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Purpose of Graduate School Interviews 

Helpful Hints Before the Interview 
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Three students from a west Texas campus were selected to interview for medical 

school at BCM. The Dean of Admissions felt it would be thoughtful to schedule them 

for the same interview date, so they could share a ride. The students responded, 

quickly, that they wanted to interview on different weekends. The Dean thought this 

was unusual, but honored their request. An astute interviewer noticed that the suit, 

(which is obligatory for medical, business or law school interviews), worn by one 

student fit, was too big for one student and too small for another. Yes, it was the same 

suit. So what happened? All three were academically acceptable. All three were ac-

cepted. Students who were willing to help each other that much, displayed important 

characteristics that one wants to see in physicians. (Gas prices were cheaper then. 

Today you could buy a suit for what it costs to drive from west Texas to Houston.) 

Helpful Hints During the Interview
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Overcoming Shyness in an Interview Setting
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Sample Interview Questions: 
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Your goal is to relate your interest in and preparation for graduate 
study in a professional, confident but realistic way.

Social Events as a Part of the Interview
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Comments and Behaviors that May Torpedo Your Interview: 
What to Avoid

Avoiding A Misunderstanding About Your Interest in a Program

Some situations become heart-breaking. I was delighted when a wonderful SMART 

summer undergraduate research program alumnae was invited for an interview by a 

very competitive program. She had expressed her intense interest in the program to 

me and to others. After her visit, people who met her commented that she just didn’t 

seem interested in our program. I talked with program administrators and expressed 

surprise at the conclusion. I was discouraged from contacting her to discuss the issue. 

Regrettably, I listened to them. Eventually the program made her an offer, but we were 

too late. She had already accepted another offer. I later learned that she had been sick 

during the interview weekend, but didn’t want to cancel because she really wanted to 

come to the program. Better communication may have resulted in a different outcome. 

I know the program she entered has benefited from her participation – but I really miss 

her!
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