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The second quarter of 2013 has been an exciting time of growth 
and expansion here in Houston and in our provision of health 
services in the community and abroad.   In addition to the 
celebrations on BIPAI’s growth in Botswana and Lesotho, the 
topic of our Feature Article, are important achievements here in 
Houston.  I am especially proud to announce that Pediatric 
Hospital Medicine was awarded accreditation through the APA; 
this is an outstanding achievement that has come as the result of 
much dedication and hard work.  At TCH, a Pediatric Stone 
Clinic opened, the only such clinic in Texas, and the Hematology 
Center was expanded.  Advanced equipment, including the 
installation of new Nidek cameras at the Sugarland and West 
campuses and a new PET/MRI scanner in TCH’s Pavilion for 
Women, the only such scanner in the entire TMC, place the 
department on the cutting-edge of providing diagnoses and 
treatments for patients.  The Department’s continuing 
commitment to the Houston community is seen in the 
contributions of Academic General Pediatrics to provide health 
and other services in the Fifth Ward, Kashmere Gardens.  
Numerous faculty members were recipients of various awards and 

honors, which are covered in “Faculty Features.”  
Further, an opportunity for faculty to serve short-
term assignments in Africa has been announced.   I 
thank all of you for making this one of the most 
innovative and dynamic departments in the 
country.  
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   Feature Article 

BIPAI Celebrates Botswana COE 
10th Anniversary and Opening of New Centers 

BIPAI Mission 
To provide high-quality, high-impact, highly ethical pediatric and family-centered health care, health professional training 
and clinical research, focused on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, malnutrition and other conditions impacting the health 
and well-being of children and families worldwide. 

Botswana COE 
 
On June 10, dignitaries 
from Baylor College of 
Medicine International 
Pediatric AIDS Initiative 
(BIPAI) at Texas 
Children’s Hospital, 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, 
and the Baylor Botswana 
Centre of Excellence 
(COE) celebrated the 
Centre’s 10th anniversary.  
When the work began in 
Botswana 15 years ago under the direction of 

BIPAI’s founder Dr. Mark 
Kline, now Chairman of the 
Department of Pediatrics at 
BCM and Physician-in-chief 
of TCH, HIV/AIDS was 
running rampant and no 
children were receiving 
treatment.  Today, more than 
6,300 children have received 
life-saving treatment through 
this initiative.   
    Dr. Kline commented that 

when his group began work in Botswana, the 
region of Africa being hit hardest by the disease, 
many medical and public health experts considered 
the situation hopeless.  Nonetheless, BIPAI “was 
able to establish a family-centered model of 
HIV/AIDS care delivery that now has been 
replicated across the African continent, saving the 
lives to tens of thousands of children.  Today, the 
program has more than 175,000 HIV-infected 
children and family members in care and treatment, 
more than any other organization worldwide.”   

Attending the festivities 
from BIPAI were Dr. 
Paul Klotman, President 
and CEO of BCM; 
Michael Mizwa, CEO of 
BIPAI; and Nancy 
Calles, 
Sr. Vice-
President 
of BIPAI 
(pictured 
below, 
top to 
bottom). 

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation was 
represented by John Damonti, President, and Lamberto 
Andreotti, CEO.  Also in attendance were the Hon. Rev. 
John Seakgosing, MD, Botswana’s 
Minister of Health, and Dr. Gabriel 
Anabwani, Executive Director of the 
Botswana-Baylor Children’s COE 
(center picture, left). 
     After the success experienced by 
BIPAI in Romania, the Initiative 
turned its focus in 2003 to Botswana, 
where the prevalence of HIV/AIDS was 39 percent.  
With support from the Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Foundation, they undertook renovation on two 
storerooms at the Princess Marina 
Hospital in Gaborone, Botswana, 
converting them into a HIV/AIDS 
clinic.  Almost immediately, despite 
stigma and other barriers keeping 
people from seeking health care, the 
clinic had more than 200 children.  
Construction of a COE was begun, and 
with its completion, it became the first comprehensive 
pediatric HIV/AIDS treatment center on the African 
continent.  Today, it is one of the largest such centers in 
the world.  
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Botswana 

Phatsimong Center Opens 
 
 
The Anniversary Celebration in Botswana was augmented by 
another celebration, that of the official opening of the Baylor-
Bristol-Myers Squibb Phatsimong (“place to shine”) 
Adolescent Center in Botswana. Mr. Andreotti was quoted as 
saying that “the adolescent center is an important step in 
ensuring that young people in Botswana can pursue 
productive careers, start families, contribute to their 
communities, and realize their dreams.” 
     As the children were saved from early death and grew into 
adolescents, new challenges and needs became apparent.  To 
meet their needs and those of older patients, BIPAI 
established in Botswana a Teen Club designed to help 
teenagers manage their chronic illnesses and transition to 
adulthood.  The Club, which began in 2003 with only five 
members, now has more than 1,000.  It became a prototype 
for other BIPAI Teen Clubs that were established in Lesotho, 
Swaziland, Malawi, Uganda, and Tanzania and now have a 
total membership of more than 4,000. 
 
