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In this issue . . .  
The Department continues to grow, and this year has another stellar group of Residents coming on board 
(see article on page 3).   
 
On March 22, Dr. Mark Kline, Chairman and Physician-in-Chief, made other important announcements at 
the Faculty Meeting demonstrating the continued growth and excellence (pp. 2-3).  Adding to the exciting 
happenings in the department were the announcements of three new Section Chiefs, Drs. Richardo 
Quinonez, Amy Arrington, and Raegan Hunt, as well as several promotions of faculty to positions of 
Associate Professor.   
 
Special features in this issue of Pedi Press include the CLASS 
(Clinicians, Leadership, Advocacy, Scholarship and Success) 
Conference, with Grand Rounds speaker Dr. Karen Remley, 
CEO of the American Academy of Pediatrics (pp. 8-9); 
Global Health news from BIPAI Uganda and around the 
world (pp. 10-13); Tropical Medicine news about faculty 
involvement in development of vaccines and the fight 
against the Zika virus (pp. 14-15); developments within the 

new Section of Public Health 
(pp. 16-17); new faculty in 
Cardiology (p. 22); research 
highlights, and developments 
at CHofSA. 
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Feature Article 

On March 22, Dr. Mark Kline held this year’s first Faculty Meeting, during which he 
elaborated on the department’s exciting growth and other accomplishments during 2015.   
 
The Department has grown 
exponentially since 2007, with 
1133 faculty members, 769 of 
which have joined since July 1, 
2009.  In addition, 11 new Vice-
Chairs have been appointed, as 
have 19 new Section Heads, 12 

of whom were recruited from other institutions, 
have been named.  
 
Further, the Department moved to #7 (from #9 the 
previous year) in USNWR Best Medical Schools for 
2016.   
 

 
 
 
 
Funding also has increased over the years, with 715 
submissions and grants and contract awards reaching a 
total of $99.7 million ($81.5 million governmental awards) 
for 2015.  A breakdown of awards by Section is shown in 
the illustration on the left. 
 
 

 
Baylor/TCH received a total of $33.2 million in 
funding from NIH, far exceeding the combined 
total to other institutions in Texas.  
 
With regard to Faculty leadership, Dr. Kline 
identified seven faculty promoted to Associate 
Professor, and four to new leadership positions 
and congratulated seven new members of the 
American Pediatric Society.  For more information 
on faculty appointments and promotions, see 
pages 4 and 5.   

Chairman Presents Record Growth at Faculty Meeting 
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Dr. Kline also presented the exceptional 
Residency results.  From 981 applicants to 
the Program, all 61 positions were filled 
across eight separate programs, including 36 
in categorical pediatrics, five in global child 
health, and two in the new pediatrician-
scientists program.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sixteen residents were matched from 
Texas medical schools, with six (l-r, Sara 
Curtis, Sharmistha Saha, Beverly Lee, Ann 
Young, Daniel Chilcote, and Margaret 
Taylor) coming from Baylor College of 
Medicine. Eleven residents come from 
underrepresented minorities; 77% of the 
new residents are women.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residents from out-of-state schools come 
from a wide geographical spectrum.  
 

Residency Program Also Continues to Excel 
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  DEPARTMENT NEWS . . . 
 Events & Happenings  

 

New Section Chiefs Announced 

Pediatric Hospital Medicine 
 

 
Dr. Ricardo Quinonez will succeed Dr. Roger Nicome as Head and Service Chief 
for Pediatric Hospital Medicine, beginning July 1.  Dr. Quinonez has been a faculty 
member of the Department for more than 10 years, currently serving as Section 
Head for PHM at the Children’s Hospital of San Antonio.  A graduate of the 
BCM/TCH pediatric residency program, he is a nationally recognized figure in 
pediatric hospital medicine and serves in numerous professional organization 
leadership roles, including Chair of the AAP Section of Hospital Medicine.  He also 
is co-author of the national pneumonia management guidelines of the Infectious 
Diseases Society of America. 
 
 

 
Special Isolation Unit/Global Biologic Preparedness 
 

 
Dr. Amy Arrington will lead a new Section of Global Biologic Preparedness 
within the Department to enhance educational and research activities in that area. 
In November, BCM/TCH opened the unique, state-of-the-art Special Isolation 
Unit (SIU) on the 5th floor of the West Campus.  A team of TCH professionals is 
now fully trained to provide the highest quality care to children with Ebola, SARS, 
MERS, avian influenza, and numerous other new or emerging, highly contagious 
infectious diseases while ensuring the safety of other patients, families, and staff.  
Drs. Gordon Schutze, Amy Arrington, and Judith Campbell were the physicians 
on the planning team.  Dr. Arrington is the Medical Director, and Dr. Campbell is 
the Associate Director of the SIU. 
 

 
Pediatric Dermatology 
 

 
Dr. Mark Kline and Dr. John Wolf, Chair of the Department of Dermatology, 
proudly announced that Dr. Raegan Hunt had accepted their invitation to serve as 
Chief of Pediatric Dermatology at TCH.  A faculty member in the BCM 
departments of Dermatology and Pediatrics since 2013, she is triple board-certified 
in pediatrics, dermatology, and pediatric dermatology.  In addition to her M.D. 
and Ph.D., she holds an undergraduate degree in nuclear engineering from Texas 
A&M University. She completed residency training in pediatrics at the Johns 
Hopkins University in 2009 and in dermatology at New York University in 2012.  
Dr. Hunt completed fellowship training in pediatric dermatology at the University 
of California San Diego. 
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Promotions to Associate Professor  
 

Marietta De Guzman, M.D.  Rheumatology 
Carla Davis, M.D.    Immunology 
Maria Redondo, M.D., Ph.D.  Endocrinology 
Mary Healy, M.D.    Infectious Diseases 
David Curtis, Ph.D.    Psychology 
Kathryn Ostermaier, M.D.   Developmental 
Poyyapakkam Srivaths, M.D.  Renal 

Dr. Kline also announced that the following faculty members were promoted to Associate Professor between 
July 1 and December 31, 2015:  

  

 
CRIS is pleased to announce that the following individuals as the latest recipients of the Fulbright & 
Jaworski, LLP, teaching awards, from the Fall 2015 through Summer 2016: 
 
 
 

Sharonda Alston-Taylor, MD  Douglas Fishman, MD  
Marni Axelrad, PhD.    Anne Gill, DrPH, RN  
Ronald Bronicki, MD    Maria Gramatges, MD 
Corrie Chumpetzi, MD   YoungNa Lee Kim, MD  
Elizabeth Collins, MD, MPH    Fong Lam, MD  
Armando Correa, MD   Parth Mehta, MD, MPH 
Elaine Fielder, MD   Sarah Swartz, MD 
      Constance Wiemann, PhD    

  

Fulbright & Jaworski, LLP, Teaching Awards 
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Helen Currier, RN, CENP, CNN, was elected as President of the National Renal 
Administrators Association (NRAA). NRAA provides renal administrators the opportunity for 
gaining continuing education, obtaining peer recognition, and expanding development in the 
profession. She will work with the NRAA Board of Directors to shape the future direction and 
vision for NRAA, especially as new models of payment and care delivery specific to Medicare 
beneficiaries with end-stage renal disease are tested and evaluated.  

