBit and best
described as a “talk pedometer”

PhD Nursing Student Receives Prestigious Award
Cary Cain, MPH, RN, a PhD student in the Section of Public Health, was one of two
PhD candidates at the UTH School of Nursing to be awarded a scholarship by the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Future of Nursing Scholars program. The
scholarship, a tremendous honor, will help support her education, training, and
mentorship. The awards, $75,000 each, are given to students who earn their doctoral
degrees at an accelerated pace of three years. The award also includes mentoring for
the leadership, research, and other skills they will need to take their nursing careers
to the highest levels. The program’s goal is to “develop the next generation of PhDprepared nurse leaders who are committed to long-term careers advancing science
and discovery, strengthening nursing education, and bringing transform-ational
change to nursing and health care.”
Cary Cain earned her MPH at UTHealth School of Public Health 2012 and for the past year has worked at
TCH as a Community Outreach Coordinator in the Pediatric Public Health section. Her research interest
lies in the area of public health nursing’s impact on the social determinants of health and adverse
childhood experiences.
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DEPARTMENT RESEARCH . . .
Highlights & Updates

Researchers Identify Molecular Marker of
NKT Cells with Potential for Proliferation
CD62L NKT cells were responsible
Dr. Leonid Metelitsa, Professor,
for greater propagation of NKT
was among researchers from BCM
cells in culture, which is an
who identified a molecular marker
important factor for generating the
of natural killer T (NKT) cells with
large numbers of cells needed to
high potential for proliferation.
combat cancer. After CD62L was
NKT cells are warriors against
identified as a marker,
solid
BCM researchers, includetumor
ing Gengwen Tian (first
cancers. They localize to
tumors, attack the tumors
“When we developed an antigen-presenting author on the paper,
pictured above), turned
themselves, and can be
cell clone that expressed CD1d with all of
their focus to co-stimuengineered to go after
the costimulatory molecules at certain
lation of NKT cells, a
proteins
and
other
levels, NKT cells maintained a high
process that involves intermarkers in tumor but not
percentage
of
CD62L
even
in
action of receptors on NKT
normal tissue.
a prolonged culture . . .
cells
with
activating
Our goal now is to optimize our NKT cell
molecules on an antigenA molecular enhancer,
presenting cells, which in
chimeric antigen receptor
expansion protocol so that we can obtain
turn increases the cell’s
(CAR), has been shown to
FDA approval to initiate clinical trials..”
immune function.
work with T cells in
--Dr. Metelitsa
fighting certain types of
After they had tested more
leukemia and lymphoma,
than 100 combinations,
but CAR T cells have had
Tian and the other researchers in Dr. Metelitsa’s lab
little activity in solid tumors. NKT cells are an
identified the combination of molecules that yield
alternative for CAR-directed immunotherapy for
prolonged persistence and better therapeutic activity
cancer. A certain subset of T cells, central memory T
of NKT and CAR-NKT cells in the mouse models.
cells, have a good ability to proliferate and persists
Their results were published in the Journal of Clinical
rendering better therapeutic benefits.
They are
Investigation.
characterized by the expression of the surface
molecule CD62L.
Others who contributed to this work include Amy N. Courtney, Andras Heczey, Daofeng Liu, Ekaterina
Marinova, Linjie Guo, Xin Xu, Hiroki, Qianxing Mo and Gianpietro Dotti, all of Baylor College of Medicine,
and Bipulendu Jena, Hiroki Torikai and Laurence J. Cooper, all of the MD Anderson Cancer Center.
This research was supported by grants from the National Institutes of Health, the Cancer Prevention and
Research Institute of Texas, Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation and Cookies for Kid’s Cancer Foundation.
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White Paper on Child Development Published
Dr. Quianta Moore, adjunct Asst. Professor and scholar at the Baker Institute, Dr. Claire
Bocchini, Asst. Prof., and Dr. Jean Raphael, Assoc. Prof., authored and published the first
white paper produced by the Center for Child Health Policy and Advocacy at TCH. The
Center is a multidisciplinary collaboration of experts in health services research, public
policy, health law, sociology, and economics. Funded by the Episcopal Health Foundation,
the white paper summarizes the prenatal, social, and physical factors that impact brain
development.
The authors reviewed the existing literature and conducted interviews with experts in early
childhood development, both locally and nationally, regarding the first three years of a
child’s life. They also explored strategies for implementing known interventions and for
guiding investments to improve early childhood development and inform policy initiatives.
They used the data to present a framework to shape recommendations for early child
development research, practice, interventions, and public policy. The data revealed that
emphasis should be placed on programs that center on prevention and nurturing of the
parent-child relationship, as numerous evidence-based interventions exist and their
implementation should be the focus of efforts.
The authors concluded that, despite the prevalence of preventive interventions,
implementation is difficult due to the limitations of philanthropic support. Hence, they
recommended that foundations pursue multipronged strategies to effectively bridge
research, community programming, and policy in order to establish sustainability, and that
they pool resources to do so.