 
Teen Leaders 
In addition to the strong support given by COE staff and 
adult volunteers, the Teen Clubs rely on the leadership of 
elected teens, called “teen leaders.” BIPAI provides them 
with training in peer mentoring and leadership skills to give 
them confidence to perform their duties and to reinforce their 
status as role models for other adolescents. A comprehensive 
training program has been developed by the Botswana-Baylor 
COE to provide adolescent teen leaders with knowledge and 
skills in the areas of peer education, leadership, prevention 
with HIV-positive teens, public speaking and effective Teen 
Club event planning and implementation.   
     Team-building retreats in the form of camps with a variety 
of outdoor teambuilding activities have been held during the 
school holidays to increase teamwork and leadership skills 
among the teen leaders. The retreats also reinforce various 
life skills and peer mentoring techniques, as well as provide 
an opportunity for the teen leaders and adult volunteers from 
different sites to share their challenges and best practices with 
each other.  

On June 12, another BIPAI celebration was 
held, this time in Lesotho, to dedicate the 
opening of four satellite centers.  Attending the 
special ceremonies were the Right Honourable 
Prime Minister Dr. Thomas Motsoahae 
Thabane, The Honourable Minister of Health 
Dr. Pinkie Rosemary Manamolela, and other 
Cabinet Ministers.  Joining them from the 
United States were Dr. Paul Klotman, Michael 
Mizwa, and Nancy R. Calles of Baylor College 
of Medicine and BIPAI, and  John Damonti 
and Lamberto Andreotti of Bristol-Myers 
Squibb. 
 
 

Because of 
Lesotho’s mountainous 

terrain, the people have difficulty 
accessing care in the main cities.  These satellite 
centers provide the means for HIV-affected 
children and families to get life-saving care, 
testing, counsel-ing, and psychosocial support.   
     Dr. Klotman (above) commented that BCM 
“has a strong commitment to improving global 
health . . . The BIPAI program, its legacy and 
continued expansion is one of Baylor’s greatest 
contributions to this mission.”   
     Mr. Andreotti also noted that “We are proud 
to partner with Baylor College of Medicine and 
the government of Lesotho to help ensure that 
children throughout Lesotho have access to 
high-quality HIV care and supportive services.  
By making children a priority, we are taking 
important, concrete steps to secure the future for 
Lesotho and to give hope to an entire generation 
of boys and girls.”  

Lesotho Satellite Centers 

Photos of celebration and visits to Botswana 
and Lesotho are courtesy of Smiley Pool.   
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Pediatric Postgraduate 

Pediatric Hospital Medicine Program Accredited  

BIPAI Clinic Has Special Visitor 

The Diabetes/Endocrine 
Section, in collaboration with 
the Sugarland and West 
Campuses, proudly 
announced the implementa-
tion of the Nidek Camera at 
each location.   
  The implementation of these 
cameras will enhance patient 
care by offering patients who 
are 10 years of age and older 
screening for early detection 
of retinopathy, which can 
eventually lead to blindness.   
    The equipment has already 
proven its value:  On the first 
day of implementation at 
CCC, the second patient 
screened had an abnormal 
result. The provider of the 
patient was contacted, the 
finding discussed, and a 
referral was processed for an 
ophthalmologist.   

The BCM/TCH Pediatric Hospital Medicine fellowship program has been 
awarded accreditation through the Academic Pediatrics Association.  In 2004, 
a consensus conference sponsored by the American Board of Pediatrics 
Foundation proposed the development of an accreditation process for 
Academic General Pediatric fellowship training programs. This has since 
evolved to encompass Pediatric Hospital Medicine fellowships to strengthen 
the discipline and ensure academic success within pediatric departments.   
     Programs eligible for APA Accreditation are dedicated to the teaching of 
scholarly skills to fellows in general pediatrics, including academic general 
pediatrics, hospital medicine, community pediatrics, health services research, 
health policy, and related pediatric disciplines and are not eligible for ACGME 
accreditation.  
     The BCM/TCH program is only the second Pediatric Hospital Medicine 
fellowship to receive full non-conditional APA accreditation (out of 26 existing 
PHM fellowship programs in the United States and Canada). This 
accreditation firmly establishes the BCM/TCH program as a national model 
for a PHM fellowship, which will be key as the field of PHM moves towards 
ABP specialty certification with ACGME accreditation in the coming years. 