Faculty 

Dr. Maria Elena Bottazzi was selected as a member of the Class XXXIX of the American 
Leadership Forum Houston/Gulf Coast Chapter. The program provides the opportunity to 
broaden and strengthen leadership skills by bringing together diverse representatives from 
Houston, including from business, education, government and medical sectors, to discuss 
important community issues. Graduates of the program become Senior Fellows and enjoy a 
wide range of options for continuing education and community involvement. 

Dr. Carla Davis and Dr. Stephen Whitney have received the Texas Medical 
Association’s Award for Excellence in Medicine at the Gold Level. The award 
recognizes physicians for their achievements and dedication to teaching and 
service to academic and organized medicine. The awards were presented at the 
TMA’s TexMed 2016 conference in Dallas, Texas. 

Dr. Susan Blaney has received the Pioneer Award for Pediatric Neuro-Oncology from the 
Children’s Brain Tumor Foundation in recognition of her 25 years of dedication to the search for 
new and better treatments for children with brain and spinal cord tumors. Dr. Blaney also is co-
director of Baylor’s Institute for Clinical and Translational Research. She is one of the nation’s 
leaders in the development of new agent clinical trials in the field of pediatric oncology. 

Dr. Barbara Anderson was honored by the BETES Organization for her commitment to caring 
for patients with diabetes. She was recognized at The Patient Voice 2016: Bridging the Diabetes 
Gap, an event held in New York City that is part theater, part panel discussion. Anderson is a 
clinical psychologist and behavioral scientist who has worked for more than 30 years with 
people and families living with diabetes. The BETES Organization offers theater-driven 
programming to provide education and resources to people with chronic conditions, 
particularly diabetes.  
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Dr. Daniel Penny was selected by the Awards Committee and Board of Trustees of the 
American College of Cardiology to receive the 2016 International Service Award in 
recognition of his continuous dedication to international causes and for being a role model in 
his field. His work internationally includes spearheading the effort to build a cardiovascular 
center in Hue, Vietnam, helping to secure funds, design the facility, and train its staff. Penny 
was honored April 4 at the ACC’s annual scientific sessions in Chicago. 

Dr. Huda Zoghbi, Professor and Director of the Jan and Dan Duncan neurological Research 
Institute at TCH, is the recipient of The National Academy of Science (NAS)’s prestigious 
Jessie Stevenson Kovalenko Medal.   Dr. Zoghbi received the award at the NAS’s 153rd 
Annual Meeting. The NAS presents the Jessie Stevenson Kovalenko Medal every two years for 
outstanding research in the medical sciences. The Kovalenko Fund was gifted by Michael S. 
Kovalenko in 1949 in memory of his wife, Jessie Stevenson Kovalenko. For the last 63 years, 
the NAS has chosen distinguished scientists who have made landmark discoveries in medical 
research to receive this medal. Zoghbi is widely recognized for her pioneering work on Rett syndrome, a 
form of autism common among girls. In 1999, she and her colleagues discovered that Rett syndrome is 
caused by loss-of-function mutations in the X-linked gene MeCP2, which established it as the first autism 
spectrum disorder that is largely caused by sporadic gene mutations. The Medal comes with a $25,000 prize 
plus an additional $50,000 for research.  

Dr. Christian Schaaf has been named the inaugural recipient of the Seldin-Smith Award for 
Pioneering Research. The award was established by the American Society for Clinical 
Investigation (ASCI) to recognize the most promising young physician-scientists in the 
country. One recipient will be chosen annually for this honor. For the inaugural Seldin-Smith 
Award, ASCI sought nominations from outstanding physician-scientists who have 
demonstrated exceptional creativity and accomplishments in biomedical research. Founded in 
1908, ASCI is one of the oldest and most highly-respected medical honor societies for 
physician-scientists in the U.S. Dr. Schaaf’s studies have led to important contributions in 
understanding the genetic basis of autism spectrum disorder and to the discovery of several genes for 
neurodevelopmental disorders and rare genetic syndromes, two of which bear his name: Bosch-Boonstra-
Schaaf optic atrophy syndrome and Schaaf-Yang syndrome. 

Dr. Imad Jarjour was appointed to the Council of Pediatric Subspecialties by the Child 
Neurology Society to represent child neurology. The mission of the council is to advance child 
health through communication and collaboration within its network of pediatric 
subspecialties and liaison organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics and 
the American Board of Pediatrics. 

Dr. Will Parsons received a $200,000 grant from the nonprofit organization Cookies for Kids 
Cancer to support his project to evaluate the potential impact of genomic testing for children 
with pediatric solid tumors. The project will address key questions related to precision 
oncology treatment strategies. Cookies for Kids was launched by the parents of a young cancer 
patient to fund research for new and improved treatment. 

Dr. Yu-tze NG is the recipient of the 2016 A. B. Baker Teacher Recognition Award of the 
American Academy of Neurology in recognition of contributions to education and to 
improving neurology now and in the future. He was recognized at the Academy’s annual 
meeting this month in Vancouver, BC, Canada.  

7 



 

 
 
 

Center for Research, 
Innovation & Scholarship (CRIS)    

The day began with Chairman Dr. Mark Kline’s welcome and 
Grand Rounds presented by Karen Remley, MD, MBA, FAAP, 
who spoke about being an advocate as a pediatrician. Using 
multimedia, Dr. Karen Remley, CEO of American Academy of 
Pediatrics, spoke initially on past, present, and future concerns 
of the Academy.  After providing a brief history of the 
academy’s formation, she explained key AAP initiatives, 
various advocacy successes, and what the future holds for 
pediatrics.  She challenged pediatricians to recognize that part 
of caring for children involves advocating for them, and she 
gave an encouraging and insightful overview of the directives 
regarding vaccination, as well as the AAP’s success in retracting 
the film that charges vaccinations with causing autism.   
 
(Pictured left, Dr. Remley with Dr. Fernando Stein, Professor, 
newly elected President of the AAP. 

CLASS 
A Conference About 

Clinicians, Leadership, Advocacy, Scholarship and Success 

On April 8th, 2016, Texas Children's Hospital, BCM Department of Pediatrics, American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP), Texas Pediatric Society (TPS), and the Texas Chapter of the AAP held a conference designed 
to support clinicians in the scholarship endeavors. The conference, entitled CLASS (Clinician, Leadership, 
Advocacy, Scholarship and Success), was well attended by both BCM pediatric faculty and leaders from all of 
these organizations.  

At the conclusion of her 
presentation, Dr. Remley 
presented Dr. Mark Kline 
with a plaque from the AAP, 
recognizing the work of 
TCH and BCM Department 
of Pediatrics. 



 

 
 
Two workshops followed, led by Drs. 
Charles Macias, Lucila Marquez, Ricardo 
Alejandro Quinonez, and Joyee 
Goswami Vachani about publishing 
clinical work.  The day continued with a 
combination lunch and panel discussion 
with Dr. Fernando Stein, Dr. Carl Tapia,  
Dr. Kimberly Avila Edwards, Dr. Karen 
Remley, and Dr. Bruno Chumpitazi. 
Participants then shared member 
engagement stories. Overall, the 
conference was a great success. 
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Global Health 

Fond Wishes Expressed for Leader’s Retirement 

By Edward D. Pettitt, II 
 
Texas Children’s Global Health (TCGH) and Baylor College of Medicine International Pediatric AIDS 
Initiative (BIPAI) at TCH would like to extend their gratitude and best wishes for a happy retirement to Mr. 
Walter Maguire, General Manager for Policy, Government and Public Affairs at the Chevron Africa and Latin 
America Exploration and Production (CALAEP) Company. With broad expertise in international upstream, 
fire and safety, and corporate public and government affairs, Maguire held various production and 
management positions at Chevron. Maguire was also instrumental in fostering a fruitful partnership between 
TCH/BIPAI and Chevron through a number of collaborative projects in Africa and Latin America.  
 