Telomere Length Correlated with Chemotherapy Recovery Time
Dr. Maria Monica Gramatges, Asst. Professor, was part of a collaborative study
involving six institutions, research groups, and hospitals that revealed the
relative length of telomeres may correlate with white blood cell recovery rates
following chemotherapy in children with acute myeloid leukemia (AML). Their
results were published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology. Dr. Gramatges noted
that their interest in telomere length as a marker for blood count recovery was
based on the fact that defects in telomere maintenance are known to be risks for
bone marrow failure and aplastic anemia. She explained that as many as 15 to
20 percent of children take two months or longer to recover their blood counts
after undergoing a course of chemotherapy for AML, so the researchers hoped
to understand if these children had an underlying genetic predisposition
associated with impaired capacity for recover. The research team expects that
the results will help identify high-risk patients so that modified treatment
regimens can be created that will increase the children’s odds of experiencing
successful and rapid recovery.
“A significant proportion of children with AML suffer from treatment-related toxicities, with some
succumbing to complications of the therapies we give, rather than from the actual cancer itself. We hope
this research will help us identify those who are at a higher risk for delayed recovery and use this
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knowledge to reduce the morbidity and mortality associated with AML treatment.”

BCM Researchers to Lead Autism Initiative

Dr. Robin Goin-Kochel, Asst. Professor and Associate Director for research at the Autism Center at TCH, will
lead the local portion of a nationwide on-line autism research initiative, the Simons Foundation Powering
Autism Research for Knowledge, or SPARK. The initiative is one of the largest studies on autism undertaken in
the U.S., with plans to collect information and DNA for genetic analysis from 50,0000 individuals with autism
and their families to advance the understanding of the causes of this condition and to promote the discovery of
treatment and support. The BCM/TCH site is one of 21 research sites collaborating in the study. The local
study will recruit 700 individuals with autism and their family members over the next three years to participate
in the effort.
“The SPARK study will empower researchers to make new discoveries
that may ultimately lead to the development of new supports and
treatments to improve the lives of people with autism. It is one of
the most insightful research endeavors to date on this disease.”
–Dr. Robin Goin-Kochel
Autism is known to have a strong genetic component, with already some 50 genes having been identified as
possibly playing a role in autism, and scientists estimate that an additional 300 or more are involved. By
studying these genes, associated biological mechanisms, and how genetics interact with environmental factors,
researchers hope to better identify causes and their links to the various spectrum of symptoms, skills, and
challenges of those affected. Despite the numerous advances that have been made in autism research, much
remains a mystery. As part of the SPARK study, participants will be asked to donate a DNA sample; those who
comply will receive saliva-collection kits with instructions on how to collect their saliva, which then will be
mailed to the lab for analysis. Because collecting can be challenging, the website provides videos to demonstrate
how to do it. Families will also be invited to participate in other studies, which will enhance the research.
SPARK’s goal is to expedite the research on autism by inviting participation from the large, diverse autism
community, including individuals with a professional diagnosis of autism, regardless of sex, age, background,
race, geographic location, or socioeconomic situation. It will catalyze research by creating large-scale access to
study participants whose DNA may be selectively analyzed for a specific scientific question of interest. SPARK
also will elicit feedback from individuals and parents of children with autism to develop a robust research
agenda that is meaningful for them.
More information is available online at
https://sparkforautism.org/?code=texaschildrens,
or by calling (832) 824-3624.