New Cameras to 
Aid In Diagnosis 
of Retinopathy 

Dr. Tom Frieden, Director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, made an 
official visit July 15 to tour the Baylor College of Medicine-Bristol-Myers Squibb Children’s 
Clinical Center of Excellence at Mulago Hospital in Kampala, Uganda. The CDC has been a 
strong partner and supporter of Baylor’s efforts in Uganda since the pediatric HIV/AIDS 
program first reached the country in the early 2000s. 
     “This visit signified the important role Baylor-Uganda plays in the national scale-up of 
pediatric HIV/AIDS prevention, care, and treatment as well as addressing maternal 
mortality," said Michael Mizwa, Senior Vice President and Chief Operating Officer of BIPAI. 
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Texas’ First Pediatric 
Stone Clinic Opens 

On July 1, TCH announced the expansion of Texas 
Children’s Hematology Center. One of the largest pediatric 
hematology programs in the country, the Center’s new 
clinical space was expanded to 5,800 square feet with 12 
exam rooms and four acute care rooms for treatment. The 
new clinic space will allow the Hematology Center to offer 
disease-specific clinics to ensure continuity and patient-
centered care for children with serious blood disorders.  It 
also will provide care teams the ability to enhance and 
expand patient care in a comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
approach whereby patients will be able to see several 
specialists in one appointment and in 
one location. 
     Dr. Donald Mahoney, Director of 
the Center, noted that the goal is “to 
continue to provide personalized, 
high-quality, family-centered care to 
children and adolescents with blood 
disorders in a more convenient and 
comfortable environment.” 
    The expanded space offers the 
multidisciplinary team of the 
Hematology Center enhanced ability to continue innovative 
clinical and laboratory research, with the aim to advance 
treatment and improve clinical outcomes for children with 
blood disorders. It also will collaborate with BCM to deliver 
world-class training and education for current and future 
leaders in the field of pediatric hematology.  
     The Center specializes in the treatment of hemoglobin 
disorders, including sickle cell disease, bleeding and clotting 
disorders, rare genetic and acquired bone marrow failure 
disorders, immune hematology disorders such as immune 
thrombocytopenia, and numerous varieties of anemia 
including nutritional anemia, white blood cell disorders, and 
platelet disorders. 

Hematology Center Expanded 

TCH has announced the opening of a new 
Pediatric Stone Clinic, the first of its kind in 
Texas.  The Clinic provides comprehensive care 
for children and adolescents with kidney stones.     
     A multidisciplinary team evaluates, 
diagnoses, and treats children who have had 
kidney stones previously and patients who are at 
risk for developing them.  The Clinic brings 
together three subspecialties, enabling patients to 
see providers in all three during a single visit, 
thereby streamlining and easing the patient’s 
treatment.  It is the only such clinic at a pediatric 
hospital in Texas and one of only a few such 
programs nation-wide. 
     Treatment options include medical treatment, 
usually focused on pain relief; percutaneous 
nephrostolithotomy, a technique that usually is 
used for large stones and involves going through 
the skin over the kidney to remove the stone; 
ureteroscopic stone removal, a procedure that 
involves placing an instrument through the 
urethra and bladder to the level of the stone and 
either removing it or shattering it with a laser so 
the fragments can pass; or laparoscopic or open 
surgery, both of which require general anesthesia 
and manual removal of the stone. 
     Physicians heading up the Clinic are: 

 
Dr. Nicolette Janzen, a specialist 
in pediatric urology who has done 
research on the feasibility of nerve-
sparing cryosurgery and the use of 
tumor markers to predict the 
survival of patients with metastic 
renal cell carcinoma. 
 
Dr. Mini Michael, who uses a 
holistic approach to patient care for 
patients with renal transplantation, 
hemolytic uremic syndrome, and 
nephrotic syndrome and has 
completed a 20-year retrospective 

review of pediatric renal transplantation 
outcomes with long-term dual 
immunosuppression. 

 
Dr. Ewa Elenberg, a national 
expert in cystonisis who was the 
first to describe eating problems in 
cystinosis and is currently testing a 
new drug to improve the quality of 
life in patients with the disease. 

Physicians and researchers from the Department of Pediatric 
Radiology at TCH received prominent acclaim at the 56th 
Annual Meeting and Postgraduate Course of the Society for 

Pediatric Radiology.  They presented a total 
of 21 abstracts, more than the hospital has 
ever presented in one year and more than 
any other institution presented this year.  
     Dr. George Bissett, III, Chief of the 
Department of Pediatric Radiology at TCH, 
noted that “This is an amazing achievement 
and a true testament to our physicians, 

researchers and clinical staff, who are leading the way in the 
progress of our field.”   
 