Mr. Mike Mizwa, TCGH Director and BIPAI Chief Operating Officer describes CALAEP as “an extraordinary 
partner in its support of BIPAI in Angola, Liberia, Morocco, Colombia and now Argentina, due in large part 

to Walt's leadership, unwavering support and belief that 
social responsibility is just that, a corporate 

responsibility, not a corporate obligation." 
TCGH and BIPAI look forward to continuing 

their collaboration with Chevron and 
building upon the foundation laid by Mr. 
Maguire to improve and increase access 
to healthcare for children and families 
around the world. 

 

“Walt is the personification of the ideal 
partner, one who complements and adds 
value to everything we do.  He has made 
BIPAI a better organization in a multitude 
of ways.”  

-- Dr. Mark W. Kline 
President, BIPAI 

Chair, Department of Pediatrics, BCM 
Physician-in-Chief, TCH  

 

From left: Mike Mizwa, BIPAI COO & TCH 
Global Health Director; Walter Maguire, 
Chevron General Manager (Retired); 
Karen Maguire; Diane Nguyen, BIPAI Global 
Health Coordinator 
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News from BIPAI Uganda 

The BCM Children’s Foundation-Uganda (Baylor-Uganda) has had an eventful first quarter in 2016.  A 
number of new funding sources have materialized for the Uganda Centre of Excellence (COE). ELMA 
Foundation has extended a grant of $843,308 USD aimed at improving pediatric and adolescent HIV testing, 
case finding, linkage to treatment, and quality HIV treatment in four districts of the Rwenzori region. UNICEF 
also renewed a grant of about $740,000 USD to scale-up Access to Pediatric and Adolescent HIV/AIDS 
Services in seven districts of the Karamoja region. The grant seeks to build capacity of health workers in 
Helping Babies Breath and Essential Newborn Care and will extend between January and September 2016. 

The Baylor-Uganda Board conducted a successful site 
visit to six health facilities in six districts in the West Nile 
Region, witnessing Baylor-supported services to 
beneficiaries in hard to reach areas and meeting with 
local district leadership. CDC Uganda Country Director, 
Dr. Steven Wiersma (right) commissioned the Oli HCIV 
laboratory and Panyimur ART clinic in Arua and Nebbi 
districts in the West Nile region.  The fully functioning 
laboratory and HIV clinic will serve thousands of patients 
in the region. (pictured, left: Dr. Addy Kekitinwa, Uganda 
COE Executive Director, and Dr. Steven Wiersma) 

BIPAI Participates in International Women’s Day 

International Women’s Day was commemorated on March 8, 
and Baylor-Uganda participated in a Women’s Day Campaign 
organized by BusinessDay Communications.   

During the women’s day banquet, Speaker of Parliament Hon. 
Rebecca Kadaga handed over a certificate of recognition to 
Baylor-Uganda for its contribution to women’s empowerment, 
particularly in the area of health.  (below, left) 
 
U. S. Ambassador to Uganda H. E. Deborah Malac celebrated 
World Health Day (April 7) with the Baylor Children at the 
Clinical Center of Excellence at Mulago. (below, right) 
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Tropical Medicine   

By Nathaniel Wolf, MLS 
 
As part of his role as U.S. Science Envoy for the Middle East and North Africa, Dr. Peter Hotez testified before 
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, Global Human Rights, and International 
Organizations on “The Growing Threat of Cholera and Other Diseases in the Middle East.” Dr. Hotez talked 
about the risk of neglected and emerging infectious diseases and the need to partner with institutions in the 
region towards public health advances, or what Dr. Hotez sometimes calls “vaccine diplomacy.” 
 
Dr. Hotez has made several trips to Saudi Arabia as part of his duties as U.S. Science Envoy, including his 
arrangement of an agreement between the Sabin Product Development Partnership and King Saud University 
to build vaccine research and development capabilities in the Middle East and North Africa region. As part of 
this U.S.-Saudi initiative, Baylor Tropical Medicine faculty and researchers will train Saudi scientists in 
vaccine development processes at the laboratories, with the goal of enabling vaccine process development and 
scale-up in Saudi Arabia while also developing a quality management system. Representatives from King 
Saud University visited Houston in February, touring the PDP laboratories in the Feigin Center as well as the 
BCM campus and facilities. 
 
“We are pleased to join the Sabin PDP in this exciting new initiative, which will have positive long-term 
public health implications for Saudi Arabia,” said Dr. Abdulrahman Al-Muammar of King Saud University, 
according to Sabin’s press release. “Given the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, now is the time for 
coordinated action to prepare for the emergence of disease epidemics in the region. This innovative 
partnership will enable us to build up Saudi Arabia’s research and development infrastructure and develop a 
unique center of excellence and resources for the MENA region.” 

Combating NTDs in the Middle East and North Africa 

“There is an urgent need to create regional capacity for developing 
vaccines that target major neglected tropical diseases in the MENA 

region, such as MERS coronavirus infection, leishmaniasis, rabies and others.” 
-- Dr. Peter Hotez 
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By Nathaniel Wolf, MLS 
 
The National School of Tropical Medicine is taking 
action in the fight against the Zika virus, which Dr. 
Peter Hotez, founding dean of the school, says could 
spread to poor areas of the United States Gulf Coast, 
including areas in Houston. Hotez testified in 
Washington, D.C., to the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, calling for a proactive response in 
vulnerable areas of the Gulf Coast against Zika and 
other related mosquito-borne diseases including 
dengue and West Nile fever. 
 
Dr. Hotez also spoke together with Houston Mayor 
Sylvestor Turner at a press briefing organized by Texas 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, who called for 
emergency funds to be dedicated to Houston and other tropical areas in the U.S.  Dr. Hotez pointed out that 
Houston is particularly vulnerable as an area where much of the housing in some communities is in disrepair, 
leading to greater vulnerability to mosquitoes, together with widespread environmental degradation. 
 
Hotez has been featured in in more than 40 different radio and television stories in the past 3 months, 
including appearances on the Today Show, NBC Nightly News, Fox News, NPR, and others, and written 
several opinion pieces for  the New York Times warning about Zika. 
 
Tropical Medicine’s Kristy Murray, who joins Dr. Hotez on Governor Abbott’s task force on infectious disease 
and preparedness, is head of Tropical Medicine’s Laboratory for Zoonotic and Viral Diseases. Her team has 
embarked on several initiatives to promote surveillance and detection of Zika virus, to help prevent the spread 
of the disease, and to learn more about the pathology and mechanisms of the virus. Some of her Zika work is 
being done in collaboration with the laboratory of Dr. Kjersti Aaagaard at TCH, in addition to Baylor’s vaccine 
trial and evaluation unit. The school also put together a CME unit around Zika, and BCM has issued 382 
certificates for that unit, including over 200 to Texas physicians.  