BCM to Participate in NIH-Funded Research on Zika Virus

The Vaccine Treatment and Evaluation Unit at BCM was selected along with ,
Saint Louis University School of Medicine and Emory University School of
Medicine will conduct research to study the infection and immune responses
of Zika virus to learn diagnostic and infection control measures and vaccine
development for the virus. BCM received more than $1 million in funding
and will join Emory in enrolling 200 volunteers, aged 15 years and older, from
areas where the virus is circulating. The study portion done at BCM will be
led by Dr. Kristy Murray, Assoc. Professor.
Houston and Harris County are especially vulnerable to an outbreak of Zika
virus because the two types of mosquitoes that ransmit the virus, Aedes aegypti
and Aedes albopictus, are prevalent here. Two other risk factors that affect the
area are the large number of residents who travel back and forth to Latin
American countries that are reporting the most cases and the numerous
pockets of poverty that have dilapidated housing, standing water, and poor
street drainage, all of which help the virus thrive. All participants in the
study must be referred by their PCPs or local health department, with
suspected or confirmed Zika virus.
The three institutions will analyze the participants’ blood specimens in order
to characterize immune responses, understand the cell-mediated immune
response, and determine where the virus is in the body and how long it says
in the fluids, using quantitative PCR testing. The work is expected to help
identify targets for treatments and vaccines and to help develop atrategies for
protection and potenital long-term health effects of the virus.
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Cen ter for Resear ch, Inn ov ation an d
Scholarship Announces Upcoming Events

AUGUST 26, 2016
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SEPTEMBER 30, 2016
Children’s Hospital of San Antonio
2nd Annual Research Symposium
Time: 8:30 am – 1:00 pm
Place: CHofSA Goldsbury Center for Children and Families (333 N. Santa Rosa St. San Antonio)
Topic: Spotlight on scholarly work by the Children’s Hospital faculty, trainees, and associates. Grand
Rounds at 7:30 to be presented by Dr. Norman Fost, Professor of Pediatric Bioethics, University of
Wisconsin. Workshops on scholarly writing at 8:30 and 1:30 led by CRIS staff, open to all participants.
Invited oral abstract presentations and clinical conundrums starting at 12:00.
Information: Abstracts are due on 8/15, submit to CHOFSAResearch@christushealth.org

Baylor College of Medicine
Annual Academy of Distinguished Educators
Showcase of Educational Scholarship
The showcase is Baylor's premier venue for highlighting scholarship within medical education. It is a
great opportunity for networking with all levels of educational scholars within BCM and Texas
Medical Center.
Information: BCM Showcase

DECEMBER 2, 2016
Department of Pediatrics
Annual Faculty Education Retreat
Time: 8:30 am – 5:00 pm
Place: The Pavilion for Women 4th Floor Conference rooms
Topics: The retreat is an annual learning and networking event that fosters excellence in teaching and
educational scholarship among pediatric faculty. Plenary lectures, workshops for faculty and professional
development and educational scholarship presentations will inspire educators to engage in extant
educational activities, advance educational innovations and collaborate with educators alike to produce
scholarship in medical education.
Information: Abstracts are due on 9/16 (workshops) and 10/18 (posters), submit to
cris@texaschildrens.org.
Call for Poster Reviewers: Please sign up to be a poster reviewer by 11/1 by e-mailing
cris@texaschildrens.org
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MAKE A NOTE…..

Thrasher Research Fund Calls for Papers
The Thrasher Research Fund will soon be accepting Early Career Award Concept Papers from qualified
applicants for the second 2016 funding cycle. The deadline for submitting an Early Career Award Concept
Paper to Frank Stowell for internal review is Monday, September 5. The internal review determines if a
concept paper will be submitted to Thrasher. For information about the review and submission process,
contact Frank Stowell at 832-824-6864. Last year, three researchers from Texas Children’s Hospital received
funding from Thrasher bringing the total number of TCH winners for the Early Career Award to 23, the highest
number of Early Career Award winners for any single institution in the world.
For more information, including eligibility:
https://www.thrasherresearch.org/SitePages/early-career-award.aspx#four
To submit a Concept Paper, send it in a Word Document form with all medical terms spelled accurately to
Gwen Johnson at gmjohnso@texaschildrens.org by September 5, 2016. Please do not send directly to Thrasher.

Upcoming Na tiona l Education M eetin gs
AAP National Conference
October 22 -25
San Francisco, California
The conference features a large number of educational sessions in a board range of topic areas. It also
provides the great opportunity to connect and network with peers and leaders in pediatrics. For more
information contact: AAP meeting.

AAMC Annual Meeting: Learn, Serve, Lead 2016
November 11 - 15
Seattle, Washington
Learn Serve Lead is Academic Medicines' signature learning and networking event that inspires the
community to transform the future of health care and improve the health of all. It is the only meeting
during which our community converges to discuss and expand the future of medical schools and teaching
hospitals. By bringing together our community from across campuses, across disciplines, and across
missions, we can enable connections, deliver thought-provoking change, and provide leadership that will
transform health care. For more information: AAMC Meeting
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