Record Number of Abstracts Presented  
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Texas Children’s Hospital announced in April that it had acquired a new PET/MRI scanner to help in making 
early and accurate diagnoses of various cancers, heart diseases, and degenerative neurological disorders.  TCH is 
the first children’s hospital to begin using the equipment, as well as the only hospital in the Texas Medical 
Center to have the machine.  It sequentially performs PET and MRI scans, thereby providing more detailed 

images than can be obtained by either technique alone. The 
new technology overcomes the previous dilemma caused by 
the interference of the powerful MRI magnets with the 
imaging detectors on the PET scanner.    If  the PET/MRI 
proves to offer a replacement for the PET/CT scans now used 
to detect cancers and other problems in pediatric patients, it 
will reduce significantly the amount of radiation dose to which 
the children are exposed.  The hybrid scans also allow for 
patients to undergo both procedures without having to move 
from one imaging unit to another, which in turn makes it 
easier to combine the data from both scans. 
     The scanner is located in the imaging facility at TCH’s 
Pavilion for Women.  With the acquisition of the PET/MRI 

scanner added to PET/CT, two SPECT cameras, and SPECT/CT, the suite of services becomes one of the 
foremost cutting-edge centers in the world.   
      To help alleviate children’s anxiety about procedures they must undergo, the imaging facility has included a 
Kitten Scanner.  It is a small-scale, simulated version of an MRI that allows children to play and interact with 
the device by selecting a toy to scan and then placing it on a small “patient” table; the children can push the toy 
through an opening and watch the flat panel display, which tells them a story about how the scanner works, why 
the exam is necessary, and how it shows pictures of the “insides” of the toy. 

TCH is First Children’s Hospital to Acquire 
PET/MRI Scanner for Childhood Diseases  

Warning About  
West Nile Fever Issued  

Dr. Kristy Murray issued a reminder about 
West Nile flu, noting that last year’s epidemic 
in Texas was the largest ever recorded.  The 
virus is transmitted by mosquitoes who get 
infected by biting infected birds and then 
transmit the disease when they bite people or 
animals.  
     Cases and mosquitoes that tested positive for 
the virus have already been seen in several 
areas of Texas.  The usual symptoms include a 

flu-like illness that can last for several weeks and cause fatigue, 
headaches or body aches, a rash usually on the chest, back, and 
arms; more serious cases involve a neuroinvasive form, meaning 
that the virus has invaded the brain and spinal cord, causing 
encephalitis, meningitis, and/or paralysis. As no treatment exists 
for the virus, the key is prevention.    
     Dr. Murray emphasized the importance of “reporting cases of 
West Nile virus [to] alert public health officials and the community 
about where they need to focus their prevention efforts as well as 
focus their mosquito control activities.” 

Tips for Avoiding 
West Nile Fever  

Dr. Murray, a faculty member of the National 
School of Tropical Medicine at BCM, offers 
the following tips to prevent getting mosquito 
bites this summer: 

• Mosquito repellent is the best 
line of defense – look for one 
that contains DEET or 
picardin. 

• Avoid being outdoors between dusk and 
dawn – this is when the mosquitoes 
carrying the virus are most active. 

• During the day, avoid stirring up these 
mosquitoes in areas that have tall grass. 
Protect yourself from mosquitoes if you 
plan to garden or do work outdoors. 

• Be sure vulnerable populations, such as 
older adults and children, are using 
mosquito repellent. 

• Don’t become complacent as the summer 
goes on – the majority of infections occur 
between July and September. 
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AGP Contributes to Community Outreach  

  

NFL Quarterback Makes Donation to West Campus ER  

The West Campus of TCH received from NFL quarterback Matt Schaub and his 
wife Laurie a donation of $250,000, as part of a $1 million pledge.  The funds 
were raised by their GR8 Hope Foundation and will be used to expand the 
emergency center.  The Center, a 14-bed unit open 24/7, is staffed by board-
certified pediatric emergency 
medicine physicians under the 
direction of Dr. Charles Hankins, 
the Chief Medical Officer.  They are 
trained to provide immediate care for 

illnesses and injuries in children younger than 18 years of age. 
 The Schaubs presented the check to Mark A. Wallace, 
President and CEO of TCH, and Dr. Hankins.  Schaub noted that 
the funds, which are a quarter of the way toward their pledge, could 
not have been raised without the support of the entire Houston 
community.  The mission of their GR8 Hope Foundation is to 
provide resources, support, hope, and happiness for children with 
medical needs and their families.  The Schaub’s own three children 
have been patients at the West Campus Emergency Center. 