Tropical Medicine Leading in Fight Against Zika Virus 

On January 16, Dr. María Elena Bottazzi was keynote speaker at University of 
Central Florida College of Medicine’s 5th annual Global Health Conference. The 
theme of this year’s conference was “Neglected Tropical Diseases.” 
     In her speech, Dr. Bottazzi emphasized the power of partnerships, highlighting 
as an example the HOOKVAC consortium, which includes BCM’s Tropical 
Medicine laboratories. The consortium is working to finalize a vaccine against 
hookworm, scale up development, and develop a plan to make the vaccine 
accessible to those who can benefit from it. “We cannot address global health to 
end these diseases unless we truly work in partnerships and integrated 
approaches,” said Dr. Bottazzi in her keynote speech. 
     In February, Dr. Bottazzi was also selected as a member of the Houston/Gulf 
Coast Chapter of the American Leadership Forum. The forum works to bring 
together a diverse group of community leaders to find creative and collaborative 
ways to address local issues. 

Dr. Bottazzi Keynote Speaker at Global Health Conference 
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Public Health   

The creation and development of a Section for Public Health Pediatrics is an innovative step 
for the department and the hospital alike.  It demonstrated a vision for the care of all 
children (and their families) well beyond the hospital walls.  By embedding a Center for 
Adversity, Resilience and Education (CARE), there is reframing of the role of the 
pediatrician and children’s hospitals in the lives of children and families.  As featured in the 
Winter 2016 issue of Pedi Press, a new section in the department, Public Health, under the 
direction of Section Head Dr. Christopher Greeley, will start with two critical building 
blocks:  Child Abuse Pediatrics Clinical Physician Services and the CARE.  The winter issue 
described the first building block, Clinical Service, or “Child Protection Team.”  Herein, we 

highlight the second building block.  Future issues will provide more information about both facets of the 
Section, as well as CARE and other projects. 

New Section Represents Innovative Step  

Center for Adversity, Resilience and Education (CARE) 

The CARE will be the focal point for community level research on the many vexing adversities that children 
and their families face.  Among these challenges are poverty, violence, inequality, homelessness, mental health, 
education, and nutrition.  Interest has been sparked nationally and in the greater Houston complex to raise 
awareness of the impact that early childhood has on the life trajectory.  
 In the 1990s, the Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) study demonstrated clearly the impact of childhood 
adversity to increased morbidity and early mortality in adults.  The CDC adopted the ACE framework as a 
paradigm for health promotion for the entire lifespan (“Safe and Stable Nurturing Relationships”).  The AAP 
has endorsed the Eco-Bio-Developmental framework for childhood toxic stress and has developed the national 
Center for Healthy and Resilient Children.  The CARE is exceptionally positioned to work within the Houston 
community, as well as across the state and nationally, to embrace and enhance these efforts.  There is great 
interest within the academic and non-profit sectors of Houston in having a center specializing in the study of 
childhood wellbeing and adversity. 
 Many public health efforts are hindered by scopes that are too narrow and time horizons that are too short.  
The CARE will have as one of its objectives to promote the need for strategies that are broad in scope, 
meaningful in dose, and sustained for longer periods of time.  A cornerstone will be comprehensive outcomes 
and economic evaluations to ensure efficient use of resources from a societal perspective. 
 To address the absence of any center or organization within Houston that has the explicit mission to focus 
on childhood well-being from a comprehensive, public health perspective, the CARE will provide research, 
scholarship, and policy collaboration to help influence how children and families are valued in the Houston 
complex.  This focus will complement the clinical services being offered within SPHP and the full Texas 
Children’s Hospital services.  The CARE will also collaborate with and support organizations in Houston that 
are providing direct services that impact families and children.  An example of what this could look like is 
reflected in the “ACE Consortium Workgroups” housed within the Center.  These workgroups focus on specific 
domains (adversities) and include; postpartum depression, intimate partner violence, child abuse prevention, 
and food insecurity.  Each workgroup includes representation from academia/healthcare, county/city offices, 
and local non-profit, and strives to be collaborative in constructing meaningful next-steps in moving collective 
effort to address their adversity. 
 Scholarship and research efforts will be critical.  Rigorous research is limited on concerns such as 
epidemiology of adversity, proxy measures of outcomes, and process measures of implementing prevention 
strategies.  Many opportunities exist to explore latent class and structural equation modeling to identify which 
strategies are effective, and why and for whom.  The CARE will also be instrumental in promoting the 
importance of childhood adversity in the overall health of Houston.  This effort will include educating 
community groups and policy makers on the pervasive nature of adversity on non-medical population 
concerns such as an educated work force, mental health, early mortality, and economic productivity.  
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April is designated National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month under the auspices of the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services (see 
Timeline, 1983).  The designation marks a time to 
acknowledge the importance of families and 
communities working together to prevent child 
abuse and neglect, as well as promote the social 
and emotional well-being of children and families.  
During the month and throughout the year, 
communities are encouraged to share child abuse 
and neglect prevention awareness strategies and 
activities and promote prevention across the 
country.  
 
This year’s theme was “Building Community, 
Building Hope.”  Strategies for getting involved 
were posted on the website and are ranked in 
three levels: “baby steps,” “small steps,” and “big 
steps” to describe the various types of 
involvement, such as neighborhood to community 
playgrounds to local government meetings.   
 
 
For more information, see  

The 20th National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect 
will be held August 31 to September 2, 2016 at the Grand 
Hyatt Washington in Washington, DC.  The conference theme 
is “Building Community, Building Hope.” The Fall Grantee 
Meetings will be held in conjunction with the National 
Conference on Monday and Tuesday, August 29 to 30, 2016.   
 

1974 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION & TREATMENT ACT 
(CAPTA) 

1978 FEDERAL STANDARDS FOR CHILD ABUSE AND 
NEGLECT PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS 

1982 FIRST NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION 
WEEK 

1983 APRIL PROCLAIMED THE FIRST NATIONAL CHILD 
ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

1984 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION FEDERAL CHALLENGE 
GRANTS ACT 

1989 BLUE RIBBON CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT CHILD 
ABUSE 

1989 COMPREHENSIVE PREVENTION PROJECTS 
FUNDED 

1991 “WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE: STRATEGIES FOR 
COMBATING CHILD MALTREATMENT” 
CONFERENCE 

1996 THE CHILDREN’S BUREAU NAMED THE LEAD 
AGENCY FOR THE COMMUNITY-BASED CHILD 
ABUSE PREVENTION (CBCAP) GRANTS 

1996 THE OFFICE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT AND 
FEDERAL INTERAGENCY WORK GROUP ON CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT ESTABLISHED 

2001 13TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE, “FACES OF CHANGE: 
EMBRACING DIVERSE CULTURES AND 
ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES” 

2003 CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION INITIATIVE AND 14TH 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE, “GATEWAYS TO 
PREVENTION” 

2005 YEAR OF THE HEALTHY CHILD 
2007 OCAN DEVELOPED THE RESOURCE GUIDE AND 

HELD 16TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHILD 
ABUSE AND NEGLECT, “PROTECTING CHILDREN, 
PROMOTING HEALTHY FAMILIES, AND 
PRESERVING COMMUNITIES 

2008 THE CHILDREN’S BUREAU LAUNCHED 17 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO INCREASE 
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT EVIDENCE-BASED HOME 
VISITING PROGRAMS 

