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Chapter Two: Doing Your Best on the GRE
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General Information:

Reasons for Preparing for the GRE
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What Good is a Sophisticated Vocabulary to a Scientist or Engineer?

What is a Good GRE Score?
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Resources to Prepare for the GRE

Preparing for the GRE
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How Can GRE Scores Influence Your “Acceptance” 
to and by Graduate Schools?
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The GRE Computer Adaptive Test (CAT) (as of October, 2005)

 1.  Structure of the GRE CAT 

2. Adaptive Nature of CAT

 3. CAT Rules
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General Strategies for Improving GRE Scores:

  http://www.gre.org: test information, PowerPrep, on-line diagnostics

  http://ets.org/criterion/highered/: writing evaluation and advice.
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Preparing for the Verbal Section of the GRE

1. Learn the most commonly encountered words

2. Learn root word, prefixes, suffixes to improve your ability to 
guess the meaning of unfamiliar words. 

3. Learn the relationships of words

4. Make and use flash cards. Carry them with you!! It works!!!
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5. Learn to speak “GREse”

6.   Read at a more advanced level, dictionary in hand.

Tooth and Nail 

Pride and Prejudice

Foundation

I. Vocabulary Building for the GRE

MAKE AND USE FLASH CARDS:
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HASTY

TREE RELATIONSHIPS

STORE

HASTY

LEARN PREFIXES, SUFFIXES, and ROOT WORDS
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Building a Vocabulary that Opens Doors of Opportunity
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II. Analogy Section (maybe eliminated in the future)
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Strategies to improve your ability to answer analogy questions 

A. Typical Analogy Relationships:

Opposites or synonyms
Opposites

Synonyms

Action and activity

Cause and effect

Specific and general

Parts and whole

Degrees

Function
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Characteristics or conditions

Time or space

B. Analogy Practice:

1. teeth: comb

2. sorrow:devastated

3. lecture:learn

4. university:school
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Analogy Practice Answers:

      Explanations

step:ladder   part vs. whole analogy

hunger:famished  degrees analogy

criticize:correct   function analogy

subset  type of entity,
degree comparison

Nobel Prize:award

Why bother to get comfortable using analogies?
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Lorenzo’s Oil,

III. Sentence Completion

The goal of sentence completion questions is to find the best word or set of 
words that completes a sentence based on the context cues

Read the sentence and think of choices that make sense

 1. Focus on signal or cue words
similiar:

  contrasting:

time frame:
versions of no:

2.  For two blank sentences you may need to start with one answer and 
see if it fits, then see if the other fits
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 3. Think about “good” versus “bad” words

 4.  If you don’t know the meaning of some of the words, 

IV. Reading Comprehension

A. EFFECTIVE READING FOR THE GRE

1.  Identify the main idea of the passage.

Wrong answers will often be 
inconsistent with the “big picture.”

2.  Recognize the sense of each paragraph.
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Knowing the scope and tone of the work will allow you 
to eliminate answer choices that represent matters outside the spectrum of 
the passage.

3.  Be an active reader.

You must be a very active reader.

4.  Don’t try to “learn” or remember the passage.

It is ineffective to read the passage for detail.
 go back to find the detailed information that is needed 

to answer a specific question.

5.  Eliminate wrong answer choices.

 some answer choices that will be clearly wrong.  Look for 
this type of choice, and eliminate it.

6.  Use the passage to direct your answers.

  The author of the passage may have a 
very different perspective from views with which you are familiar.  
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EFFECTIVE USE OF SCRATCH PAPER FOR GRE 
READING COMPREHENSION

Test appearance

The GRE reading sections will be passages of different length.

Some will be too long for all of the passage to appear on the screen at once.

You may have to scroll up and down on the screen the see parts of the passage. 

The questions will appear one at a time.

Making notes

B. CHOOSING CORRECT ANSWERS TO READING 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS:
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Therefore, eliminate any answer choice that:

THE QUANTITATIVE SECTION:

I. General Quantitative Pointers

The Composition of the Quantitative Component is typically 
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Pointers for preparing for the Quantitative GRE Exam

1. Review math symbols:
2.  Review math formulas. 

 3.  Review math operations 

4.  Review geometry:

 5.  Memorize common values:

 6.  variables

 7. approximate

  In the future, there will be a simple calculator on the computer that 
will be used to derive actual numbers for some questions.

8.

answer cannot be “cannot be determined” if both sides contain 
known numbers

 9.  Always simplify; 

10.  Read the entire question,

 11.
Draw! 

12 work backwards from the answer choices
Assign values
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 II. Analyzing Charts and Graphs

There are 3 basic kinds of graphs

1.  Pie charts- must add up to 100%

2.    Line graphs-have no lower or upper limit, although 0 is often, 
 but not always, the start.

units
continuous or discontinuous

may be linear,
may not begin at 0;

3. Bar graphs (histograms)-used to compare groups to each other
units

continuous or discontinuous
may be linear,

not begin at 0; 
Negative values

not see all of the graphs that relate to a question on the screen at the 
same time.

Rely on the numbers if given, some-
times you have to approximate a value by look-
ing at the graph.
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You do not need to do exact calculations

III. Final Tips for the Quantitative Section
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THE ANALYTICAL WRITING SECTION

I. Description of the GRE Writing Assessment

What skills does it measure?

The assessment consists of two analytical writing tasks:

1. “Present your Perspective on an Issue” task: 45-minutes

relevant reasons and examples to 
explain and support your views.

This task requires you to construct you own argument by taking a position 
and providing evidence supporting your views on the issue.

Issue Topics: 

In the future, it has been proposed that the GRE will not use pre-set prompts. You 

will be presented one prompt, so the time limit will be reduced to 30 minutes. 



BEYOND THE BEAKERS 

2. “Analyze an Argument” task: 30-minutes
NOT 

This task requires you to critique someone else’s argument by assessing its 
claims and evaluating the evidence it provides.

The Published Pools of “Issue” and Argument Prompts

www.gre.org/writing.html

Changes to how the prompts will be selected in the future will be announced on 

the GRE website. ETS may begin using a broader base of prompts to eliminate pre-

prepared essays. ETS constantly struggles with people trying to find ways to cheat on 

their tests. 

Scoring Guidelines for the Analytical Writing Section

II. STRATEGIES FOR THE  “PRESENT YOUR PERSPECTIVE 
ON AN ISSUE” TASK

Understanding the “ISSUE” Task
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•
•
•

•
•
•

Understanding the Context for Writing: Purpose and Audience

Preparing for the “ISSUE” Task
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Have Fun Preparing for the “Present 
Your Perspective on an Issue” Task 

Writing the “Present Your Perspective on an Issue” Essay
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III. STRATEGIES FOR THE “Analyze an Argument” TASK

Understanding the “ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT” Task

Understanding the Context for Writing: Purpose and Audience

Preparing for the “ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT” Task
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Writing the Essay for the “ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT” Task

State your position clearly.

Do not

Psyching-Up to Succeed on the GRE or at Anything

 healthy diet

Assess your mental frame of mind during test taking

Nervous reactions: 

Paralytic reactions:

alter your mental attitude; 
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Strategies to combat nervousness:

Strategies to combat paralysis:

 3. Final preparation
  A week before the exam

  Night before and day of the exam

write anything you 
want on scratch paper 

Remember you prepared for this- you deserve to do well and 
achieve your dreams!
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