 
Faculty from Academic 
General Pediatrics 
participated in a health fair 
and food drive serving 
Houston’s Fifth Ward on 
June 1, 2013.  The event 
facilitated local residents’ 
learning about community 
resources, updating of their 
children’s vaccinations, and 
learning about healthy eating 
and community gardens.  Located at the 
Kashmere Multiservice Center, the event drew 
numerous families.   
     AGP faculty assisted the Houston Food Bank 
in distributing fresh produce, and the AGP 
Mobile Clinic was on hand to provide 
vaccinations and health advice to families.   
     The fair, organized by Texas Children’s 
Health Plan, is but one of many programs the 
health plan sponsors in the city.  The Health Plan 
was founded in 1996 to provide Houston and the 
surrounding areas with affordable health 
coverage.  It was the nation’s first health 
maintenance organization created specifically for 
children. 

The Kashmere Gardens area, located 
just north of Fifth Ward, is Houston’s 
Super Neighbor-
hood 52 and is 
home to more than 
11,000 people.  The 
majority of families 
are unemployed 
and at-risk for poor 
health and food 

insecurity.  Dr. Carl Tapia noted, 
“The needs of this community are 
great.  For many families, this was 
the first time they had an opportunity 
to learn about cooking with fresh 
ingredients.  The Houston Food 
Bank follows a farmer’s market 
model, where children and families 
are encouraged to select their own 
fruits and vegetables while learning 
about storage and cooking.” 
     Other AGP member who helped 
with the event included Drs. 
Sanghamitra Misra and Aditi 
Gupta.    
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Program Facilitates 
Meeting QI Requirements 

Faculty Publish Report on 
Importance of Magnesium in the Diet  

The second edition of Dr. Peter Hotez’s book, 
Forgotten People, Forgotten Diseases: The Neglected 
Tropical Diseases and their Impact on Global Health and 
Development, was published recently.  It addresses 
the 17 leading NTDs and includes information on 
NTDs in Texas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
     The book highlights the development of a simple 
package of pills that can be administered for 50 
cents USD per person annually to combat and, 
ultimately eliminate, lymphatic filariasis 
(elephantiasis), blinding trachoma, and 
onchocerciasis.  Another focus is the extent to 
which NTDs, which are the most common 
afflictions of girls and women living in poverty, 
cause considerable pain and stigma and are a key 
co-factor in acquiring HIV/AIDS.   
     Dr. Hotez is the Director of the Sabin Vaccine 
Institute, Baylor College of Medicine, and Texas 
Children’s Center for Vaccine Development.  He 
has noted that NTDs trap people in a vicious cycle 
of poverty that includes being susceptible to 
contracting chronic and disabling parasitic 
infections such as hookworm, schistosomiasis, 
leishmaniasis, and Chagas disease.  Although 
NTDs are usually associated with the extreme 
poverty of places such as Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China, they also are found in the southern United 
States, especially Texas.   
   For individuals interested in addressing this 
critical global problem, BCM is now offering a 
Diploma in Tropical Medicine. 

Book Highlights  
Neglected Tropical Diseases 

Researchers at the USDA/ARS 
Children’s Nutrition Research Center 
recently published their findings that the 
magnesium content of one’s diet, and 
not calcium intake or absorption, is 
significantly related to both magnesium 
absorption and its relationship to bone 
mineral content and density, factors 
known to be related directly to bone 
strength.  Dr. Steven Abrams and his 
team, including Dr. Zhensheng Chen 
and Keli M. Hawthorne, reported that 
the study shows a newly understood, 
important part of the diet for healthy 
children.  They also noted that special 
emphasis needs to be placed on teens 
and young adults, who often have 
deficiencies in magnesium because they 
are not as likely as children to consume 
foods rich in magnesium such as dairy 
products, nuts, and vegetables. Their 
findings were published in the Journal of 
Bone and Mineral Research. 