2009 17TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE, “FOCUSING ON THE 
FUTURE” STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND 
COMMUNITIES 

2010 PATIENT PROTECTION AND AFFORDABLE CARE 
ACT OF 2010 

2011 NETWORK FOR ACTION PREVENTION INITIATIVE 
KICKS OFF 

2012 18TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE: “CELEBRATING THE 
PAST–IMAGINING THE FUTURE” 

2013 THIRD NETWORK FOR ACTION MEETING 
2014 19TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE: “MAKING 

MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS” 
2016 20TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE: “BUILDING 

COMMUNITY, BUILDING HOPE” 
 

TIMELINE* 

* modified from childwelfare.gov 

April: National Child Abuse Prevention Month  

https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/preventionmonth/ 
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Renal 

The Renal Section had a major presence at the Thirty-sixth Annual Conference on Dialysis 
(ADC), an international meeting of practitioners and researchers to discuss current 
developments in the field of dialysis.  Helen Currier, RN, CENP, CNN Director, Renal & 
Pheresis Services, was a Pediatric Co-Chair of the conference and a member of the 
organizing Committee. 
 
In addition to five poster presentations, Dr. Sarah Swartz was awarded the Best Pediatric 
Abstract for a physician first author;  Jessica Geer, MSN, C-PNP, CNN-NP was awarded 
the Best Pediatric Abstract for a non-physician first author; and Ji Lee, PharmD,  received 

a Best Abstract award.  Leslie Meigs, a long-term survivor of ESRD, led a session on patient experience, and 
Dr. Eileen Brewer and Dr. Mary Brandt (Department of Surgery) delivered platform presentations on 
oxalosis and dialysis access, respectively. Rodrigo Ruano, MD, PhD (Department of OB&GYN) led an 
invited symposium on prenatal diagnosis and therapy of fetal renal disorders.   
 
 

Renal Has Major Presence at Dialysis Conference    

CNRC 

Grad School Hub has ranked the Children’s Nutrition Research Center at 
Baylor and Texas Children’s Hospital among the 50 best graduate schools 
in its recent ranking. The ranking considered research and development 
expenditures, awards and recognition, presence of certified facilities, 
interdisciplinary approaches and other factors. The CNRC, which came in 
at No. 22 on the list, was highlighted as being one of just six USDA 
human nutrition research centers in the United States. As their website 
notes, “Over half of all research activity conducted in the United States 

takes place at research universities.  These hubs of academic discovery are credited with groundbreaking 
research including life-saving drugs, medical treatments, and vaccines as well as the latest and greatest 
advancements in engineering and technology.  
  

CCNNRRCC  RRaannkkeedd  OOnnee  ooff  BBeesstt  GGrraadduuaattee  RReesseeaarrcchh  IInnssttiittuutteess 
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Academic General   

Dr. Brenda “IJ” Anosike  
(center) was recognized as 
the 2014-2015 Most 
Outstanding Community 
Preceptor by the Baylor 
Pediatric Core Clerkship 
Committee. Dr. Elaine 
Fielder, Pediatric Clerkship 
Director (right), and Dr. 
Julieana Nichols, clerkship 
executive committee 
member (left), presented 
the award in March at the 
Center for Children and 
Women at Greenspoint. Dr. 
Anosike earned this honor 
by receiving the most 
student evaluations (22) 
and the highest average for 
teaching effectiveness. 
 
In one of many outstanding comments, a core pediatric clerkship student 
wrote, “Dr. Anosike (Dr. IJ) is a wonderful teacher, beautifully blending 
patient care and education of her trainees in a way that makes both 
students and patients feel valued and important. I hope to be half as good 
of a physician as her one day!” 
 
Dr. Anosike has extensive experience caring for underserved populations 
in the United States and abroad. After completing her training in 
pediatrics at Brown University in Rhode Island, she joined Baylor as part 
of the Global Health Corps. She worked in Tanzania to improve medical 
care for children and subsequently became one of the first providers for 
the Center for Children and Women at Greenspoint. 
 
The community pediatrics rotation is an integral part of the pediatric core 
clerkship and the students appreciate the opportunity to learn from these 
invaluable community preceptors. Despite the demands of busy clinical 
practices, these pediatricians volunteer their time and expertise to help 
educate and mentor Baylor medical students. 
 
For those interested in serving as a medical student community preceptor 
please contact: 
Julieana Nichols, MD, MPH or Teresa Duryea, MD 
Texas Children's Hospital Clinical Care Center 
6701 Fannin, Suite 1540  
Houston, TX 77030  
Phone: 832-822-3441  
nichols@bcm.edu or teresad@bcm.edu 

Outstanding Community Preceptor Announced 

The Department of Pediatrics 
would like to recognize the 

following community pediatricians 
for their dedication to student 

teaching: 
 
TCP-West Chase: Dr. Allen Kline, 
Dr. Janet Pate, Dr. Zosofia Intody 
TCP-Pediatric Medical Group: Dr. 
Michael Chapman 
TCP-Corinthian Pointe: Dr. Tyeshia 
Babineaux and Dr. Cheryl Hardin 
TCP-Ripley House: Dr. Paula 
Wright, Dr. Frida Rivera, Dr. Claire 
Poche 
TCP-Cullen: Dr. Desiree Evans, Dr. 
Amya Mitchell, Sonya Scott CPNP 
TCP-Shadow Creek: Dr. Wendy 
Valicek and Dr. Deborah Davis 
Kelsey-Seybold West: Dr. Helene 
Sheena 
Blue Fish Pediatrics: Dr. Eric 
Lindsay 
Kelsey-Seybold Cypress: Dr. Kara 
Carter 
Texas Pediatrics: Dr. Disha Saharia 
TCP-North Shore: Dr. Amber 
Robinett 
TCP Green Park: Dr. Shannon 
Hayes and Dr. Angela Mazur 
TCP-Heights: Dr. Mary Altobelli 
TCP-Cypress: Dr. Alyssa Kuban 
TCP Gulfton: Dr. Elizabeth Garza 
TCP FM 2920: Dr. Asma Siddiqui 
NAG Clinics: Dr. Ashu Sodhi 
Texas Children's Health Plan 
Center for Women and Children at 
Greenspoint: Dr. Stephanie Marton, 
Dr. Neel Naik, Dr. Brenda Anosike, 
Dr. Chanel Granville, Dr. Miranda 
Madole, Dr. Elizabeth Conrad 
Texas Children's Health Plan 
Center for Women and Children 
Southwest Houston: Dr. Jill Roth, 
Dr. Heidi Schwarzwald, Dr. Adele 
Reeder, Dr. Amy Dixit, Dr. 
Stephanie Urban, Dr. Natalie 
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Hematology/Oncology   

A five-year-old patient, 
Makayla Buckingham,  
cele-brated her birthday 
by sharing her gifts with 
other patients on the 14th 
floor of TCH, where she 
has been receiving 
treatment for cancer 
since last November.   
     When she was asked 
what she wanted for her 
birthday, she responded 
by saying she wanted a 
party where friends 
brought gifts that she 
could give to the other 
sick children, “to make 
them smile and make 
them happy.”    

     Gretchen Buckingham, a single mom, said her daughter has experienced a lot of anxiety about some of the 
procedures, and when the time came for her birthday, she just wanted to do something for the other children, 
something she learned from other people helping them financially when her mother had to take a leave from 
work to look after Makayla.  The act of kindness was video taped and shown on channel 13 Houston.  The 
family has a Go Fund Me page to help with the expenses.  

Meeting with Vice President Focused on Cancer Research   

A group of cancer researchers, among them Dr. Will Parsons, Assoc. Professor and TCH Director of the 
Pediatric Center for Personal Cancer Genomics and Therapeutics, met with the office of Vice President Joe 
Biden to discuss his quest for “a moon shot in this country to cure cancer.” Dr. Parsons was one of 15 of the 
nation’s most prestigious researchers and physician-scientists on a panel convened by the American 

Association for Cancer Research (AACR) in response to the vice 
presidents goal to make “an absolute national commitment 

to end cancer as we know it today.”   The panel focused 
on the considerable progress in cancer research that has 

been made in recent years, especially in the areas of 
precision medicine and immunotherapy.  The panel 
members shared insights in their various areas of 
expertise and discussed priorities for achieving the 

vice president’s goal.  They also discussed initiatives 
spearheaded by the AACR, such as the Project GENIE 

(Genomics, Evidence, Neoplasia, Information, Exchange), the 
aim of which is to facilitate clinical decision-making by linking 
genetic profiles of tumors with clinical outcomes. 

 

“The oncology community is very 
appreciative of Vice President Biden’s 
focus on cancer research as a national 
priority,” Parsons said. “I’m particularly 

excited about the potential of the 
Precision Medicine Incentive to improve 

care for children with cancer.” 
--Dr. Will Parsons 

Patient Shares Birthday with Other Patients   
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“Having gone through cancer myself and being a 
patient here at Texas Children’s, I had heard 

about Purple Songs Can Fly, but as an adult, I never 
thought about trying it. When TCH asked if I’d like 
to sing with Peyton, I was 100 percent on board.” 

--Dr. Jennifer Arnold 
 

Dr. Jennifer Arnold, Asst. 
Professor, joined 13-year-old 
Peyton Richardson, a 
patient at the Cancer Center, 
to write and record a new 
song for the Purple Songs 
Can Fly studio.  
      
The program provides a 
musical outlet for children 
and adolescents being 
treated for cancer and blood 
disorders at the Cancer and 
Hematology Centers.  The 
program, founded by Anita 
Kruse, is the first of its kind.  
       
Working with Kruse and 
other professional compos-
ers, the patients write and 
record their own songs in 
the in-house studio.  Their 
song is entitled, “A smile 
and a thank you to you.”  It 
is a strong message about 
going through tough times such as battling cancer while keeping a positive attitude, which is possible 
only by drawing from your inner strength and the love and strength of those around you.  Dr. Arnold 
emphasized that she and Peyton wanted the song to express their appreciation for their loved ones.  

Faculty Joins Patient to Record Song   
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Cardiology   

Three Cardiologists Welcomed to Department and TCH   

Dr. Dan Penny, Professor and Section Head, and Chief of Cardiology at Texas Children’s Heart Center 
welcomed three new pediatric cardiologists to the TCH heart team – Dr. Tobias Schlingmann, Dr. Betul 
Yilmaz, and Dr. Justin Zachariah. Texas Children’s Heart Center is ranked #2 nationally in cardiology and 
heart surgery by U.S. News & World Report.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Schlingmann, Asst. Professor, received his undergraduate and medical degrees from 
the University of Hamburg, Germany. He completed his residency in pediatrics and 
fellowship in pediatric cardiology at Boston Children’s Hospital. He completed a senior 
fellowship in non-invasive cardiac imaging at Boston Children’s Hospital. His clinical 
interests include the diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular disease in infants, 
children, and adolescents in both the inpatient and outpatient settings. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Yilmaz, Asst. Professor, earned a combined Bachelor of Science and medical degree at 
Istanbul University. She did basic research in genetics at the University of Chicago 
Medical Center and completed a pediatric residency at Washington University in St. 
Louis and a pediatric cardiology fellowship at Columbia-Cornell University Medical 
Centers. She also completed an advanced imaging/fetal cardiology fellowship at 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center.  Her clinical interests include utilization 
of advanced cardiac imaging modalities such as echocardiography and fetal 
echocardiography to improve the diagnosis and management of congenital heart disease 
in fetuses and in pediatric population. 
 

 
 
Dr. Zachariah, Asst. Professor, earned his Bachelor of Arts degree at Rice University and 
medical degree at Baylor College of Medicine. He earned a Masters of Public Health from 
Harvard University and completed his pediatric residency at the University of California 
San Francisco. He also completed a clinical cardiology fellowship at Boston Children’s 
Hospital and a visiting research fellowship with the Framingham Heart Study, supported 
by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. His clinical interests include preventive 
cardiology in order to help patients avoid future cardiac disease and events such as heart 
attack and stroke through early detection and intervention. 

“We are thrilled to welcome three new cardiologists. Drs. 
Schlingmann, Yilmaz and Zachariah bring expertise which will 

help us continue to remain a preeminent cardiology program and 
better serve our patients and their families.” 

--Dr. Dan Penny, Section Head 
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Cardiology Featured in TMC News    

TCH Children’s Heart Center 
Ranked #2 in the United States 

#1 in Texas in pediatric cardiology and heart surgery   

“There’s an increasing appreciation that it’s really all part of the continuum and that there is likely 
a sequence of crucial times during development that are really important.  For that reason, we work 
closely with our partners at Texas Children’s Pavilion for Women, Texas Children’s Fetal Center, the 
Texas Heart Institute, and other pediatric specialists here at Texas Children’s Hospital to make sure 
we’re addressing every aspect that impacts the child’s wellbeing. One of the big advances over the 
last 10 years or so is the increasing recognition that heart disease in children isn’t just a disease of 
the heart. It’s not just about funny valves and funny hearts.  It’s a condition that really affects the 
whole child, . . . the family and ultimately society.” – Dr. Dan Perry 

In a feature article in the TMC News, the TCH Children’s Heart Center was recognized along with Children’s 
Heart Program at Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital as standing “apart from the pack” of typical 
children’s heart centers.   Noting that most pediatric heart centers do not publicly release their mortality 
profiles, TMC News pointed out that most confidentially report their results to the national database managed 
by the Society of Thoracic Surgeons and that last year a composite of these data was made publicly available 
in a report published by CNN.  That report revealed that surgical death rates ranged from 1.4 to 12.1 percent, 
depending on the hospital, an enormous difference when it comes to life and death. 
 
At TCH, progress has been made from being unable to offer anything to approaching 100 percent survival, all 
in one lifetime. The progress was attributed to a concert of a dedicated children’s hospital, focused children’s 
care, the development of numerous sub-specialties, and general advancements in cardiology and cardio-
surgery, intensive care, neonatology, anesthesia, pharmacology and physiology.  When one adds in high 
patient volume, multiple surgeons, strategic multidisciplinary partnerships, and emphasis on the importance 
of a continuum of care, the reasons for the recognition become obvious.  

Dr. Dan Perry, Professor and Chief of Cardiology at TCH and his team at Texas 
Children’s direct efforts at non-cardiac implications of heart disease in children, 
including neurodevelopment delays caused by the abnormal hemodynamics in utero 
common to patients with coronary heart disease and symptoms of post traumatic stress 
disorder observed in children and their families after open heart surgery. 
 