Although Quality Improvement (QI) methods are now part 
of the minimum program requirements for all accredited 
residency programs, as well as an obligatory component of 
Maintenance of Certification, the curriculum is new to 
many.  Hence, a program was initiated in 
2009 at TCH that allows residents and 
faculty to learn collaboratively and meet 
their QI requirements concurrently by 
completing a QI project in the continuity 
clinic setting.  
     The program utilizes Education in 
Quality Improvement for Pediatric Practice 
(EQIPP) modules developed by the 
American Academy of Pediatrics.  It aims to help physicians 
learn QI basics by collecting and analyzing practice data 
over time to show improved quality of care.   
     The goals of our project are to measure changes in patient 
outcomes and to improve knowledge of QI methods, 
attitudes, and confidence among providers.  This is a 
blended learning experience with both residents and faculty 
engaged in the process using the Plan, Do, Study, Act 
(PDSA) Model for Improvement.  Dr. Teresa Duryea 
facilitates the use of the EQIPP module and acts as a liaison 
with the AAP’s Division of E-learning.   
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Faculty Features 
 

Faculty members received local and national 

recognition and honors for their cutting-edge 

research and commitment to providing the finest 

health care for children and adolescents. 

First Humanitarian Award Given by Schweitzer Fellows 

Dr. Mark Kline, Chair of Pediatrics at Baylor College of 
Medicine and Physician-in-chief at Texas Children’s Hospital, 
received the Houston-Galveston Schweitzer Fellows Program’s 
first annual Humanitarian Award at an awards dinner held on 
April 27, 2013.  Originally founded in 1940 to support Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer’s medical work in Africa, ASF is a national nonprofit 
organization with a mission to develop Leaders in Service: 
individuals who are dedicated and skilled in meeting the health 
needs of underserved communities, and who set examples that 
influence and inspire others. These Fellows — primarily university 
graduate students — partner with community-based organizations 
to identify an unmet health need, design a yearlong 200-hour 
service project with a demonstrable impact on that need, and bring that project from idea to implementation and 
impact. Rooted in a holistic understanding of health, Schweitzer projects address not only clinical issues, but 
also the social determinants of health. Annually, approximately 250 Schweitzer Fellows deliver more than 
40,000 hours of health-related community service at 13 locations in the United States, and a number of 
Schweitzer Fellows also work at the Schweitzer Hospital in Lambaréné, Africa, collaborating with hospital staff 
to help provide skilled care through more than 35,000 outpatient visits and more than 6,000 hospitalizations for 
patients from all parts of Gabon. ASF’s national office is located in Boston, MA and hosted by Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center.  

The North American Society of Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology honored 
Dr. Peter Hotez, Dean of BCM's National School of Tropical 
Medicine (NSTM) and Chief of Pediatric Tropical Medicine, as a 
plenary speaker and the annual Joseph F. Russo, MD, Lecturer at 
the organization's annual meeting in San Diego. The society is 
dedicated to conducting and encouraging programs of medical 
education in the field of pediatric and adolescent gynecology. Its 
focus is to provide a forum for education, research, and communication among 
health professionals who provide gynecologic care to children and adolescents.  
The title of Dr. Hotez’s lecture was “The Neglected Tropical Diseases: The 
Most Common Afflictions of Girls and Women Living in Poverty.” 

NASPAG Honors Renowned Researcher in Tropical Medicine 
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TCH has announced the formation of a new fellowship for surgical innovation, named in 
honor of Houston’s Dr. Denton A Cooley, a world-renowned surgeon who pioneered 
numerous techniques in cardiovascular surgery.  The inaugural recipient is Dr. Oluyinka 
O. Olutoye, co-director of TCH’s Fetal Center and a TCH pediatric surgeon.  Dr. 
Olutoye was selected on the basis of his “exceptional dedication to his patients and 
advancements to the highest level of innovation and care throughout all aspects of his 
surgical work,” according to Dr. Charles Fraser, Jr., surgeon-in-chief at TCH.   Dr. 
Olutoye’s work has included innovative in-utero and neonatal surgeries, including 
operations for diaphragmatic hernias performed much earlier than previously 
recommended, with improved outcomes.  The award includes $100,000 to support a 
research fellow, who will join Dr. Olutoye in his research on necrotizing enterocolitis, a 
gastrointestinal disease that involves infection and inflammation leading to destruction of 
the bowel.   

New Fellowship for Surgical Innovation Announced 

Dr. Jason Yustein, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, along with Dr. Daniel Lacorazza, 
Associate Professor of Pathology and Immunology, was included in grants awarded in 
2013 by the Rally Foundation for Childhood Cancer Research.  The grants are awarded 
for promising research and in honor of a “Rally Kid,” a child who has fought or is 
currently fighting cancer.  Dr. Yustein will use the award to investigate novel insights into 
mechanisms and pathways required for development and progression of rhabdomyo-
sarcoma.  The Rally Foundation has awarded more than $4 million to fund research on 
more than 75 childhood cancer projects nationwide since its founding in 2005. 