Today, babies born with coronary heart disease are now reaching adulthood. Although 
many are healthy overall, they require periodic monitoring and care their entire lives. 
To address their specific needs, TCH has engaged a large team of specialists to provide 
dedicated care for these patients.   
 
Dr. Penny noted that the kind of heart disease acquired from poor diet, lack of exercise, smoking, and other 
risk factors is the No. 1 killer in the world and likely will be the next big global pandemic in developing 
countries as well, eclipsing even HIV. 
 
“We know that the seeds for acquired coronary artery disease in adults are actually laid down when they are 
children,” Dr. Penny said. “Our goal is to identify patients with these risk factors so that we can intervene 
early enough and hopefully reduce their risk of developing heart disease in the future.” 

23 



  DEPARTMENT RESEARCH . . . 
  Highlights & Updates  

 

A study led by Dr. Sharon Plon, Professor, and Dr. Will Parsons, Assoc. Professor, and 
published in JAMA Oncology revealed that mutations detected by combined whole exome 
tumor and blood sequencing in pediatric cancer patients could help explain the cause of 
cancer or have the potential to impact clinical cancer care.  Unexpected findings, 
including mutations in genes not previously associated with the specific type of cancer 
that had been diagnosed, indicated a value in using broad-based testing of both tumor 
and blood samples for children diagnosed with solid tumors.  More than 25 percent of the 
patients studied had a genetic mutation of potential clinical relevance that was detected 
in their tumors; nearly 10 percent had germline mutations in adult and pediatric cancer 
susceptibility genes that explained the cause of the cancer; and other patients had 
mutations in genes that are related to risks of diseases other than cancer.  Dr. Parsons 
noted that, “An important aspect of this study is its focus on both what the tumor can tell 
us in terms of potential molecular 
targets for treatment but also what 
the blood samples reveal about 
the risk of hereditary cancer and 
other genetic diseases for the 
patient and family.”  The results 
are from the first 150 patients 
with newly diagnosed solid 
tumors enrolled in the BASIC3 

study at TCH, which is nearing completion of 
enrolling 280 patients from the center.  The overall goal 
of the BASIC3 project is the integration of blood and 
tumor whole exome sequencing obtained at the time of 
diagnosis into the clinical management of patients with 
solid tumors and brain tumors. 

Dr. Wendy Rhoades, Asst. Professor and a St. Baldrick’s Researcher, has developed a 
blood test that can detect whether a patient has bone cancer.  Focusing on osteosarcoma, 
she and her lab worked on ways to develop a test that could use a regular draw of blood 
to determine if a patient has markers for bone cancer.  They looked at four specific 
microRNAs and found that in patients with osteosarcoma, three of the markers were 
high and one was low.  Although physicians monitor survivors by having them get X-
rays, MRIs, and CT scans, which are all very good, sometimes findings raise questions, 
and the blood test might remove guesswork from those scenarios.  The research has a 
long way to go, but Dr. Rhoades expects that a multi-institutional clinical trial will be 
possible in the near future.  For now, she is expanding the research to look at how the 

blood test might be used in Ewing sarcoma and rhabdomysarcoma, while working on her Ph.D.   Her mentor 
for the research was Dr. Jason Yustein, also a St. Baldrick’s Scholar. 

Mutations May Explain Cause of Cancer   

Blood Test Shown to Detect Bone Cancer   

 

 
 
  “In a significant number of cases, results 
revealed mutations in genes that we would 

not even have thought of testing for, 
because they were not known to be 

associated with childhood cancer.  These 
results suggest that using focused genetic 

testing could miss important findings.” 
--Dr. Sharon Plon 
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Dr. Andras Heczey, Asst. Professor, has received a $583,000 Mentored Research Scholar 
Grant from the American Cancer Society to support his research on developing 
immunotherapy for neuroblastoma.  The grant was funded by NBC’s Today Show viewers, 
through its “Shine a Light” campaign, which was launched in 2014 to help support and raise 
funds for different causes and communities in need.  Co-host Hoda Kotb selected pediatric 
cancer as her cause.  The grant will help support Dr. Heczey and his team in their endeavor 
to genetically engineer natural killer T lymphocytes (NKTs), a unique subset of immune cells 
found in the blood, to eliminate neuroblastoma.  This rare type of cancer develops in 
immature nerve cells of the sympathetic nervous system.  In normal development, the nerve 
cells (neuroblasts) gradually form into mature nerve cells and fibers that function within the sympathetic 
nervous system, or disappear by birth; however, if they continue to grow and accumulate, they form a 
neuroblastoma tumor.  Neuroblastoma is the third most common cause of cancer-related pediatric deaths.  
NKTs can infiltrate neuroblastoma tissue and attack non-malignant cells and indirectly inhibit the tumor’s 
growth. If NKTs can be genetically modified to carry a chimeric antigen receptor, which has proved effective 
in treating a type of blood cancer, they can locate specific antigens on tumor cells and have “dual specificity” 
that is needed to deliver a one-two punch against neuroblastoma. 

Grant Will Support Research on Immunotherapy   

$69.8 Million USAID Grant Awarded to BIPAI, Malawi    

“While Southern Africa remains the epicenter of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, recent progress toward global 
elimination goals provides an impetus for coordinated, regional efforts. The program will address challenges related 
to HIV care and treatment, including pediatric and adolescent care, HIV prevention from mother to child and the 

unique gender aspects of the epidemic, providing a common regional platform for dissemination and rapid adoption of 
best practices.” – Dr. Saeed Ahmed 

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has awarded a $69.8 
million grant to Baylor College of Medicine Children’s Foundation–Malawi (Baylor–
Malawi), an affiliate of the BCM International Pediatrics AIDS Initiative at TCH (BIPAI) 
to support and expand HIV/AIDS programs in Southern Africa.  
 
The grant will fund a dynamic and innovative project called Technical Support to PEPFAR 
Programs (TSP) in the Southern Africa Region. TSP is a collaborative program designed 
by the Baylor-Malawi team and includes ICAP at Columbia University and the BCM 
Children’s Foundations in Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho and Angola to support 
programs of the U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  
 
Dr. Saeed Ahmed, Asst. Professor, will lead TSP, which will provide a wealth of technical expertise, including 
human resource capacity, physical infrastructure, existing networking, and program implementation 
experience, thereby bringing together formally the unique and complementary strengths of the BCM network 
and ICAP at Columbia University. To provide assistance to regional HIV/AIDS programs, Baylor-Malawi and 
its partners have organized a ‘Dream Team’ of experts who will provide the technical advising backbone of the 
program. Through its implementing partners, the Dream Team will have access to an extensive network of 
more than 1,500 people, including physicians, nurses, social workers, counselors, community health workers 
and volunteers, and pharmacists to provide HIV/AIDS program assistance and implementation. 
 
“This award is a true testament to the BIPAI Network’s ability and capacity as a global leader in pediatric 
HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis. Baylor–Malawi continues to excel in innovative program development,” said 
Michael Mizwa, Chairman, Baylor–Malawi Board of Directors, Chief Operating Officer/Senior Vice President 
of BIPAI and Director of Global Health at TCH.   Dr. Peter Kazembe, Executive Director of BCM’s Children’s 
Foundation–Malawi, added, “ With the resources from this award, I am pleased that Baylor–Malawi will lead a 
consortium that leverages the extensive expertise that is in the BIPAI network with its partners ICAP and 
regional ministries of health to accelerate the region’s advances to the 90-90-90 targets.” 
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Children’s Hospital of San Antonio 

New Transplant Center Announced   
On February 5, 2016, CHofSA announced the establishment of the Harvey E. Najim Blood 
& Marrow Transplant Center, to be located on the hospital’s 8th floor.  It will provide both 
inpatient and outpatient treatment for children diagnosed with cancer and certain blood 
disorders.  The Center was made possible by a $1.5 million personal grant from Harvey 
E. Najim, President of The Najim Family Foundation.   
 
The foundation was established in 2006 to support children’s charitable organizations in 
the greater San Antonio area.  Mr. Najim used $75 million of proceeds from an equity 
partnership transaction to create the Foundation.  He has donated a total of $84 million 
and pledged another $125 million within 3-5 years.  

 
In the past, the foundation as donated gifts to CHofSA to purchase an Echo Cardiograph and to hire Child 
Life staff.   In 2013, Harvey E. Najim and the Najim Family Foundation demonstrated its support for CHof SA 
by donating $3 million, comprised of a personal gift from Dr. Najim, as well as a gift from The Najim Family 
Foundation.. To date, the Foundation and Mr. Najim have donated a combined $65 million to close to 200 
different children’s charities in the San Antonio area. 
 
The Transplant Center and program will be under the leadership of Dr. Veronica Jude (pictured).  An 
experienced pediatric blood and marrow stem cell transplant physician, Dr. Jude plans to perform the first 
autologous BMT procedure some time this year.   

The Pediatric Intensive Care Unit at CHofSA announced in February that it had been selected to be 
recognized by the American Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN) with a Silver Beacon 
Award. To earn the award, units must meet national criteria consistent with Magnet Recognition, 
the Malcolm Baldridge National Quality Award, and the National Quality Healthcare Award.  The 
Beacon Award includes bronze, silver, and gold levels, allowing a unit to chart its excellence 
journey over time.  Recipients receive a three-year designation.  The CHofSA unit earned the Silver 
Beacon Award designation by meeting the following evidence-based criteria: 

 
• Leadership Structures and Systems  
• Appropriate Staffing and Staff Engagement 
• Effective Communication, Knowledge Management, Learning, and Development 
• Evidence-Based Practice and Processes 
• Outcome Measurement 

Pediatric ICU Recognized    
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The CHofSA proudly announced that ten outstanding young 
physicians will comprise the second group of residents for the new 
residency program in San Antonio.  They will complete their 
program through BCM’s pediatric residency program, which offers 
training in general pediatrics, as well as fellowships in more specific 
fields of study. The program provides residents with many training 
opportunities; from community-based practice to conducting 
research at one of the most advanced medical centers in the world. 
The program will be staffed by BCM faculty members who will 
provide care for patients and oversee the training of students and 
residents.  BCM’s pediatric residency program. This group of 
residents will begin their pediatric training in July. 
 
Since the establishment in 2013 of a partnership involving BCM, 
TCH, and CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health System to develop San 
Antonio’s only freestanding children’s hospital, BCM has created 
and developed a distinct pediatric residency program, which started 
in 2014.  That establishment was a milestone in the efforts to 
transform “our hospital into a world-class children’s  facility,” 
according the Dr. Mark Gilger, Pediatrician-in-Chief and Vice-
Chair of BCM Pediatrics.  Dr. Michelle Barajaz, Asst. Professor, is 
the Pediatric Residency Program Director. 

CHofSA Resident Match 
 
4th-year Chief Resident: Kim 
Hoang, Baylor College of Medicine 
 
PGY-1 Class: 
Nancy Elawabdeh, MD - 
Morehouse School of Medicine 

Elissa Gonzalez, MD, MPH - The 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at San Antonio 

Lauren Kjolhede, DO - The 
University of North Texas Health 
Science Center 

Ann Marie Mojica, MD - Texas 
A&M Health Science Center 

Saba Nawazish, MD - The 
University of Missouri Kansas City 
School of Medicine 

Tiffany Ponzio, MD - The 
University of Texas Medical School 
at Houston 

Danielle Roberts, MD - Texas A&M 
Health Science Center 

Olivia Simmons Lehane, DO - The 
University of North Texas Health 
Science Center 

Allison Wells, MD - Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center -El Paso 

Pedro Zavala, MD - Texas Tech 
Health Sciences Center - El Paso 

CHofSA Resident Match Is Great Success   

“As our pediatric residency program grows, we are 
excited to see our current residents take on their 
early roles of teaching, supervision, and leadership. 
They have completed numerous rotations with our 
faculty in all disciplines from hematology/oncology to 
infectious diseases and neonatal care.” 

--Dr. Michelle Barajaz 
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  MAKE A NOTE . . .  

May 20 
APP Call for Nominations being accepted for the 2016 Abraham Jacobi Award 
The recipient of the Abraham Jacobi Award will be presented with a $1,000 honorarium and a plaque during 
the annual business meeting at the National Conference in San Francisco on October 24.  This is a joint 
AAP/AMA award honoring Abraham Jacobi, the Father of American Pediatrics.  A letter of nomination and 
the nominee’s curriculum vita are required for consideration.  For award criteria, contact Katie Friedman at 
kfriedman@app.org.  Nominations must be received by May 20.   
 
May 20, 12:00 – 1:00 – Cullen Auditorium 
Baylor College of Medicine Annual Education Awards Day 
 
May 20, 8:00 – 5:00 – Pavilion for Women, 4th Floor 
2016 Annual Academies Collaborative:  Assessment . . . The Driver of Learning 
Dr. Jason Frank, esteemed medical educator from Canada, will be the plenary presenter.  For more 
information, contact faced@bcm.edu. 
 
May 20, 2:00 – 4:00 – BCM M321/323 
Workshop with Dr. Frank 
Dr. Jason Frank will host a workshop about learner assessment and evaluation.  Please RSVP to Remy 
Elizondo, remijioe@bcm.edu. 
 
June 3 - Pavilion for Women, 4th Floor 
2nd Annual Resident Scholarship Day 
The emphasis of the session is on the process of scholarship.  Residents were encouraged to submit their 
scholarship, even if their projects are not complete or they had not completed their Scholarly Activity block.  
Residents who submitted an abstract will present their work either as a traditional or electronic poster during 
a 1-hour session from 12 – 1:00.  Four abstracts will be presented at Pediatric Grand Rounds (also June 3). 
 
June 30, 5:00 PM 
Deadline for Letter of Intent, Ligums Family Transition Medicine 
Grant 
The funding will support projects focusing on late adolescents and 
young adults who (a) have chronic conditions originating in 
childhood and (b) are transitioning to adult care.  For more 
information, contact Caitlyn Barrow at Caitlyn.Barrow@bcm.edu. 
Deadline for Application is July 31, 5:00 PM. 
 
Weekly:  Monday – Thursday, 8:00 - 8:45, West Tower 6th Floor 
Neonatology Conference Room (exception, May 10: CCC Large 
Conference Room, D0360.04) 
Pediatric Residency Program Morning Report 
Kim Lehecka, Chief Resident 2015-2016, invites all faculty members 
to attend and offer input. 
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