Rally Foundation Grants Awarded  

 
The University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine announced its selection of Dr. Huda 
Zoghbi, Professor of Molecular and Human Genetics, Neuroscience, Pediatrics and 
Neurology and Director of the Jan and Dan Duncan Neurological Research Institute at 
TCH, for its 2013 Dickson Prize in Medicine.  Dr. Zoghbi will receive the award, the 
highest scientific honor given by the school, on October 3 at the school’s annual 
celebration of science and research, where she will also deliver the Dickson Prize in 
Medicine Lecture at the opening plenary session.     

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine Honors BCM/TCH Faculty 

International Colloquium Award Presented  

Dr. Adeodata Kekitiinwa, Executive Director BIPAI Uganda, was one of this year’s 
recipients of the International Colloquium Awards of TCH in recognition of her 
leadership and work in pediatric HIV care and treatment in Africa and globally.  In 
addition to the work she does with BIPAI, Dr. Kekitiinwa serves as a senior 
consultant pediatrician for the Department of Pediatrics and Child Health at Mulago 
National Hospital. 
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Dr. Amy Middleman Assumes New Position 

Dr. William Shearer hosted the 3rd Annual Workshop of the Primary Immune 
Deficiency Treatment Consortium (PIDTC) at the Marriott at the Texas Medical Center, 
May 2-4, 2013.  There were 100 guests, both national and international physicians who 
are involved in the PIDTC, a treatment consortium that consists of 13 major centers in 
North America that share the goal of improving the outcome of patients with rare, life 
threatening, inherited disorders of the immune system.  The consortium is funded by the 
National Institutes of Health, Office of Rare Disease Research (NIH-ORDR) and the 
National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIH-
NIAID). 

Workshop on Primary Immune Deficiency Held in Houston  

In April, the Stand Up to Cancer (SU2C), St. Baldrick’s Foundation, and the 
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) announced the formation of a 
Dream Team dedicated to conducting research on childhood cancer.  St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation is the leading nongovernmental provider of grant funding for research on 
childhood cancer.  A joint venture of St. Baldrick’s and SU2C, one of the world’s 
leading fundraising groups for cancer research, was formed in 2008 to accelerate 
cancer research.  
     The Dream Team was formed specifically to focus on pediatric cancer research.  
The project is titled “Immunogenomics to Create New Therapies for High-risk 
Childhood Cancers.” Co-leaders are Drs. John M. Marias of The Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia and Crystal L. Mackall of the National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, 
Maryland.  Researchers on the Team come from seven institutions, among them 
Baylor College of Medicine, represented by Dr. Donald W. Parsons, whose work 
includes the identification of numerous mutated genes and genetic pathways that contribute to tumor initiation 
and progression. 
     The research grant will provide $14.5 million in funding over four years and unites researchers in two highly 
productive disciplines of translational pediatric cancer research that traditionally have been funded individually: 
genomics and immunotherapeutics.  The Team will also have access to research instruments and equipment 
donated by Life Technologies Corporation to SU2C, valued at $500,000. 

Baylor Researcher Selected for 
Collaborative Venture in Cancer Research 

Dr. Jason Shohet, pediatric oncologist at BCM/TCH, received a grant from 
Braden’s Hope for Childhood Cancer to support his ongoing research to find novel 
treatments for high-risk neuroblastoma.  Braden’s Hope is a nonprofit organization 
that was created by Deliece and Brian Hofen, whose son Braden was diagnosed with 
neuroblastoma in 2007.  The foundation’s mission is to raise awareness and funds for 
research grants  of $100,000 each to hospitals and/or research institutions.  It works 
with the top four children’s cancer hospitals/institutes in the United States, of which 
TCH ranks #7 in cancer research in the 2013-2014 U.S. News & World Report.  Dr. 
Shohet and his colleagues have research results indicating that they have uncovered 
the signaling events that are important to the maintenance and function of 
neuroblastoma cancer stem cells. 

Funding Provided for Further Research on Neuroblastomas 
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Dr. Laura Monson, pediatric plastic surgeon at TCH, is the recipient of the 2012-2013 TCH 
Auxiliary award.  She will use the support to further her studies on the short- and long-term 
outcomes of patients with cleft lip and palate.  Approximately one in 700 children born in 
the U.S. have a cleft lip or palate, rendering it the fourth most common birth defect and the 
most common facial defect.  It is a congenital anomaly that occurs when an infant’s upper 
lip and/or palate do not fuse during pregnancy.  TCH treats 200 to 300 children with cleft 
palate each year, according to Dr. Larry Hollier, Chief of Plastic Surgery at TCH. 

Dr. Charles Fraser, Professor of Surgery and of Pediatrics at BCM and Surgeon-in-chief at 
TCH, was awarded a 2013 Distinguished Alumnus Award from the Texas Exes, The 
University of Texas alumni association. He will be presented the award at a ceremony in 
November at the LBJ Library on the UT campus. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of Texas in 1980.  The award is reserved for an elite group of alumni 
who have achieved exceptional success in their professions and service to The University 

of Texas. Fraser was recognized by the organization for pioneering surgeries for 
infants and children with life-threatening heart conditions, including developing the 
first artificial heart specialized for newborns and performing more than 10,000 
surgeries.  

Fellowship Will Aid Study of Surgical Outcomes for Cleft Palate 

Texas Exes Association Honors Pediatric Surgeon 

Drs. Nabil Ahmed, Stephen Gottschalk, and Jason Yustein received a total of $600,000 in grants from Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand Foundation to support their work to find innovative new treatments for childhood cancer. 

 
 
Dr. Ahmed’s Innovation Award will support work to develop an immunotherapy approach to  
treat a high-grade glioma, or HGG, a brain tumor that is virtually incurable. Ahmed and his 
research team will generate a universal cancer-fighting T-cell from glioma patients that can target 
multiple antigens expressed on the HGG cell surface but not on normal brain tissue. 
 
 
 
Dr. Gottschalk’s Innovation Award also will support research on cancer treatments using 
immunotherapy. Gottschalk and his research team have developed a new approach to combating 
cancer by engineering T cells to secrete "Engagers" that recognize structures on cancer cells and T 
cells themselves. These Engagers redirect engineered and "bystander" T cells to kill cancer cells. 
 
 

 
Dr. Yustein received the Young Investigator Award, which will support research on metastatic 
osteosarcoma, a very aggressive type of bone cancer with a poor outcome. Yustein and his 
research collaborators have analyzed genes and determined pathways that are abnormally 
functioning and have identified diminished expression of genes that act as critical inhibitors of 
this pathway in the metastatic tumors. 

Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation Funds Three Researchers  



 

 

 
 

    

The Weekly NIH Funding Opportunities and Notices 
is posted weekly on the  BCM RRO website at https://ictr.research.bcm.edu/rro/ under 
“Funding Opportunities.”  We encourage you to visit the website for funding opportunities 
and other important information. 

Editorial Board 
 
Mark W. Kline, MD, Editor-in-Chief 
B. Lee Ligon, PhD, Managing Editor 
Julie O’Brien, Editor 
Gordon Schutze, MD, Consulting Editor 
 

Important Dates 

EDITING of manuscripts and grant proposals:  Dr. Lee Ligon   Contact her at bligon@bcm.edu  
 
PRESENTATIONS/WORKSHOPS on writing manuscripts for publication:  Dr. Lee Ligon, bligon@bcm.edu 
 

STATISTICS for educational papers:  Dr. Linzhi “Lynne” Xu   Contact her at linzhix@bcm.edu   
 

LIBRARY of books and journals related to education  
 

SUPPORT in educational resources: Dr. Teri Turner and Dr. Dorene Balmer 

CRIS Resources for Medical Educators 

3rd Tuesdays 7:45-8:30 
Medical Education Scholarship Seminar 

Feigin Center 14-C 

    The Pediatrics-Research Resources Office (RRO) hosts a Clinical Research Education Seminar 
Series available for providers, fellows, and clinical research staff.  This initiative will provide an 
excellent overview of institutional and regulatory requirements as well as institutional resources. 
First-time investigators are especially encouraged to attend. The seminars are available to all 
Pediatrics and TCH personnel. Registration opens two weeks before seminar and closes on 
Wednesday of the week of the seminar. 
     For more information and to register for a seminar, please visit the registration website online at 
https://ictr.research.bcm.edu/R5T80IF3WH2/RRORegistration/Registration/Home.aspx  
 

Exciting Opportunity for Faculty to Serve Short-term in Africa 

     Pediatric faculty have an exciting opportunity to work on short-term assignments in 
Liberia, Africa.  Beginning in September, faculty members will be selected to work for 4-6 
weeks each with the BIPAI program in Freetown, Liberia.  Responsibilities will include 
hospital-based teaching and training in general pediatrics with the new University of Liberia 
School of Medicine pediatrics residency program.   
     BIPAI will provide travel and meal reimbursements, assistance with visa and licensure 
applications, and comfortable and secure housing.  Faculty from any pediatric subspecialty 
area may apply.  The approval of your Section Head is required. 
     Interested faculty should contact Nancy Calles (BIPAI Senior Vice-President) at ncalles@bcm.edu  

October 1 
Deadline for the October issue of  

Pedi Press 
October 1 

Send your information to 

bligon@bcm.edu 


